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INTRODUCTION. 



In preparing this work for the press, I may 
state that it is composed chiefly of a "series of 
papers on horses and their riders, which 
appeared a short time since in the colmnns of 
The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News. 
How they originally came to be written and 
published may not prove uninteresting. 

One day, in the middle of February 1880, a 
goodly company, comprising many thousands 
of persons, assembled upon the lawn of a 
nobleman's residence in the vicinity of Dub- 
lin; ostensibly for the purpose of hunting, 
but in reality to gaze at and chronicle the 
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doings of a very distinguished foreign lady, 
who had lately come to our shores. I was 
there, of course ; and whilst we waited for 
the Imperial party, I amused myseK by 
watching the moving panorama, and taking 
notes of costume and effect. Everybody who 
could procure anything upon which to ride, 
from a racehorse to a donkey, was there 
that day, and vehicles of all descriptions 
blocked up every available inch of the lordly 
avenues and well-kept carriage-drives. 

There is for me so great an attraction in a 
number of " ladies on horseback " that I 
looked at them, and at them alone. One 
sees gentlemen riders every hour in the day, 
but ladies comparatively seldom; every 
hunting morning finds about a hundred and 
fifty mounted males ready for the start, and 
only on an average about six mounted females, 
of whom probably not more than the half will 
ride to hounds. This being the case, I always 
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look most particTilatly at that which is the 
greater novelty, nor am I by any means 
singular in doing so. 

On the day of which I write, however, 
ladies on horseback were by no means un- 
common: I should say there were at least 
two hmidred present upon the lawn. Some 
rode so well, and were so beautifully turned 
out, that the most hypercritical could find 
no fault; but of the majority — ^what can I 
say ? Alas I nothing that would sound at all 
favourable. Such horses, such saddles, such 
rusty bridles, such riding-habits, such hats, 
whips, and gloves; and, above all, such 
coiffures I My very soul was sorry. I could 
not laugh, as some others were doing. I felt 
too melancholy for mirth. It seemed to me 
most grievous that my own sex (many of 
them so young and beautiful) should be thus 
held up to ridicule. I asked myseK was it 
thus in other places ; and I came to London 
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in the spring, and Walked in the Bow, and 
gazed, and took notes, and was not satisfied. 
Perhaps I was too critical. There was very 
much to praise,' certainly, bnt there was also 
much wherewith to find fault. The style of 
riding was bad ; the style of dressing was 
incomparably worse. The weU-got-up only 
threw into darker shadow the notable defects 
visible in the forms and trappings of their 
less fortunate sisterhood. I questioned myself 
as to how this could be best remedied. 
Eemonstrance was impossible— advice equally 
so. Why could not somebody write a book 
for lady equestrians, or a series of papers 
which might appear in the pages of some 
fashionable magazine or journal, patronised 
and read by them ? The idea seemed a good 
one, but I lacked time to carry it out, and so it 
rested in embryo for many months. Last 
June, whilst recovering from serious illness^ 
my cherished project returned to my mind. 
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Forbidden to write, and toa weak to hold a 
pen, I strove feebly with a pencU to trace my 
thoughts upon odd scraps of paper, which I 
thrust away in my desk without any definite 
idea as to what should eventually become of 
them. In July, whilst staying at a country 
house near Shrewsbury, I one day came upon 
these shorthand jottings, and, having leisure- 
time upon my hands, set to work and put 
them into form. A line to the Editor of The 
Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic NewSy with 
whom, I may state, I had had no previous 
acquaintance, brought an immediate reply, to 
send my work for consideration. I did so; 
called upon him by appointment when I came 
a few days later to London ; made all arrange-* 
ments in a three-minutes interview ; and the 
first of my series of papers appeared shortly 
after. That they were successful, far beyond 
their deserts, is to me a proud boast. On 
their conclusion numerous firms negotiated 
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with me for the copyright : with what result 
is known ; and here to my publishers I tender 
my best thanks. 

In arranging now these writings — ^put 
together and brought before the pubhc at a 
time when I had apparently many years of 
active life before me — ^it is to me a melan- 
choly reflection that the things of which they 
treat are gone from my eyes, — ^for alas ! I can 
ride no more. * Never again may my heart be 
gladdened with the music of the hounds, or 
my frame invigorated by the exercise which 
I so dearly loved. An accident, sudden and 
unexpected, has deprived me of my strength, 
and left me to speak in mournful whispers of 
what was for long my happiest theme. Yet 
why repine where so much is left ? It is but 
another chapter in our life's history ! We 
love and cling to one pursuit — and it passes 
from us ; then another absorbs our attention, 
— it, too, vanishes; and so on — ^perhaps 
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midway to the end — ^until the " looking back " 
becomes so fiUed with saddened memories, 
that the ** looking forward " is alone left. 
And so we turn our wistfal eyes where they 
might never have been directed, had the 
prospect behind us been less dark. 

A few more words, and I close my pre- 
Uminary observations and commence my 
subject. I cannot but be aware, from the 
nature of the correspondence which has 
flowed in upon me, that although far the 
greater number of my readers have agreed 
with me and entirely coincided in my views, 
not a few have been found to cavil. Let not 
such think that I am oblivious of their good 
intentions because I remain unconvinced by 
their arguments, and still prefer to maintain 
my own opinions, which I have not ventured 
to set forth without mature dehberation, and 
the most substantial reasons for holding them 
in fixity of tenure. I have spent some 
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considerable time in turning over in my mind 
the advisability, or otherwise, of pubUshing; 
as a sort of appendix to this volume, a selec- 
tion from the letters which were printed in 
The Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News with 
reference to my writings in that journal. 
After much deliberation I have decided upon 
suffering the entire number, with a few 
trifling exceptions, to appear. They only 
form a very small proportion of the volumi- 
nous correspondence with which the Editor 
and myself were favoured ; but, such as they 
are, I give them — ^together with my replies, 
— ^not merely because they set forth the views 
and impressions of various persons upon 
topics of universal interest, but because I 
conceive that a large amount of useful in- 
formation may be gleaned from them, and 
they may also serve to amuse my lady readers, 
who will doubtless be interested in the 
numerous queries which I was called upon 
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to answer. Whether or not I have been able 
to fight my battles and maintain my cause, 
must be for others to determine. 

I likewise subjoin a little paper on ** Hunting 
in Ireland" — also already pubhshed — ^whioh 
brought me many letters : some of them from 
persons whose word should carry undoubted 
weight, folly coinciding in and substantiating 
my views with regard to the cutting up of 
grass-lands ; whilst further on will be found my 
article entitled " Hunting in America," origin- 
ally pubhshed in Life^ and copied from that 
journal into so many papers throughout the 
kingdom, and abroad, that it is now universally 
known, and cannot be here presented in the 
form of a novelty, — but is given for the benefit 
of those who may not have chanced to meet 
with it, and for whom the subject of American 
sports and pastimes may happen to possess 

interest. 

N. P. O'D. 
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P A K T I 

LEAENING. 



CHAPTEE I. 

A POPULAB EBROB. — ^EXCELLENCE IN BIDINO AT- 
TAINABLE WITHOUT ANY YOUTHFUL KNOW- 
LEDGE OP THE ABT. — THE EMPBESS OP 

AUSTBIA. — ^HEB PBOFICIENCY. — TTTBTt PALACE. 

HEB OCCUPATIONS. — ^HEB DISPOSITION. — ^HEB 

THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS. ^THE AGE AT WHICH 

TO LEABN. COUBAGE INDISPENSABLE. — TASTE 

A NECESSITY. 

It is my belief that hints to ladies from a 
lady, upon a subject which now so universally 
occupies the female mind — ^hints, not oflfered 
in any cavilling nor carping spirit, bnt mth an 
affectionate and sisterly regard for the interests 
of those addressed — cannot fail to be appre^* 
ciated, and must become popular. Men write 

1 
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very well for men, but in writing for us ladies 
they cannot, however willing, enter into all 
the Little delicacies and minutiae of our tastes 
and feelings, and so half the effect is lost. 

I do not purpose entering upon any discus- 
sion, nor, indeed, touching more than very 
lightly upon the treatment and management 
of the horse. A subject so exhaustive lies 
totally outside the limits of my pen, and has, 
moreover, been so ably treated by men of 
knowledge and experience, as to render one 
word further respecting the matter almost 
superfluous. I shall therefore content myself 
with surmising that the horses with which we 
may have to do throughout these remarks — ^be 
they school-horses, roadsters, or hunters — are 
at least sound, good-tempered, and properly 
trained. Their beauty and other attributes 
we shall take for granted, and not trouble 
ourselves about. 

And now, in addressing my readers, I shall 
endeavour to do so as though I spoke to each 
separately, and so shall adopt the term " yon/* 
as being at once friendly and concise. 

My subject shall be divided into three 



LEARNING. 3 

heads. First, the acquirement of the eques- 
trian art; second, road and park riding; third, 
hunting; with a few hints upon the costume, 
&o. required for each, and a shght sprinkling 
of anecdote here and there to enUven the 
whole. 

I shall commence by saying that it is a 
mistake to imagine that riding, in order to be 
properly learnt, must be begun in youth : that 
nobody can excel as a horsewoman who has 
not accustomed herself to the saddle from a 
mere child. On the contrary some of the 
&iest equestriennes the world has ever produced 
have known little or nothing of the art until 
the spring-time of their life was past. Her 
Imperial Majesty the Empress of Austria, and 
likewise her sister the ex-Queen of Naples, 
cared nothing about riding until comparatively 
late in life. I know little, except through 
hearsay, of the last-named lady's proficiency 
in the saddle, but having frequently witnessed 
that of the former, and having also been 
flavoured with a personal introduction at the 
gracious request of the Empress, I can 
imhesitatingly say that anything more superb 

1 ♦ 
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than her style of riding it would be impossible 
to conceive. The manner in which she 
mounts her horse, sits him, manages him, and 
bears him safely through a difficult run, is 
something which must be seen to be under- 
stood. Her courage is amazing. Indeed, 
I have been informed that she finds as 
little difficulty in standing upon a bare-backed 
steed and driving four others in long reins, 
as in sitting quietly in one of Kreutzman's 
saddles. In the circus attached to her palace 
at Vienna she almost daily performs these 
feats, and encourages by prizes and evidences 
of personal favour many of the Viennese 
ladies who seek to emulate her example. 
There has been considerable discussion re- 
specting the question of the Empress's 
womanliness, and the reverse. Ladies have 
averred — oh, jealous ladies ! — that she is not 
womanly; that her style of dressing is 
objectionable, and that she has " no business 
to ride without her husband !" These sayings 
are all open to but one interpretation ; ladies 
are ever envious of each other, more especially 
of those who excel. The Empress is not only 
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a perfect woman, but an angel of light and 
goodness. Nor do I say this from any 
toadyism, nor yet from the gratitude which I 
must feel for her kindly favour toward myself. 
I speak as I think and believe. Blessed with 
a beauty rarely given to mortal, she combines 
with it a sweetness of character and dis- 
position, a womanly tenderness, and a 
ihoughiial and untiring charity, which deserve 
to gain for her — as they have gained — the 
hearts as well as the loving respect and 
reverence of all with whom she has come in 
contact. 

I was pleased to find, whilst conversing 
with her, that many of my views about riding 
were hers also, and that she considered it a 
pity-as I likewise do-that so many lady 
riders are utterly spoilt by pernicious and 
ignorant teaching. I myself am of opinion 
that childhood is not the best time to acquire 
the art of riding. The muscles are too young, 
and the back too weak. The spine is apt to 
grow crooked, unless a second saddle be 
adopted, which enables the learner to sit on 
alternate days upon the off-side of the horse ; 
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and to this there axe many objections. The 
best time to leaxn to ride is about the age of 
sixteen. All the delicacy to which the female 
frame is subject during the period from the 
thirteenth to the fifteenth year has then 
passed away, and the form is vigorous and 
strong, and capable of enduring fatigue. 

I know it to be a generally accepted idea 
that riding is like music and literature — the 
earher it is learnt the better for the learner, 
and the more certain the proficiency desired 
to be attained. This is an entirely erroneous 
€)pinion, and one which should be at once 
discarded. I object, as a rule, to children 
riding. They cannot do so with any safety, 
unless put upon horses and ponies which are 
sheep-like in their demeanour; and from 
being accustomed to such, and to none other, 
they are nervous and frightened when mounted 
upon spirited animals which they feel they have 
not the strength nor the art to manage, and,, 
being unused to the science of controlling,, 
they suffer themselves to be controlled, and 
thus extinguish their chance of becoming 
accomplished horsewomen. I know ladies,, 
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certainly, who ride witli a great show of 
boldness, and tear wildly across country after 
hounds, averring that they never knew what 
fear meant : why should they — Shaving ridden 
from the time they were five years old? 
Very probably, but the bravery of the few is 
nothing by which to judge of a system which 
is, on the whole, pernicious. It is less objec- 
tionable for boys, because their shoulders are 
not apt to grow awry by sitting sideways, as 
little girls' do ; nor are they Kable to hang 
over upon one side; nor have they such 
delicate frames and weakly fingers to bring to 
the front. Moreover, if they tumble off, what 
matter? It does them all the good in the 
world. A little sticking-plaister and shaking 
together, and they are all right again. But 
I confess I dorCt like to see a girl come off. 
Less than a year ago a sweet Uttle blue-eyed 
damsel who was prattling by my side as she 
rode her grey pony along with me, was thrown 
suddenly and without warning upon the road. 
The animal stumbled — ^her tiny hands lacked 
the strength to pull him together — she was 
too childish and inexperienced to know the art 
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oi retaining her seat. Slie fell ! and the 
remembrance of uphffcing her, and carrying 
her Kttle hurt form before me upon my saddle 
to her parents' house, is not amongst the 
brightest of my memories. 

We will assume, then, that you are a young 
lady in your sixteenth year, possessed of the 
desire to acquire the art of riding, and the 
necessary amount of courage to enable you 
to do so. This latter attribute is an absolute 
and positive necessity, for a coward will never 
make a horsewoman. If you are a coward, 
your horse will soon find it out, and will laugh 
at you; for horses can and do laugh when 
they what is usually termed ^' gammon " their 
riders. Nobody who does not possess un- 
limited confidence and a determination to 
know no fear, has any business aspiring to 
the art. Courage is indispensable, and must 
be there from the outset. All other difficulties 
may be got over, but a natural timidity is an 
insurmountable obstacle. 

A cowardly rider labours under a two-fold 
disadvantage, for she not only suffers from 
her own cowardice, but actually imparts it 
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to her horse. An animars keen instinct tells 
him at once whether his master or his servant 
is upon his hack. The moment your hands 
touch the reins the horse knows what your 
courage is, and usually acts accordingly. 

No girl should he taught to ride who has 
not a taste, and a most ^decided one, for the 
art. Yet I preach this doctrine in vain ; for, 
all over the world, young persons are forced 
by injudicious guardians to acquire various 
accomplishments for which they have no 
caUing, and at which they can never excel. 
It is just as unwise to compel a girl to mount 
and manage a horse against her inclination, 
as it is to force young persons who have no 
taste for music to sit for hours daily at a 
piano, or thrust pencils and brushes into 
hands unwilling to use them. A love for 
horses, and an earnest desire to acquire the 
art of riding, are alike necessary to success. 

An mwaiing learner will have a bod seat, a 

bad method, and clumsy hands upon the reins ; 
whereas an enthusiast will seem to have an 
innate facility and power to conquer diflficulties, 
and will possess that magic sense of Umh^ and 
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facile deKcacy of manipulation, which go so 
far toward making what are termed "good 
hands," — a necessity without which nobody 
can claim to be a rider. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

learner's costume. — THE BEST TEACHER. — ^YOUR 

BRIDLE. — ^YOUR SADDLE. YOUR STIRRUP. — 

DANGER FROM " SAFETY- STIRRUP." — A TER- 
RIBLE SITUATION. — LEARNING TO RIDE WITH- 
OUT ANY SUPPORT FOR THE FOOT. 

Haying now discussed your age, your nerve^ 
and your taste, we shaU say a few words 
about your costume as a learner. Put on 
a pair of strong weU-made boots ; beels are 
not objectionable, but buttons are decidedly 
so, as they are apt to catch in the stirrup and 
cause trouble. Strong chamois riding-trousers^ 
cloth from the hip down, with straps to fasten 
under the boots, and soft padding under the 
right knee and over the left, to prevent the 
friction of the pommels, which, to a beginner,. 
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generally causes much pain and uneasiness. 
A plain skirt of brown holland, and any sort 
of dark jacket, will suit your purpose quite 
well, for you are only going to learn ; not to 
show off — yet. Your hat — any kind will do 
— must be securely fastened on, and your hair 
left flowing, for no matter how well you may 
fancy you have it fastened, the motion of the 
horse will shake it and make it feel unsteady, 
and the very first hairpin that drops out, up 
will go your hand to replace it, and your reins 
will be forgotten. As soon as you have put 
on a pair of strong loose gloves, and taken a 
little switch in your hand, you are ready to 
mount. 

The nicest place in which you can learn is 
a well-tanned riding-school or large green 
paddock, and the nicest person to teach you 
is a lady or gentleman friend, who will have 
the knowledge and the patience to instruct 
you. Heaven help the learner who is handed 
over to the tender mercies of John, the coach- 
man, or Jem, the groom ! Servants are rarely 
able to ride a yard themselves, and their 
attempt at teaching is proportionately lame. 
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Your horse having been led out, your atten- 
dant looks to his girthing, &c., as stable 
servants are not always too particular re- 
specting these necessary matters. 

The pleasantest bridle in which to ride is a 
plain ring-snaffle. Few horses will go in it ; 
but, remember, I am surmising that yours has 
been properly trained. By riding in this bridle 
you have complete control over the move- 
ments of your horse— can, in fact, manage 
him with one hand, and you have the additional 
advantage of having fewer leathers to encumber 
and embarrass your fingers. A beginner is 
frequently puzzled to distinguish between the 
curb and the snaffle when riding with a double 
rein, and mistaking one for the other, or 
pulling equally at both, is apt to cause the 
horse much imnecessary irritation. It is 
lamentable to see the manner in which grown 
men and women, who ought to know so much 
better, tug and strain at their horses' mouths 
with an equal pull upon both reins, when 
riding, as is the custom, in a bit and bridoon. 
Perhaps of the two they draw the curb the 
tighter. It is not meant for cruelty — they do 
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not appear to be aware that it is cruel : but 
there is no greater sign of utter ignorance. 
Horses are not naturally vicious, and very few 
of them who have had any sort of fair-play in 
training, really require a curb, or will go as 
well or pleasantly upon it as if ridden in a 
snaffle-bridle. 

Your saddle is another most important 
point. Never commence, be your age ever 
so tender, by riding upon a pad. Accustom 
yourself from the beginning to the use of a 
properly constructed saddle, made as straight 
as a board, seat perfectly level, and scarcely 
any appearance of a pommel upon the off-side. 
A leaping-head, or what is commonly termed 
a third crutch, is, in my opinion, indispensable. 
To procure a saddle such as I describe yon 
must have it made to order, for those of the 
present day are aU made with something of a 
dip, which is most objectionable. I do not 
like the appearance of much stitching about 
a saddle. It has always appeared to me 
absurd to see the amount of elaborate em- 
broidery which every old-fashioned saddle 
carries upon the near flap. Nothing could be 
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more unnecessary than an outlay of labour 
upon a portion of the article which is always 
concealed beneath the rider's right leg. There 
might be some sense, although very little, in 
decorating the off-side and imparting to it 
something of an ornamental appearance ; but 
in my opinion there cannot be too much 
simplicity about everything connected with 
riding appointments. A plainness, amounting 
even to severity, is to be preferred before any 
outward show. Eibbons, and coloured veils, 
and yellow gloves, and showy flowers are alike 
objectionable. A gaudy " get up " (to make 
use of an expressive common-place) is highly 
to be condemned, and at once stamps the 
wearer as a person of inferior taste. There- 
fore avoid it. Let your saddle be, like your 
personal attire, remarkable only for its perfect 
freedom from ornament or display. Have it 
made to suit yourself — ^neither too weighty, 
nor yet too small — and if you want to ride 
with grace and comfort, desire that it be 
constructed without one particle of the 
objectionable dip. There is a very old- 
established and world-noted firm in Piccadilly 



16 LADIES ON HOBSEBAGE. 

— Peat & Co. — ^where you can obtain an 
article suoli as I describe, properly made, and 
of durable materials, at quite a moderate cost. 
I can say, speaking from experience, that no 
trouble will be spared to afford you satis- 
faction, and that the workmanship will be 
not only lasting, but characterised by that 
neatness for which I am so strong an advo- 
cate. You should ride on your saddle, not in it, 
and you must learn to ride from balance or 
you will never excel, and this you can only 
do by the use of the level seat. A small 
pocket on the off-side, and a neat cross strap 
to support a waterproof, are of course neces- 
sary items. 

Your stirrup is the next important matter. 
I strongly disapprove of the old-fashioned 
slipper, as also of the so-called " safety " 
stirrup, which is, in my opinion, the fruitful 
source of many accidents. Half the lament- 
able mischances with which our ears are from 
time to time shocked, are due to the perti- 
nacity with which ladies will cling to this 
murderous safety stirrup. So long as they 
will persist in doiug so, casualties must be 



LEABNING. 17 

looked for and must occur. The padding over 
the instep causes the foot to become firmly 
imbedded, and in the event of an accident the 
consequences are dire, for the mechanism of 
the stirrup is almost iuvariably stiff or out of 
order, or otherwise refuses to act. Mr. Old- 
acre was, I believe, the inventor of the padded 
stirrup, and for this we owe him or his 
memory little thanks, although the gratitude 
of aU lady riders is undoubtedly due to him 
for his admirable iuvention and patentiug of 
the third crutch, without which our seat in 
the saddle would be far less comfortable and 
less secure. 

I dare say that I shall have a large section 
of aggrieved stirrup-makers coming down 
upon me with the phials of their wrath for 
giving publicity to this opinion, but in writing 
as I have done I merely state my own views, 
which I deem we are all at liberty to do ; and 
looking upon my readers as friends, I warn 
them agaiQst an article of which I myself 
have had woful experience. I once pur- 
chased a safety stirrup at one of the best 
houseSi and made by one of the best makers. 

2 
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The shopman showed it off to me in gallant 
style, expatiating upon its many excellencies^ 
and adroitly managing the stiff machinery 
with his deft fingers, until I was fairly 
deceived, and gave him a handful of money 
for what subsequently proved a cause of 
trouble. I lost more thai! one good run with 
hounds through the breaking of this dearly- 
bought stirrup, having upon one occasion ta 
ride quite a long distance away from the hunt 
to seek out a forge at which I might underga 
repairs. Nor was this the worst, for one day, 
having incautiously plunged into a bog in my 
anxiety to be in at the death, my horse got 
stuck and began to sink, and of course I sought 
to release myself from him at once ; but no, 
my foot was locked fast in that terrible- 
stirrup, and I could not stir. My position 
was dreadful, for I had outridden my pilot, 
my struggling steed was momentarily sinking- 
lower, and the shades of evening were fast 
closing in. I shudder to think what might 
have been my fate and that of my gallant 
horse had not the fox happily turned and led 
the hunt back along the skirts of the bog,, 
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thus enabling my cries for help to be heard 
by one or two brave spirits who came gal- 
lantly to my rescue. I have more than once 
since then been caught in a treacherous bog 
when following the chase, but never . have 
I found any difficulty in jumping from my 
horse's back and helping him to struggle 
gamely on to the dry land, for I have never 
since ridden in a safety-stirrup, nor shall I 
ever be likely to do so again. It may be said, 
and probably with truth, that my servant had 
neglected to clean it properly from day to 
day, and that consequently the spring had got 
rusted and refused to act. Such may possibly 
have been the case, but might not the same 
thing occur to anyone, or at any time ? 
Servants are the same all over the world, and 
yet you must either trust to them or spend 
half your time overlooking them in the stable 
and harness-room, which for a lady is neither 
agreeable nor correct. 

There is nothing so pleasant to ride in as a 
plain little racing-stirrup, from which the foot 
is in an instant freed. I have not for a long 
while back used anything else myself, nor has 

2 • 
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my foot ever remained caught, even in the 
most dangerous falls. 

I conceive it to be an admirable plan to 
learn to ride without a stirrup at all. Of 
course I do not mean by this that a lady should 
ever go out park-riding or hunting sans the aid 
of such an appendage, but she should be 
taught the necessity of dispensing with it in 
case of emergency. The benefits arising from 
such training are manifold. First, it imparts 
a freedom and independence which cannot 
otherwise be acquired ; secondly, it gives an 
admirable and sure seat over fences ; thirdly, 
it is an excellent means of learning how to 
ride from balance ; and fourthly, in spite of 
its apparent difficulties, it is in the end a 
mighty simplifier, inasmuch as, when the use 
of the stirrup is again permitted, all seems 
such marvellously plain sailing, that every 
obstacle appears to vanish from the learner's 
path. In short, a lady who can ride fairly 
well without a support for her foot, must, 
when such is added, be indeed an accomplished 
horsewoman. I knew a lady who never made 
use of a stirrup throughout the whole course 
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of an unusually long life, and who rode most 
brilliantly to hounds. Few, however, could 
do this, nor is it by any means advisable, but 
to be able occasionally to dispense with the 
support is doubtless of decided benefit. 

I have often found my training in this 
respect stand me in good stead, for it has 
more than once happened that in jumping 
a stiff fence, or struggling in a heavy fall, 
my stirrup-leather has given way, and I 
have had not alone to finish the run vdth- 
out it, but to ride many miles of a journey 
homeward. 

Nothing could be more wearisome to an 
untutored horsewoman than a long ride 
without a stirrup. The weight of her sus- 
pended limb becomes after a moment or two 
most inconvenient and even painful, wMlst 
the trot of the horse occasions her to bump 
continuously in the saddle, — for the power of 
rising without artificial aid would appear a 
sheer impossibiUty to an ordinary rider whose 
teaching had been entrusted to an ordinary 
teacher. I would have you then bear in mind 
that although I advocate practising without the 
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assistance of a stirrup, I am totally against 
your setting out beyond the limits of your 
own lawn or paddock without this necessary 
support. 
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CHAPTEK IIL 

MOUNTING. — HOLDING THE EEINS. — POSITION IN 

THE SADDLE. USE OF THE WHIP.— TKOTTING, 

CANTERING. RIDING FROM BALANCE. — USE 

OF THE STIRRUP. ^LEAPING. WHYTE MEL- 
VILLE 's OPINION. 

Having now seen that your bridle, saddle, and 
stirrup are in proper order, you prepare to 
mount, and this will probably take you some 
time and practice to accomplish gracefully, 
being quite an art in itself. Nothing is more 
atrocious than to see a lady require a chair to 
mount her animal, or hang midway against 
the side of the saddle when her cavalier gives 
her the helping hand. Lay your right hand 
firmly upon the pommel of your saddle, and 
the left upon the shoulder of your attendant^ 
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in whose hand you place your left foot. 
Have ready some signal sentence, as ** Make 
ready, go !" or " one, two, three !" Im- 
mediately upon pronouncing the last syllable 
make your spring, and if your attendant does 
his duty properly you will find yours If seated 
deftly upon your saddle. 

As I have already stated, this requires 
practice, and you must not be disappointed if 
a week or so of failure ensues between trial 
and success. 

As soon as you are firmly seated, take your 
rein (which, as I have said, should be a single 
one) and adjust it thus. Place the near side 
under the httle finger of your left hand, and 
the off one between your first and second 
fingers, bringing both in front toward the 
right hand, and holding them securely in 
their place with the pressure of your thumb. 
This is merely a hint as to the simplest 
method for a beginner to adopt, for there is 
really no fixed rule for holding reins, nor must 
you at all times hold them in one hand only, 
but frequently — and always when hunting — 
put both hands firmly to your bridle. Any- 
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thing stiff or stereotyped is to be avoided. 
A good rider, such as we hope you will soon 
become, will change her reins about, and 
move her position upon the saddle, so as to 
be able to watch the surrounding scenery — 
always moving gracefully, and without any 
abrupt or spasmodic jerkings, which are just 
as objectionable as the poker-like rigidity 
which I wish you to avoid. How common it 
is to see ladies on horseback sitting as though 
they were afraid to budge a hair, with 
pinioned elbows and straightly-staring eyes. 
This is most objectionable ; in fact, nothing 
can be more unsightly. A-graceful, easy seat, 
is a good horsewoman's chief characteristic. 
She is not afraid of tumbling off, and so she 
does not look as though she were so ; more- 
over, she has been properly taught in the 
commencement, and all such defects have 
been rectified by a careful supervision. 

With regard to your whip, it must be held 
point downwards, and if you have occasion to 
touch your horse, give it t(^ him down the 
shoulder, but always with temperance and 
kindly judgment. I once had a riding- 
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master who desired me to hold my whip 
halanced in three fingers of my right hand, 
point upwards, the hand itself being absurdly 
bowed and the little finger stuck straight out 
like a wooden projection. My natural good 
sense induced me to rebel against anything 
so completely ridiculous, and I quietly asked 
my teacher why I was to carry my whip in 
that particular position. His ariswer was — 
" Oh, that you may have it ready to strike your 
horse on tlu neck.^^ Shades of Diana ! this is 
the way our daughters are taught in schools, 
and we marvel that they show so httle for the 
heaps of money which we hopefully expend 
upon them. 

Being then fairly seated upon your saddle, 
your skirt drawn down and arranged by your 
attendant, your reins in your hand and your 
whip arranged, you must proceed to walk 
your horse quietly around the enclosure, 
having first gently drawn your bridle through 
his mouth. You will feel very strange at 
first : much as though you were on the back 
of a dromedary and were completely at his 
mercy. Sit perfectly straight and erect, but 
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without stifiEness. Be careful not to hang 
over upon either side, and, above all things, 
avoid the pernicious habit of clutching 
nervously with the right hand at the off 
pommel to save yourself from some imaginary 
danger. So much does this unsightly habit 
grow upon beginners, that, unless checked, it 
will follow them through life. I know grown 
women who ride every day, and the very 
moment their horse breaks into a canter or a 
trot they lay a grim grip upon the pommel, 
and hold firmly on to it until the animal again 
lapses into a walk. And this they do un- 
consciously. The habit, given way to' in 
childhood, has grown so much into second 
nature that to tell them of it would amaze 
them. I once ventured to offer a gentle 
remonstrance upon the subject to a lady with 
whom I was extremely intimate, and she was 
not only astonished, but so displeased with 
me for noticing it, that she was never quite 
the same to me afterwards ; and so salutary 
was the lesson which I then received that I 
have since gone upon the principle of complete 
non-interference, and if I saw my fellow 
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equestriennes riding gravely upon their horses* 
heads I would not suggest the rationality 
of transferring their weight to the saddle. 
And this theory is a good one, or at least a 
wise one ; for humanity is so inordinately 
conceited that it will never take a hint kindly, 
unless asked for ; and not always even then. 

To sit erect upon your saddle is a point of 
great importance ; if you acquire a hahit of 
stooping it will grow upon you, and it is not 
only a great disfigurement, hut not unfre- 
quently a cause of serious accident, for if 
your horse suddenly throws up his head, he 
hits you upon the nose, and deprives you of 
more blood than you may be able to replace 
in a good while. 

As soon as you can feel yourself quite at 
home upon your mount, and have become 
accustomed to its walking motion, your 
attendant will urge him into a gentle trot. 
And now prepare yourseK for the beginning 
of sorrows. Your first sensation will be that 
of being shaken to pieces. You are, of course, 
yet quite ignorant of the art of rising in 
your saddle, and the trot of the horse fairly 
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chums you. Your hat shakes, your hair flaps, 
your elbows bang to your sides, you are 
altogether miserable. Still, you hold on 
l)ravely, though you are ready to cry from the 
horrors of the situation. 

Your attendant, by way of relieving you, 
changes the trot to a canter, and then you are 
suddenly transported to Elysium. The motion 
is heavenly. You have nothing to do but sit 
close to your saddle, and you are borne 
delightfully along. It is too ecstatic to last. 
Alas ! it will never teach you to ride, and so 
you return to the trot and the shaking and 
the jogging, the horrors of which are worse 
than anything you have ever previously 
experienced. You try vainly to give yourseK 
some ease, but fail utterly, and at length 
dismount — ^hot, tired, and disheartened. 

But against this latter you must resolutely 
fight. Eemember that nothing can be learned 
without trouble, and by-and-by you will be 
repaid. It is not everybody who has the gift 
of perseverance, and it is an invaluable attri- 
bute. It is a fact frequently commented upon, 
not alone by me but by many others also, that 
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if you go for the hiring of a horse to any 
London Kvery-stable you will be sent a good- 
looking beast enough, but he will not be able 
to trot a yard. Canter, canter, is all that he 
can do. And why ? He is kept for the ex- 
press purpose of carrying young ladies in the 
Eow, and these young ladies have never learnt 
to trot. They can dress themselves as vanity 
suggests in fashionably-cut habits, suffer them- 
selves to be lifted to the saddle, and sit there, 
looking elegant and pretty, whilst their horse 
canters gaily down the long ride ; but were the 
animal to break into a trot (which he is far too 
well tutored to attempt to do), they would 
soon present the same shaken, dilapidated, 
dishevelled, and utterly miserable appearance 
which you yourseK do after your first experi- 
ence of the difficulties which a learner has to 
encounter. 

The art of rising in the saddle is said to 
have been invented by one Dan Seffert, a 
very famous steeplechase jockey, who had, I 
believe, been a riding-master in the days of 
his youth. If this be true — ^which there is no 
reason to doubt — ^we have certainly to thank 
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him, for it is a vast improvement upon the 
jog-trot adopted hy the cavalry, which, how- 
ever well it may suit them and impart 
imiformity of motion to their " line -riding," 
is not by any means suited to a lady, either 
for appearances or for purposes of health. 

You come up for your next day's lesson in a 
very solemn mood. You are, in fact, con- 
siderably sobered. You had thought it was 
all plain sailing : it looked so easy. You had 
seen hundreds of persons riding, trotting, and 
even setting off to hunt, and had never 
dreamed that there had been any trouble in 
learning. Now you know the difficulties. and 
what is before you. 

You recall your sufferings during your 
first days upon the ice, or on the rink. How 
utterly impossible it seemed that you could 
ever excel; how you tumbled about; how 
miserably helpless you felt, and how many 
heavy falls you got ! Yet you conquered in 
the end, and so you will again. 

You take courage and mount your steed. 
First you walk him a little, as yesterday ; and 
then the jolting begins again. How are you 
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ever to get into that rise and fall which you 
have seen with others, and so much covet ? 
How are you to accomplish it? Only by 
doing as I tell you, and persevering in it. As 
your horse throws out his near foreleg press 
your foot upon your stirrup, in time to lift 
yourself shghtly as his off foreleg is next 
thrown out. Watch the motion of his legs, 
press your foot, and at the same time slightly 
lift yourself from your saddle. For a long 
while, many days perhaps, it will seem to 
be all wrong; you have not got into it one 
bit; you are just as far from it apparently 
as when you commenced. You are hot and 
vexed, and you, perhaps, cry with mortifica- 
tion and disappointment, as I have seen many 
a young beginner do ; bitterly worried and 
disheartened you are, and ready to give up, 
when, lo ! quite suddenly, as though it had 
come to you by magic and not through your 
own steady perseverance, you find yourself 
rising and falling mth the trot of the horse, 
and your labours are rewarded. 

After this your lessons are a source of 
delight. You no longer come from them 
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flushed and worried, but joyous and exultant 
and impatient for the next. You have begun 
to feel quite brave, and to throw out hints 
that you are longing for a good ride on 
the road. You now know how to make your 
horse trot and canter ; the first by a light 
touch of your whip and a gentle movement of 
your bridle through his mouth; the second 
by a sKght bearing of the rein upon the near 
side of his mouth, so as to make him go oS 
upon the right leg, and a Kttle warning touch 
of your heel. You fancy, in fact, that you 
are quite a horsewoman, and have already 
rolled up your hair into a neat knot, and 
hinted to papa that you should greatly like a 
habit. But, alas ! you have plenty of trouble 
yet before you, plenty to learn, plenty of falls 
to get and to bear. At present you can ride 
fairly well on the straight; but you know 
nothing of keeping your balance in time of 
danger. Your horse is very quiet, but if he 
chanced to put back his ears yon would 
be off. 

You are taught to maintain your balance in 
the following way : — 

3 
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Your attendant waits until your horse is 
cantering pretty briskly in a circle from left 
to right, when he suddenly cracks his whip 
close to the animal's heels, who immediately 
swerves and turns the other way. You have 
had no warning of the movement, and con- 
sequently you tumble off, and are put up 
again, feeling a httle shaken and a good deal 
crestfallen. Most likely you will fall again 
and again, until you have thoroughly mastered 
the art of riding from balance. 

This is a method I have seen adopted, 
especially in schools, with considerable suc- 
cess, but it is certainly attended with incon- 
venience to the learner, and with a goodly 
portion of the risk from falls which all who 
ride viust of necessity run. To ride well from 
balance is not a thing which can be accom- 
plished in a day, nor a month, nor perhaps a 
year. Many pass a life-time without prac- 
tically comprehending the meaning of the 
term. They ride every day, hold on to the 
bridle, guide their horses, and trust to chance 
for the rest ; but this is not true horsemanship. 
It could no more be called riding than could a 
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piece of mechanical pianoforte-playing be 
termed music. When you have, after much 
difficulty and delay, mastered the obstacles 
which marred your progress, you wiU then 
have the happy consciousness of feeling that 
however your horse may shy or swerve, or 
otherwise depart from his good manners, you 
can sit him with the ease and closeness of a 
young centaur. 

This art of riding from balance is not half 
sufficiently known. It is one most difficult to 
acquire, but the study is worth the labour- 
Nine-tenths of the lady equestrians, and 
perhaps even a greater number of gentlemen, 
ride from the horse's head ; a detestable 
practice which cannot be too highly con- 
demned. I must also warn you against 
placing too much stress upon the stirrup when 
your horse is trotting. You must bear in 
mind that the stirrup is intended for a support 
for the foot — ^not to be ridden from. By 
placing your right leg firmly around the 
up-pommel, and pressing the left knee against 
the leaping-head, you can accomplish the 
rise in your saddle with slight assistance 

3 * 
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from the stirrup ; and this is the proper way 
to ride. The lazy, careless habit into which 
many women fall, of resting the entire weight 
of the body upon the stirrup, not only fre- 
quently causes the leathers to snap at most 
inconvenient times, but is the lamentable 
cause of haK the sore backs and ugly galls 
from which poor horses suffer so severely. 

Ilaving at length perfected yourself in 
walking, trotting, cantering, and riding from 
balance, you have only to acquire the art of 
leaping— and then you will be finished, so far 
as teaching can make you so. Experience 
must do the rest. 

It is a good thing, when learning, to mount 
as many different horses as you possibly can ; 
always, of course, taking care that they are 
sufficiently trained not to endeavour to master 
you. Horses vary immensely in their action 
and gait of going : so much so, that if you do 
not accustom yourseK to a variety you will 
take your ideas from one alone, and will, when 
put upon a strange animal, find yourself 
completely at sea. 

Do not suffer anything to induce you to 
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take your first leap over a bar or pole similar 
to those used in schools. The horse sees the 
daylight under it, knows well that it is a 
sham, goes at it unwillingly, does not haK rise 
to it, drops his heels when in the air, and 
knocks it down with a crash, — only to do the 
same thing a second time, and a third, and 
a fourth also, if urged to do that which he 
despises. 

Choose a nice Httle hurdle about two feet 
high, well interwoven with gorse ; trot your 
horse gently up to it, and let him see what it 
is ; then, turn him back and send him at it, 
sitting close glued to. your saddle, with a firm 
but gentle grip of your reins, and your hands 
held low. To throw up the hands is a habit 
with all beginners, and should at once be 
checked. Fifty to one you will stick on all 
right, and, if you come off, why it's many a 
good man's case, and you must regard it as 
one of the chances of war. 

The next day you may have the gorse raised 
another half-foot above the hurdle, and so on 
by degrees, until you can sit with ease over a 
jump of five feet. Always bear in mind to 
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keep your hands quite down upon your horse's 
withers, and never interfere with his mouth. 
Sit well back, leave him his head, and he will 
not make a mistake. Of course, I am again 
surmising that he has been properly trained, 
and that you alone are the novice. To put a 
learner upon an untrained animal would be a 
piece of folly, not to say of wickedness, of 
which we hope nobody in this age of enhghten- 
ment would dream of being guilty. In jump- 
ing a fence or hurdle do not leave your reins 
quite slack ; hold them lightly but firmly, as 
your horse should jump against his bridle, 
but do not pull him. A gentle support is 
alone necessary. 

That absurd and vulgar theory about ^' lift- 
ing a horse at his fences," so freely affected 
by the ignorant youth of the present day, 
cannot be too strongly deprecated. That same 
*' hfting " has broken more horses' shoulders and 
more asses^ necks than anything else on record* 
A good hunter with a bad rider upon his back 
will actually shake his head free on coming up 
to a fence. He knows that he cannot do what 
i» expected of him if his mouth is to be 
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chucked and worried, any more than you or I 
could under similar circumstances, and so he 
asserts his liberty. How often, in a steeple- 
chase, one horse early deprived of his rider 
will voluntarily go the whole course and jump 
every obstacle in perfect safety, even with the 
reins dangling about his legs, yet never make 
a mistake ; whilst a score or so of compeers 
will be tumbhng at every fence. And why ? 
The answer is plain and simple. The free 
horse has his head, and his instinct tells him 
where to put his feet ; whereas the animals 
with riders upon their backs are dragged and 
pulled and sawn at, until irritation deprives 
them of sense and sight, and, rushing wildly 
at their fences (probably getting another tug 
at the moment of rising), they fall, and so 
extinguish their chance of a win. 

I do not, of course, in saying this, mean for 
a moment to question the judgment and 
horsemanship of very many excellent jockeys, 
whose ability is beyond comment and their 
riding without reproach. I speak of the rule, 
not of the few exceptions. 

Half the horses who fall in the hunting- 
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field are thrown down by their riders ; this is 
a fact too obvious to be contradicted. Men 
over-riding their horses, treating them with 
needless cruelty, riding them when already 
beaten : these are the fruitful causes of falls in 
the field, together with that most objection- 
able practice of striving to "lift " an animal 
who knows his duties far better than the man 
upon his back. It is a pity, and my heart has 
often bled to see how the noblest of God's 
created things is ill-treated and abused by the 
human brute who styles himseK the master. 
It is, indeed, a disgrace to our humanity that 
this priceless creature, given to a man with a 
mind highly wrought, sensitive, yearning for 
kindness, and capable of appreciating each 
word and look of the being whose willing slave 
it is, should be treated with cruelty, and in too 
many cases regarded but as a sort of machine 
to do the master's bidding. Who has not seen, 
and mourned to see, the tired, patient horse, 
spurred and dragged at by a remorseless rider, 
struggling gamely forward in the hunting- 
field, with bleeding mouth and heaving, bloody 
flanks, to enable a cruel task-master to see 
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the end of a second run, and even of a third, 
after having carried him gallantly through a 
long and intricate first? It is a piece of 
inhumanity which all humane riders see and 
deplore every day throughout the hunting 
season. We cannot stop it, but we can speak 
against it and write it down, and discountenance 
it in every possible way, as we are all bound 
to do. Why will not men be brought to see that 
in abusing their horses they are compassing 
their own loss ? that in taxing the powers of a 
beaten animal they are riding for a fall, and 
are consequently endangering the life which 
God has given them ? 

There is much to be learnt in the art of 
fencing besides hurdle-leaping. A good timber- 
jumper will often take a ditch or drain in a 
very indiflferent manner. I have seen a horse 
jump a five-barred gate in magnificent style, 
yet fall short into a comparatively narrow 
ditch ; and vice vend ; therefore, various kinds 
of jumps must be kept up, persevered in, and 
kept constantly in practice. Two things must 
always be preserved in view ; never sit loosely 
in your saddle, and always ride well from 
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balance, never from your horse's head. In 
taking an up jump leave him abundance of 
head-room, and sit well back, lest in his effort 
he knock you in the face. If the jump is a 
down one — what is known as an " ugly drop '^ 
— foUow the same rules ; but, when your 
horse is landing, give him good support from 
the bridle, as, should the ground be at all soffr 
or marshy, he might be apt to peck, and so 
give you an ugly fall. 

It is a disputed point whether or not horses 
like jumping. I am inclined to coincide in 
poor Whyte-Melville's opinion that they do 
not. He was a good authority upon most 
subjects connected with equine matters, and 
so he ought to know ; but of one thing I am 
positively certain : they abhor schooling* 
However a horse may tolerate or even enjoy 
a good fast scurry with hounds, there can be 
no doubt that he greatly dislikes being brought 
to his fences in cold blood. He has not, when 
schooling, the impetus which sends him 
along, nor the example or excitement to be 
met with in the hunting-field. The horse is 
naturally a timid animal, and this is why he 
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SO frequently stops short at his fences when 
schooling. He mistrusts his own powers. 
When running with hounds he is borne along 
by speed and by excitement, and so goes 
skying over obstacles which appal him when 
trotted quietly to them on a schooling day. 
It is just the difference which an actor feels 
between a chilling rehearsal and the night 
performance, when the. theatre is crowded and 
the clapping of hands and the shouting of 
approving voices lend life and spirit to the 
part he plays. 

You will probably get more falls whilst 
schooling than ever you will get in the 
hunting-field, but a few weeks' steady practice 
over good artificial fences or a nice natural 
country, will give you a firm seat and an 
amount of confidence which will stand to you 
as friends. 
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PABK AND BOAD RIDING. 



• 



CHAPTEE IV. 

HOW TO DRESS. — A COUNTRY- GIRL 's IDEAS UPON 

THE SUBJECT. HOW TO PUT ON YOUR 

RIDING-GEAR. HOW TO PRESERVE IT. ^FIRST 

ROAD-RIDE. BACKING. REARING, AND HOW 

TO PREVENT IT. 

Having now mastered the art of riding, you 
will of course be desirous of appearing in 
the parks and on the public roadways, and 
exhibiting the prowess which it has cost you 
so much to gain. 

For your outfit you wiU require, in addition 
to the articles already in your possession, a 
nice well-made habit of dark cloth. If you 
are a very young girl, grey will be the most 
suitable ; if not, dark blue. If you live in 
London, pay a visit to Mayfair, and get Mr. 
Wolmershausen to make it for you; if in 
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Dublin, Mr. Scott, of Sackville Street, will do 
equally well ; indeed, for any sort of riding- 
gear, ladies' or gentlemen's, he is not to 
be excelled. If you are not within easy 
distance of a city, go to the best tailor 
you can, and give him directions, which he 
must not be above taking. Skirt to reach six 
inches below the foot, well shaped for the 
knee, and neatly shotted at end of hem just 
below the right foot ; elastic band upon inner 
side, to catch the left toe, and to retain the 
skirt in its place. It should be made tight 
and spare, without one inch of superfluous cloth ; 
jacket close-fitting, but sufficiently easy to 
avoid even the suspicion of being squeezed ; 
sleeves perfectly tight, except at the setting 
on, where a sKght puffiness over the shoulder 
should give the appearance of increased width 
of chest. No braiding nor ornamentation of 
any sort to appear. A small neat Knen 
collar, upright shape, with cuflFs to correspond, 
should be worn with the habit, no frilling 
nor fancy work being admissible — the collar 
to be fastened with a plain gold or silver 
stud. 
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The nicest hat to ride in is an ordinary silk 
one, much lower than they are usually made, 
and generally requiring to be manufactured 
purposely to fit and suit the head. Of course, 
if you are a young girl, the melon shape will 
not be unsuitable, but the other is more in 
keeping, more becoming, and vastly more 
economical in the end, although few can be 
induced to beheve this. It is the custom in 
many households to purchase articles for their 
cheapness, without any regard to quality or 
durability, and this you should endeavour to 
avoid. Speaking from experience, the best 
things are always the cheapest. I pay from a 
guinea to a guinea and a half for a good silk 
hat, and find that it wears out four felt ones of 
the quality usually sold at ten and sixpence. 
There is no London house at which you can 
procure better articles or better value than at 
Lincoln, Bennett, & Co., Sackville Street, 
Piccadilly. For nearly half a century they 
have been the possessors of an admirable 
contrivance, which should be seen to be 
appreciated, by which not alone is the size of 
the head ascertained, but its precise shape is 
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definitely marked and suited, thus avoiding all 
possibility of that distressing pressure upon 
the temples, which is a fruitful source of 
headache and discomfort to so many riders. 
Hats made at this firm require no elastics — 
if it be considered desirable to dispense with 
such — as the fit is guaranteed. Never wear a 
veil on horseback, except it be a black one, 
and nothing with a border looks well. A plain 
band of spotted net, just reaching below the 
nostrils, and gathered away into a neat knot 
behind, is the most distingue. Do not wear 
anything sufficiently long to cover the mouth, 
or it will cause you inconvenience on wet and 
frosty days. For dusty roads a black gauze 
veil will be found useful, but avoid, as you 
would poison, every temptation to wear even 
the faintest scrap of colour on horseback. All 
such atrocities as blue and green veils have 
happily long since vanished, but, even still, a 
red bow, a gaudy flower stuck in the button- 
hole, and, oh, horror of horrors ! a pocket hand- 
kerchief appearing at an opening in the bosom, 
looking like a miniature fomentation — these 
still occasionally shock the eyes of sensitive 
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persons, and cause us to marvel at the wearer's 
bad taste. 

I was once asked to take a young lady with 
me for a ride in the park, to witness a field- 
day, or polo match, or something or another 
of especial interest which happened to be 
going forward. I would generally prefer being 
asked to face a battery of Zulus rather than 
act as chaperone to young lady equestriennes, 
who are usually ignorant of riding, and in- 
sufferably badly turned out. However, upon 
this occasion I could not refuse. The lady's 
parents were kind, amiable country folks, who 
had invested a portion of their wealth in 
sending their daughter up to town to get 
lessons from a fashionable riding-master, and 
to ride out with whomsoever might be induced 
to take her. 

Well, the »young lady's horse was the first 
arrival : a hired hack — ^usual style ; bones 
protruding — knees well over — crusty bridle — 
greasy reins — dirty girths — and dilapidated 
saddle, indifferently polished up for the 
occasion. 

The young lady herself came next, stepping 
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daintily out of a cab, as though she were quite 
mistress of the situation. Ye gods ! What a 
get up ! I was positively electrified. Her 
habit — certainly well made — ^was of bright 
blue cloth, with worked frills at the throat 
and wrists. She wore a brilliant knot of 
scarlet ribbon at her neck, and a huge bouquet 
in her button-hole. Her hat was a silk one, 
set right on the back of her head, with a velvet 
rosettte and steel buckle in front, and a long 
veil of grey gauze streaming out behind. 
When we add orange gloves, and a riding- whip 
with a gaudy tassel appended to it, you have 
the details of a costume at once singular and 
unique. 

I did not at first know whether to get a 
sudden attack of the measles or the toothache, 
and send her out with my groom to escort her, 
but discarding the thought as ill-natured, I 
compromised matters by bringing her to my 
own room, and effecting alterations in her 
toilet which soon gave her a more civilised 
appearance. I set the hat straight upon her 
head, and bound it securely in its place, 
removed from it the gauze and buckle, and 

4 
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tied en one of my own plain black veils of 
simple spotted net. I could not do away 
with the frilTings, for they were stitched on 
as though they were never meant to come off ; 
but the red bow I replaced with a silver 
arroWy threw away the flowers, removed the 
whip^-tassely and substituted a pair of my own 
gloves for the cherished orange kid. Then we 
set out. 

I wanted to go a quiet way to the parky 
so a» to avoid the streets of the town, but she 
would not have it. Nothing would do that 
girl but to go bang through the most crowded 
parts of the city, the hired hack sliding over 
the asphalt e, and the rider (all unconscious 
of her danger) bowing dehghtedly to her 
acquaintances as she passed along. Poor 
girl r that first day out of the riding-school 
was a gala day for her. 

The nicest gloves for riding are pale cream 
leather, worked thickly on the backs with 
black. A few pairs of these will keep you. 
going, for they clean beautifully. A plain 
riding-whip without a tassel, and a second 
habit of dark hoQand if you Eve in the 
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country, will complete your necessary out- 
fit. 

I shall now give yon a few hints as to the 
best method of patting on yonr riding gear, 
and of preserving ttie sLe iter rain or lard 
weather. Your habit-maker will, of course, 
put large hooks around the waist of your 
bodice, and eyes of corresponding size attached 
to the skirt, so that both may be kept in their 
place, but if you have been obliged to entrust 
your cloth to a country practitioner, who has 
neglected these minor necessaries, be sure you 
look to them yourself, or you will some day 
find that the opening of your skirt is right at 
your back, and that the place shaped out for 
your knee has twisted round until it hangs in 
unsightly crookedness in front of the buttons 
of your bodice. 

Let it be a rule with you to avoid using any 
pins. Put two or three neat stitches in the 
back of your coUar, so as to afi^ it to your 
jacket, having first measured to see that the 
ends shall meet exactly evenly in front, where 
you wiU fasten them neatly with a stud. The 
ordinary system of placing one pin at the 

4* 
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back of the collar and one at either end is 
much to be deprecated. Frequently one of 
these pins becomes undone, and then the 
discomfort is incalculable, especially if, as 
often occurs, you are out for a long day, and 
nobody happens to be able to accommodate 
you with another. 

Pinning cuffs is also a reprehensible habit, 
for the reason just stated. Two or three little 
stitches where they will not show, upon the 
inner side of the sleeve, will hold the cuff 
securely in its place and prevent it turning 
round or slipping up or down, any of which 
will be calculated to cause discomfort to the 
rider. 

It is not a bad method, either, to stitch a 
small button at the back of the neck of the 
jacket, upon the inner side, upon which the 
collar can be secured, fastening the cuffs in 
the same manner to buttons attached to the 
inner portion of each sleeve. In short, 
anything in the shape of a device which will 
check the unseemlyhabitof using a multiplicity 
of pins, may be regarded as a welcome innova- 
tion, and at once adopted. 
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It is a good plan, when yon nndress from 
your ride, to ascertain whether yonr collar 
and cuffs are sufficiently clean to serve you 
another day, and if they are not, replace them 
at once by fresh ones ; for it may happen that 
when you go to attire yourself for your next 
ride, you may be too hurried to look after 
what should always be a positive necessity, 
namely, perfectly spotless linen. 

There is a material, invented in America 
and as yet but little known amongst us here, 
which is invaluable to all who ride. It is 
called Celluloid, and from it collars, cuffs, and 
shirt-fronts are manufactured whueh resemble 
the finest and whitest hnen, yet which never 
spot, never crush, never become limp, and 
never require washing, save as one would 
wash a china saucer, in a basin of clear water, 
using a fine soft towel for the drying process. 
I do not know the nature of the composition, 
but I can certainly bear testimony to its 
worth, and being inexpensive as weU as con- 
venient, it cannot fail, when known, to become 
highly popular. 

The adjusting of your hat is another 
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important item. Stitch a piece of black 
elastic (the single-cord round kind is the best) 
from one side — ^the inner one of conrse — ^to 
the other, of just sufficient length to catch 
well beneath yonr hair. This elastic yon can 
stretch over the leaf of yonr hat at the back, 
and then, when the hat is on and nicely 
adjusted to your taste in front, you have only 
to put back your hand and bring the band of 
elastic deftly under your hair. The hat wiU 
then be immovable, and the elastic will not 
show. In fastening your veil, a short steel 
pin with a round black head is the best. The 
steel sUps easily through the leaf of the hat, 
and the head, being glossy and large, is easily 
laoMi mthou; gropi4 o/delay. wLeveryou 
may desire to divest yourself of it. 

I shall now teU you how to proceed with 
the various items of your toilet on coming 
home, after being overtaken by stress of 
weather. No matter how wealthy you may 
be, or how many servants you may be entitled 
to keep, always look after these things your- 
seK. 

Hang the skirt of your habit upon a clothes- 



PAKE AND KOAB BIBING. 55 

horse, with a stick placed across inside to 
extend it folly. Leave it until thoroughly 
dry, and then brush carefully. The bodice 
must be hung in a cool dry place, but never 
placed near the fire, or the cloth will shrink, 
and probably discolour- 

Dip your veil into clear cold water, give it 
one or two gentle squeezes, shake it out, and 
hang it on a line, spreading it neatly with 
your fingers, so that it may take no fold in the 
drying. 

Your hat comes next. Dip a fine small 
Turkey sponge, kept for the purpose and freed 
from sand, into a basin of lukewarm water, 
and draw it carefully around the hat. Ee- 
peat the process, going over every portion of 
it, until crown, leaf, and all are thoroughly 
cleansed ; then hang in a cool, airy place to dry. 
In the morning take a soft brush, which use 
gently over the entire surface, and you will 
have a perfectly new hat. No matter how 
shabby may have been your headpiece, it will 
be quite restored, and will look all the better 
for its washing. This is one of the chief 
advantages of silk hats. Do not omit to 
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brush after the washing and drying process, 
or your hat vnH have that unsightly appear- 
ance of having been ironed, which is so 
frequently seen in the hunting-field, because 
gentlemen who are valeted on returning from 
their sport care nothing about the manage- 
ment of their gear, but leave it all to the 
valet, who gives the hat the necessary 
washing, but is too lazy or too careless to 
brush it next day, and his master takes it 
from his hand and puts it on without ever 
noticing its xmsightUness. Sometimes it is 
the master himself whose clumsy handiwork 
is to blame ; but be it master or servant, the 
result is too often the same. 

Should your gloves be thoroughly, or even 
slightly wetted, stretch them upon a pair of 
wooden hands kept for the purpose, and if 
they are the kind which I have recommended 
to you — I mean the best quality of double- 
stitched cream leather — they will be little the 
worse. 

Having now, I think, exhausted the sub- 
ject of your clothing, and given you all 
the friendly hints in my power, I am ready 
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to accompany you upon your first road 
ride. 

Go out with e^ery confidence, accompanied 
of course by a companion or attendant, and 
make up your mind never to be caught napping, 
but to be ever on the alert. You must not 
lose sight of the fact that a bird flitting 
suddenly across, a donkey's head laid without 
warning against a gate, a goat's horns 
appearing over a wall, or even a piece of 
paper blown along upon the ground, may 
cause your horse to shy, and if you are not 
sitting close at the time, woe betide you! 
Always remember the rule of the road, keep 
to your left-hand side, and if you have to pass 
a vehicle going your way, do so on the right 
of it. Never neglect this axiom, no matter 
how lonely and deserted the highway may 
appear, for recollect that if you fail to comply 
with it, and that any accident chances to 
occur, you will get all the blame, and receive 
no compensation. 

Never trot your horse upon a hard road 
when you have a bit of grass at the side 
on which you can canter him. Even if there 
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-are only a few blades it will be suflBcient to 
take the jar off his feet. 

If you meet with a hill or high bridge, trot 
him up and walk him quietly down the other 
side. If going down a steep decline, sit well 
back and leave him his head, at the same 
time keeping a watchful hand upon the rein 
for fear he should chance to make a false 
step, that you may be able to pull him up ; 
but do not hold him tightly in, as many timid 
riders are apt to do, thus hobbling his move- 
ments and preventing him seeing where he is 
to put his feet. If he has to clamber a steep 
hill with you, leave him unlimited head-room, 
for it is a great ease to a horse to be able to 
stretch his neck, instead of being held tightly 
in by nervous hands, which is frequently the 
occasion of his stumbling. 

Should your horse show temper and attempt 
to back with you, leave him the rein, touch 
him lightly with your heel, and speak en- 
couragingly to him; should he persist, your 
attendant must look to the matter; but a 
horse who possesses this dangerous vice should 
never be ridden by a lady. I have surmised 
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that yours has been properly trained, and 
doubtless you might ride for the greater 
portion of a lifetime without having to en- 
counter a decided jibber, but it is as well to 
be prepared for all emergencies. Should a 
horse at any time rear with you, throw the 
xein loose, sit close, and bring your whip 
sharply across his flank. If this is not 
effectual, you may give him the butt-end of 
it between the ears, which will be pretty 
sure to bring him down. This is a point, 
however, upon which I write with con- 
siderable reserve, for many really excellent 
riders find fault with the theory set forth and 
adopted by me. One old sportsman in 
particular shows practically how seriously he 
objects to it by suffering himseK to be 
tumbled back upon ahnost daily by a vicious 
animal, in preference to adopting coercive 
measures for his own safety. 

My reasons for striking a rearing horse are 
set forth with tolerable clearness in one of 
the letters which form an appendix to this 
volume ; but, although I do it myself, I do 
not undertake the responsibihty of advising 
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others to do likewise, especially if a nervous 
timidity form a portion of their nature. I 
am strongly of opinion, however, that 
decisive measures are at times an absolute 
necessity, and that the most effectual remedy 
for an evil is invariably the best to adopt. I 
have heard it said by two very eminent 
horsemen that to break a bottle of water 
between the ears of a rearing animal is an 
excellent and effectual cure. Perhaps it may 
be — and, on such authority, we must suppose 
that it is — but I should not care to be the one 
to try it, although I consider no preventive 
measure too strong to adopt when dealing 
with so dangerous a vice. A horse may be 
guilty of jibbing, bolting, kicking, or almost 
any other fault, through nervousness or 
timidity, but rearing is a vicious trick, and 
must be treated with prompt determination. 
It would be useless to speak encouragingly to 
a rearer ; he is vexing you from vice, not 
from nervousness, and so he needs no re- 
assurance — do not waste words upon him, 
but bring him to his senses with promptitude, 
or whilst you are dallying he may tumble 
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back upon you, and put remonstrance out of 
your power for some time to come, if not for 
ever. In striking Mm, if you do so, do not 
indulge in the belief that you are safe because 
he drops quickly upon his fore-legs, but on 
the contrary, be folly prepared for the kick or 
buck which wiU be pretty sure to follow, and 
which (unless watched for) wiU be hkely to 
unseat even a most skilfal rider. Both rearing 
and plunging may, however, be effectually 
prevented by using the circular bit and 
martingale, procurable at Messrs. Davis, 
saddlers, 14, Strand, London. This admirable 
contrivance should be fitted above the mouth- 
piece of an ordinary snaffle or Pelham bridle. 
It is infinitely before any other which I have 
seen used for the same purpose, has quite a 
separate headstall, and should be put on and 
arranged before the addition of the customary 
ridle. Being secured to the breastplate by a 
standing martingale, it requires no reins. 
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CHAPTEK V. 

BUNNINa AWAY. THREE DANGEROUS ADVEN- 
TURES. — ^HOW TO ACT WHEN PLACED IN 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF PERIL. ^HOW TO RIDE A. 

PULLER. — THROUGH THE CITY. — -TO A MEET 
OF HOUNDS. BOASTFUL LADIES. — ^A BRAG- 
GART'S RESOURCE. 

In the event of a horse numing away, you 
must of course be guided by circTimstances 
and surroundings, but my advice always is, 
if you have a fair road before you, let him go. 
Do not attempt to hold him in, for the 
support which you aflford him with the bridle 
only helps the mischief. Leave his head 
quite loose, and when you feel him beginning 
to tire — which he will soon do without the 
support of the reiu — ^flog him until he is ready 
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to stand still. I warrant that a horse treated 
thus, especially if you can breast him up hill, 
will rarely run away a second time. He never 
forgets his punishment, nor seeks to put him- 
self in for a repetition of it. 

I have been run away with three times in 
my life, but never a second time by the same 
horse. It may amuse you to hear how I 
escaped upon each occasion. 

The first time, I was riding a beautiful Uttle 
thoroughbred mare, which a dear lady friend 
— ^now, alas ! deid — had asked me to try for 
her. The mare had been a flat-racer, and, 
having broken down in one of her trials, had 
been purchased at a cheap rate, being still 
possessed of beauty and a considerable turn of 
speed. 

Well, we got on splendidly together for an 
hour or so on the fifteen acres, Phoenix Park, 
but, when returning homewards, some boys 
who were playing close by struck her with a 
ball on the leg. In a second she was off like 
the wind, tearing down the long road which 
leads from the Phoenix to the gates. She had 
the bit between her teeth, and held it like & 
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vice. My only fear was lest she should lose 
her footing and fall, for the roadway was 
covered from edge to edge with new shingle. 
On she went in her mad career, amidst the 
shrieks of thousands, for the day was Easter 
Monday, and the park was crowded. Soldiers, 
civilians, lines of policemen strove to form a 
barrier for her arrest. In vain ! She knocked 
down some, fled past others, and continued 
her headlong course. 

All this time I was sittiug as if glued to my 
saddle. At the mare's first starting I had 
endeavoured to pull her up, but finding that 
this was hopeless, I left the rein loose upon 
her neck. Having then no support for her 
head, she soon tired, and the instant I felt 
her speed relaxing I took up my whip and 
punished her within an inch of her life. I 
made her go when she wanted to stop, and 
only suffered her to pull up just within the 
gates, where she stood covered with foam and 
trembling in every limb. 

Her owner subsequently told me that during 
the three years which she afterwards kept her 
she never rode so biddable a mare. 
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I must not forget to mention the comic side 
of the adventure as well as the more serious. 
It struck me as being particularly Indicrous 
npon that memorable occasion that an old gen- 
tleman, crimson with wrath, actually attacked 
my servant in the most irate manner because 
he had not clattered after me during the 
progress of the mare's wild career. " How 
dare you, sir," cried this irascible old gentle- 
man, " how dare you attempt to neglect your 
young lady in this cowardly manner ? " Nor 
was his anger at all appeased when informed 
that I as a matron was my own care-taker, 
and that my attendant had strict injunctions 
not to follow me in the event of my horse 
being startled or running away. 

My next adventure was much more serious, 
and occurred also within the gates of the 
Phoenix Park. 

Some troops were going through a variety 
of manoeuvres preparing for a field-day, and 
a knot of them had been posted behind and 
around a large tree with fixed bayonets in 
their hands. Suddenly they got the order to 
move, and at the same instant the sun shone 
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out and glinted brilliantly upon the glittering 
steel. I was riding a horse which had lately 
been given me ; a fine, raking chestnnt, with 
a temper of his own to manage. He turned 
hke a shot, and sped away at untold speed. 
I had no open space before me ; therefore I 
durst not let him go. It was an enclosed 
portion of the park, thickly studded with 
knots of trees, and I knew that if he bore me 
through one of these my earthly career would 
most probably be ended. I strove with all 
the strength and all the art which I possessed 
to pull him up. It was of no use. I might 
as well have been pulling at an oak-tree; it 
only made him go the faster. 

Happily my presence of mind remained. I 
saw at once that my only chance was to 
breast him against the rails of the cricket- 
ground, and for these I made straight, prepared 
for the shock and for the turn over which I 
knew must inevitably follow. He dashed up to 
the rails, and when within a couple of inches 
of them he swerved with an awful sudden- 
ness, which, only that I was accustomed to 
ride from balancei must have at once unseated 



PABE AND BOAD BIDING. 67 

me, and darted away at greater speed than 
■ever. Eight before me was a tree, one heavy 
bough of which hung very low — and straight 
for this he made, nor could I turn his course. 
I knew my fate, and bent on a level with my 
saddle, but not low enough, for the branch 
caught me in the forehead and sent me reeling 
senseless to the ground. 

I soon got over the shock, although my 
arm (which was badly torn by a projecting 
branch) gave me some trouble after ; but the 
bough was cut down the next day by order of 
the Lord Lieutenant, and the park-rangers 
still point out the spot as the place where 
^^ the lady was nearly killed." 

My third runaway was a hunting adven- 
ture, and occurred only a few months since. 

I had a letter one morning from an old 
friend, informing me that a drag-hunt was 
to take place about thirty miles from Dublin 
to finish the season with the county harriers, 
and that he, my friend, wished very much 
that I would come down in my habit by the 
mid-day train and ride a big bay horse of his, 
respecting which he was desirous of obtaiimig 
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my opinion. I never take long to make up 
my mind, so, after a glance at my tablets, 
which showed me that I was free for the day, 
I donned my habit, and caught the specified 
train. 

At the station at the end of my journey I 
found the big bay saddled and awaiting me, 
and haying mounted him I set off for the 
kennels, from a field near which the drag was 
to be run. I took the huntsman for a pilot, 
knowing that the servant, who was my atten- 
dant, was rather a duffer at the chase. 

The instant that the hounds were laid on 
and the hunt started, my big mount com- 
menced to pull hard, and by the time the 
first fence was reached his superior strength 
had completely mastered mine. He was 
pulling like a steam-engine, head down, ears 
laid backward, neck set like iron. My bhstered 
hands were powerless to hold him. He rushed 
wildly at the fence, and striking the horse of 
a lady who was just landing over it, turned 
him and his rider a complete somersault ! I 
subsequently learned that the lady escaped 
unhurt, but I could not at the moment pause 
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to inquire, for my huge mount, clearing the 
jump and ten feet beyond it, completely took 
head, and bore me away from the field 

Over park, over pale, 
Through bush, through briar, 

imtil my head fairly reeled, and I felt that 
some terrible calamity must ensue. 

Happily he was a glorious fencer, or I must 
have perished, for he jumped every obstacle 
with a rush ; staked fences, wide ditches— so 
wide that he landed over them on his belly — 
tangled gorse, and branches of rivers swoUen 
by recent rains ; he flew them aU. At length, 
when my strength was quite exhausted and 
my dizzy brain utterly powerless and con- 
fused, I beheld before me a stone wall, a high 
one, with heavy coping-stones upon the top. 
At this I resolved to breast him, and run my 
chance for life or death in the turn over, 
which, from the pace at which we were 
approaching it, I knew must be a mighty one. 
In a moment we were up to it and, with a 
cry to heaven for mercy, I dug him with my 
spur and sent him at it. To my utter 
astonishment, for the wall was six and a half 
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feet liigh, he put down his head, rushed at it, 
cleared it without ever laying a shoe upon the 
topmost stones, and landed with a frightful sKp 
and clatter, but still safely on his feet — 
where ? in the midst of a farm-yard. 

Were it not that this adventure actually 
occurred to myself, I should be strongly 
tempted to question its authenticity. That 
there are horses — especially Irish ones — quite 
capable of compassing such a jump, there 
cannot be the sKghtest doubt ; but I have 
never before or since seen one who could do 
it without being steadied as he approached 
the obstacle. In the ordinary course of events 
a runaway steed would strike it with his head 
and turn over, — which was what I expected 
and desired — ^but no such thing occurred, and 
to the latest hour of my life it must remain 
a mystery to me that upon the momentous 
occasion in question neither horse nor rider 
was injured, nor did any accident ensue. 
Nothing more disastrous than a considerable- 
disturbance in the farm-yard actually occurred; 
but it was indeed a mighty one. 

Such a commotion amongst fowls was surely 
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never witnessed ; the ducks quacked, the 
turkeys screeched, the hens ran hither and 
thither ; two pigs, eating from a trough close 
by, set up a most terrific squalling, dogs 
barked, and two or three women, who were 
spreading clothes upon a line, added to the 
general confusion by flinging down the gar- 
ments with which they had been busy and 
taking to their heels, shrieking Yociferously. 
In the meantime the big bay, perceiving that 
he had run to the end of his tether, stood 
snorting and foaming, looking hither and 
thither in helpless amazement and dismay ; 
whilst I, relieved at length of my anxiety, 
burst first into tears, and then into shouts of 
hearty laughter, as I fully took in the absurdity 
of the situation. 

After a considerable delay one of the women 
was induced to come forward and listen to a 
recital of my adventure ; and the others, being 
assured that ^^the baste " would not actually 
devour them, came near me also, and we held 
an amicable council as to the possibility of 
my ever getting out, for the gates were 
locked, and the owner of the property was 
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away at a fair in the neighbonriiig town and 
had the key stowed away in his pocket. To 
jnmp the wall again was impracticable. No 
horse that ever was foaled could do it in cool 
blood ; nor was I willing to risk the experiment, 
even if my steed made no objection. 

At length we decided upon the only plan. 
I dismounted, and, taking the rein over my 
arm, led my mighty hunter across the yard, 
induced him to stoop his head to enter by a 
back door through a passage in the farm- 
house, and from thence through the kitchen 
and front door, out on to the road. I have a 
cheerful recollection of an old woman, who was 
knitting in the chimney-comer, going off into 
Bcreams and hysterics as I and my big steed 
walked in upon her solitude, a loose shoe and 
a very audible blowing making the entrance of 
my equine companion even more prononce than 
it would otherwise have been. The poor old 
creature flung down her needles, together with 
the cat which had been quietly reposing in 
her lap, and kicking up her feet yelled and 
bellowed at the top of a very discordant voice. 
It took the combined efforts of all four 
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women to pacify her, and she was still 
shrieking long after I had mounted the big 
bay and ridden him back to inform his owner 
of how charmingly he had behaved. 

I have now told you three anecdotes, partly 
for your amusement and partly for your in- 
struction ; but I would not have you think 
that it would be at all times and under all 
circumstances a wise thing to ride a runaway 
horse against so formidable an obstacle as a 
stone wall. Mine was, I hope, an exceptional 
case. When the animal was led down to 
meet me at the station, I saw, not without 
misgiving, that I was destined to ride in a 
so-called " safety-stirrup," and at the time 
when he took head with me my foot waQ 
fixed as in a vice in this dangerous and 
horrible trap, from which I could not succeed 
in releasing it. FeeKng that my brain was 
whirling, and that I could not longer main- 
tain my seat in the saddle, I rode for an 
overthrow, which I deemed infinitely better 
than being dragged by the foot over an 
intricate country, and most probably having 
my brains scattered by a pair of crashing 
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heels. If a horse should at any time nm 
away with you, keep your seat whilst you can 
do so, and whilst you have anything of a fair 
road before you ; but if there is any danger 
of your being thrown or losing your seat whilst 
your foot is caught, then by all means ride 
for a fall ; put your horse at something thafc 
wiU bring him down, and when he is down 
struggle on to his head, that he may not rise 
until somebody has come to your assistance. 
Of course the experiment is fraught with 
excessive danger, but it is not certain death, 
as the other alternative must undoubtedly be. 
I cannot, however, wish you better than to 
hope most fervently that you may never be 
placed in a position which would necessitate 
your making a choice between two such 
mighty evils. Avoid riding strange horses. 
No matter how accomplished a horsewoman 
you may become, do not be too ready ta 
comply with the request to try this or thafc 
unknown mount. I have done it myself, 
often, and probably shall again ; *. but my 

'•'' This was written previous to the accident which 
has disabled me. 
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experience prompts me to warn others against 
a practice wMcli is frequently fraught with 
danger to a lady. A horse knows quite well 
when a strange or timid rider gets upon his 
back, and if he does not kill you outright, he 
will probably make such a "hare" of you as 
will not be at all agreeable, either for yourself 
or for the lookers-on. 

Whenever you take a young horse upon 
grass, whether he be a stranger to you or 
otherwise, be prepared for a certain show of 
friskiness which he does not usually exhibit 
upon the road. The soft springy turf beneath 
his feet imbues him with feehngs of hilarity 
which he finds himself powerless to resist, 
and so you, his rider, must prepare for his 
little vagaries. He will, most probably, in 
the first place try a succession of bucks, and 
for these you must prepare by sitting very 
close to your saddle, your knee well pressed 
against the leaping-head, and your figure 
erect, but not thrown back, as the shock, or 
shocks to your spine would in such a case be 
not only painful but positively dangerous, and 
should therefore be carefully avoided. He 
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will next be likely to romp away, pulling yon 
mncli harder than is at all agreeable, and 
seemingly inclined to take head with yon 
altogether. As a remedy against this yon 
must neither yield to him nor pull against him. 
I have heard fairly good riders advocate by 
turns both systems of management, especially 
the former; indeed, the expression, "Drop 
your hands to him," has become so general 
amongst teachers of the equestrian art, that 
it has almost passed into a proverb. I do 
not advocate it, nor do I deem it advisable 
ever to pull against a pulling horse. When 
an animal tries to forereach you, you should 
neither give up to him nor yet pull one ounce 
against him. Close your fingers firmly upon 
the reins and keep your arms perfectly 
motionless, your hands well down, without 
giving or taking one quarter of an inch. In 
a stride or two he will be sure to yield to 
your hand, at which moment you should 
immediately yield to him, and his wondrous 
powers of intelligence will soon enable him to 
discern that you are not to be trifled with. 
Were you to give up to him when he rushes 
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away or romps with his head he would very 
soon be going all abroad, and would give you 
a vast amount of trouble to pull him into 
proper form. Above all things, keep clear of 
trees, of which I myself have an unbounded 
dread. Should you have occasion to ride 
through a city, give your eyes and attention 
to your horse, and not to passing acquaintances, 
for in the present dangerous tangle of tram- 
lines, sKppery pavements, and ill-driven 
vehicles, it will require all your energies to 
bring you safely through. Never trot your 
horse through a town or city: walk him 
quietly through such portion of it as you have 
to pass, and leave him abundant head-room, 
that his intelligence may pick out a way for 
his own steps. 

A very nice ride for a lady is to a meet of 
the hounds, if such should occur within 
reasonable distance, say from four to eight 
miles. The sight is a very pretty one, and 
there is not any reason why you should not 
thoroughly enjoy it ; but having only ridden 
to see the meet, you must be careful not to 
interfere with, nor get in the way of, those 
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about to ride the run. Nothing is more 
charming than to see three or four ladies, 
nicely turned out, arrive to grace the meet 
with their presence, but nothing is more 
abominable than the same number of amazons 
■coming galloping up in [full hunting toggery, 
although without the least idea of hunting, 
and rushing hither and thither, frightening 
the hounds and getting in everybody's way, 
as though they were personages of the vastest 
possible importance, and meant to ride with a 
skill not second to that of the Nstzares. Such 
women are the horror and spoliation of every 
hunting-field. They dash off with the hounds 
the moment the fox is found, but happily the 
first fence stops them, and a fervent thankful- 
ness is felt by every true lover of the chase 
as they pause discomfited, look dismally at 
the yawning chasm, and jog crestfallen away 
to the road. 

There are many ladies, and estimable ladies, 
too, who take out their horses every hunting- 
day, and by keeping upon the roadways see all 
that they can of the hounds. Sometimes 
they are fortunate, sometimes not ; it depends 
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upon the line of country tstken. Their 
position is, in my opinion, a most miserable 
one ; yet they must derive enjoyment from it, 
else why do thej come ? They surely caimot 
imagine that they are participating in the 
hunt ; yet it affords them amusement to keep 
pottering about, and enables them to make 
their little harmless boast to credulous friends 
of their "hunting days," and the "runs" 
they have seen throughout the season. Indeed, 
so far does this passion for boasting carry the 
fair sex, that I myself know two young ladies 
who never saw a hound in their Kves, except 
from the inside of a shabby waggonette, yet 
who brag in so audacious a manner that they 
have been heard to declare to gentlemen at 
evening dances, " EeaUy we cawn't dawnce ; 
we are so tired ! Out all day with the Wards 
— and had such a clipping I'un ! " 

This sort of thing only makes us smile 
when we hear it amongst ladies, but when 
men resort to it we become inspired with 
sufficient contempt to feel a longing desire to 
offer them severer chastisement than our 
derision. 
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I once asked a little mannikin, who liad 
given himself the name and airs of a great 
rider, if he would be kind enough to pilot 
me over . an intricate piece of country with 
which I was unacquainted. The creature 
pulled his little moustaches, and sniffed, and 
hemmed and hawed, and finally said, ^*Aw, 
I'm sure I should be delighted, but you see I 
ride so deuced hard, I should not expect a lady 
to be able to keep up with me." I said 
nothing, but acted as my own pilot, and took 
opportunity to watch my hard-riding friend 
during the course of the run. He positively 
never jumped a fence, but worked rampantly 
at locks of gates, and bribed country-folks to 
let him pass through. The last I saw of him 
he was whipping his horse over a narrow 
ditch, preparatory to scrambling it himself on 
foot. 

And this man was only one of many, for 
the really accomplished rider never boasts. 
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HUNTING. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

HUNTING-GEAR. — NECESSARY REGARD FOR SAFE 
SHOEING. — DRIVE TO THE MEET. — SCENE ON 
ARRIVING. — ^A WORD WITH THE HUNTSMAN. 
— ^A GOOD PILOT. — THE COVERT SIDE. DIS- 
APPOINTMENT. — ^A LONG TROT. 

Now that you are thoroughly at home on your 
saddle — ^in the park, on the road, and over the 
country — ^you are doubtless longing to display 
your prowess in the hunting-field, and thither 
we shaU have much pleasure in accompanying 
you. 

Your outfit will be the first thing to con- 
sider ; and do not be alarmed when I tell you 
that it will require a little more generosity on 
the part of papa than you have hitherto called 
upon him to exercise. 

6 
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To commence with your feet — ^which I know 
is contrary to custom — ycu will need two 
pairs of patent Wellington boots. These are 
three guineas per pair, but are a beautiful 
article, and will last a long time with care. 
Woollen stockings of light texture, with a pair 
of silk ones drawn over, are the most comfort- 
able for winter wear. A small steel spur to 
aflBx to your left heel will be the next item 
required. The nicest kind are those with a^ 
strap attached, which crosses the instep, and 
buckles securely at the side. Of course, all 
ladies' spurs are spring ones, displaying no 
rowels which could tear the habit, but simply 
one steel projection with spring probe within, 
which, when pressed to the horse's side, acts 
most efficiently as an instigator. Latchford's 
patent is the best. 

Two pairs" of chamois riding- trousers, cloth 
from the hip down, and buttoning quite close 
at the ankle to allow of the boot going over^ 
will be the next necessary ; and you must also 
provide yourself with two riding corsets of 
superior shape and make. 

Three habits of strong dark cloth, one of 
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them thoroughly waterproof, will be required 
— the skirts to be made so short as barely to 
cover the foot, and so spare as to fifc like a 
glove, without fold or wrinkle. If a hunting- 
habit be properly cut it will require no shotting, 
which will be an advantage to your horse 
in diminishing the weight which he would 
otherwise have to carry. An elastic band 
nicely placed upon the inside in position to 
catch around the toe of the right foot will be 
sufficient to answer all purposes. You cannot 
do better, to procure an article such as I 
describe, than entrust your order to Wolmer- 
shausen (whom I beUeve I have already 
named in a former chapter), comer of Curzon 
Street, Mayfair, where you will not fail to find 
your instructions intelligently carried out. 
This firm has a speciality for skirt-cutting, — 
is, indeed, unapproachable in this particular 
branch, of what is in reality an abt ; and even 
in these days of eager competition the old- 
established house suffers from no rivalry, 
and holds its own in the widely-contested 
field. 

A very neatly-made waterproof jacket will 

6 ♦ 
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be an addition to your wardrobe, as also a cape 
•with an elastic band from the back to fasten 
around the waist, and hold the front ends 
securely down. This latter is an almost 
indispensable article. It is so light that it 
can be carried with ease in your saddle-strap, 
and in case of an unexpected shower can be 
adjusted in a single instant and without 
assistance, which is not the case with a jacket. 
It should be made with a collar, which can be 
arranged to stand up close around the neck, 
and thus prevent the possibility of damp or 
wet causing you cold or inconvenience. I 
approve of the jacket for decidedly wet days, 
when it should be donned on going out, but 
for a showery day the cape is preferable, as it 
can be much more easily taken off and again 
put on. 

Two silk hats, with the addition of a 
melon-shape if you desire it — a long-lashed 
hunting-whip, and a plentiful supply of collars, 
cuflfe, gloves, veils, and handkerchiefs, will 
complete your outfit. I, hunting four days a 
week, find the above quite sufficient, and if 
you care your things (having got them in the 
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first instance of the best quaKty) it is surprising 
how long they may be made to serve. I have 
told you how to take care of them, but believe 
me, if you leave the task to servants the end 
wiU prove disappointing. You wiU never be 
one-haJf so well turned out, and your outlay 
will be continual. 

It is an excellent precaution for a hunting- 
day, to look the previous morning at your 
horse's shoes ; and do this yourself, for it not 
unfrequently happens that a careless groom 
will suffer him to go out with a loose shoe 
which gradually becomes looser, and finally 
drops off, perhaps in the middle of an exciting 
run, and obKges you to leave your place with 
the hounds and seek the nearest forge. All 
this sort of thing could, in nine cases out of 
ten, be obviated by a little care and forethought, 
but the majority of riders are too grand, or too 
careless, or too absurdly squeamish about the 
" propriety " of entering a stable, and not 
unfrequently too ignorant of things they ought 
to know, to see to such matters themselves, 
and so they are passed over and neglected. 
A groom is too often utterly careless. He is 
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bound to send your horse from the yard looking 
shiny, and sleek, and clean. Any deviation 
from this would at once attract your attention, 
and arouse your displeasure. The groom knows 
this, and acts accordingly ; but he also knows 
what you do not — that one of the shoes is 
three-parts loose ; it will probably hold very 
well until you begin to go, and then it will 
drop off and leave yon in a fix, perhaps miles 
away from a village where the damage could 
be repaired. The groom knew all about it, 
very likely, the day before, but he saw that 
you were not troubUng yourself, and why 
should he ? you never made any inquiry about 
such matters, nor seemed to interest yourself 
in them, and why should he be troubled 
concerning them ? A loose shoe is nothing 
to him : it does not cause him any incon- 
venience, not it; then why worry himself? 
He does not want to bring the horse down to 
the forge through mud and rain, and stand 
there awaiting the smith's convenience ; not 
a bit of it. He is much more comfortable 
lolling against the stable-door and smoking a 
pipe with Tom, Dick, or Harry. 
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It frequently occurs in the hunting-field 
that a horse loses a shoe in going through 
heavy ground, or in jumping a fence where he 
brings his hind feet too close upon the front 
ones, and, catching the toe of the hind shoe 
in the heel of the front, drags the latter 
forcibly off, and leaves it either on the ground 
behind him or carries it for a field or two 
hanging by one or two naUs to his hoof, before 
it finally drops off. 

The moment you are made aware that your 
horse has cast a shoe, which will generally 
be by somebody informing you of the fact, 
ascertain at once which of the animal's feet 
has been left unprotected. If the lost shoe 
happens to be a hinder one, the matter is less 
serious, but if a front one should be cast, do 
not lose any time in inquiring your road to 
the nearest smithy, and, whilst wending your 
way thither, be careful to keep as much as 
possible upon the grass by the roadside, that 
the shoeless foot may not become worn, nor 
suffer from concussion by coming in contact 
with the hard road. 

It is a good plan to send your horse early 
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to the meet : quite in the morning ; or, should 
the distance he a long one, despatch him the 
previous evening in charge of a careful servant, 
and stahle him for the night as near as possihle 
to the point at which you may require him 
upon the following day. If you are fortunate 
enough to have a friend's house to send him 
to, so much the hetter a great deal; but 
under any circumstances it is pleasanter 
both for you and your animal that he should 
be fresh and lively from his stable, and not 
that you should get upon him when he is half- 
jaded and covered with mnd, after a long and 
tiresome road journey. 

To drive to the meet or go by train yourself 
is the most agreeable way. Some ladies ride 
hacks to covert, and then have their hunters to 
replace them, but this is tiresome, and not to 
be advocated for various reasons. If the 
morning is fine the drive will be pleasant, 
and you can then send your conveyance to 
whatever point you deem it most likely the 
hunt wiU leave off. You must, of course, 
exercise your judgment in the endeavour to 
decide this, but you may assist it considerably 
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by asking the Master or the huntsman to be 
kind enough to give you a hint as to the 
direction in which they will most probably 
draw. 

We will, then, surmise that you drive to the 
meet. It is an excellent plan, whether you 
drive or go by train, to take with you a small 
bag containing a change of clothing; leave 
this in charge of your servant, with directions 
where he is to meet you in the evening, and 
then, should you come to grief in a dyke or 
river you can console yourself with the 
knowledge that dry garments are awaiting 
you, and that you will not have to encounter 
the risk of cold and rheumatism by sitting in 
drenched habiliments in a train or vehicle. 
You will also, if wise, take with you a foot-pick 
and a few yards of strong twine. Even if you 
should not require them yourself you may be 
able to oblige others, which is always a pleasure 
to a right-minded and unselfish huntress. 
Take, likewise, a few shillings in your pocket 
to reward, if necessary, the wreckers, whose 
tasks are at all times difficult and laborious, 
and too often thankless. 
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Arrived at the meet, your horse and servant 
are waiting for you in good time and order ; 
but it is a little early yet, and so you look 
about you. 

What a pretty sight it is ! How full of 
healthful interest and charming variety ! The 
day is bright and breezy — a little bit cloudy, 
perhaps, but no sign of rain. A glorious 
hunting morning altogether. Numbers of 
vehicles are drawn up, filled with happy-looking 
occupants, mostly ladies and children. There 
are a good many dog-carts, polo-carts, and a 
few tandems, from which gentlemen in ulsters 
and long white saving-aprons are preparing to 
alight. It is nice to see their steeds, so 
beautifully groomed and turned out, led up to 
the trap- wheels for them to mount, without 
the risk of soiling their boots. Very particular 
are these gentlemen. The day is muddy, and 
they know they must be splashed and spattered 
as they ride to the covert-side, but they will 
not leave the meet with a speck upon horse 
or rider. There is a military-looking man — 
long, tawny moustache, and most perfect get-up 
— divesting himself of his apron, and frowning 
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Wuse his snow-white breeches a.e disfigured 
loj just one speck of dirt ; probably it would 
be unobservable to anybody but bimseK, yet 
lie is not the less annoyed. A dapper little 
gentleman, in drab shorts and gaiters, is 
covertly combing his horse's mane ; and a 
hoary old fox-hunter, who has just mounted, 
has drawn over close to the hedge, and extends 
first one foot and then the other for his servant 
to remove the blemishes which mounting has 
put upon his boots. This extreme fastidious- 
ness is carried by some to an absurd excess. 
I remember upon one occasion seeing a 
gentleman actually re-enter his dog-cart and 
drive sulkily away from the meet because he 
considered himself too much splashed to join 
the cavalcade which was moving away to the 
covert, although he was fully aware that a 
trot of a few hundred yards upon the muddy 
Toad in company with numerous other horses 
would, under any circumstances, have speedily 
reduced him to the condition which he was 
then lamenting. 

A few ladies come upon the scene, and 
many more gentlemen ; and then comes the 
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huntsman in proud charge of the beauties. 
The whips and second horsemen come also, 
and the Master drives up about the same 
time, and loses not a moment in mounting his 
hunter. The pack looks superb, and many 
are the glances and words of commendation 
which it receives. 

Always have a smile and pleasant word for 
the huntsman and whips. They deserve it, 
and they value it. I always make it a point 
to have a little conversation with them before 
we leave the meet — ^in fact, I know many of 
the hounds in the various packs by name, and 
I love to notice them. Nothing pleases the 
huntsman more than to commend his charge : 
it makes him your friend at once. Many a 
time when I have been holding good place in 
a run, we have come across some dangerous 
fence which it would be death to ride in a 
crowd, and the huntsman's shout of " Let 
the lady first ! " has secured me a safe 
jimip, and a maintenance of my foremost 
position. 

All being now ready, you mount your horse. 
It would be well if some gentleman friend or 
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relative would look first to his girths, &c. ; 
but, should such not be available, do not be 
above doing it yourself. Servants, even the 
best, are, as aforesaid, often careless, and a 
horse may be sent out with girths too loose, 
throat-lash too tight, runners out, or any of 
the thousand and one little deficiencies which 
an interested and careful eye will at once 
detect. 

Of course you have not come to hunt without 
having secured a good pilot. You have, I 
hope, selected somebody who rides well and 
straight — ^boldly, and yet with judgment — for, 
believe me, a display of silly recklessness does 
not constitute good ridiug, however it may be 
thought to do so by ignorant or silly persons. 
Your pilot will ride a few yards in advance of 
you, and it will be your duty to keep him well 
in view, and not to get separated from him. 
This latter you may at times find difficult, as 
others may ride in between, but you must 
learn smartness, and be prepared for all 
emergencies. Moreover, if your pilot be a 
good one, he will see that you keep close to 
him, and, by glancing over his shoulder after 
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clearing each obstacle, will satisfy himself 
that you also are safely over, and that no 
mischance has befallen you. Any man who- 
will not take this trouble is unfit to pilot a 
lady, for whilst he is careering onward in all 
the glories of perfect safety, she may be down 
in some ugly dyke, perhaps ridden on, or 
otherwise hurt; and, therefore, it is hia 
bounden duty to see that no evil befals her. 
I cannot say that I consider the position of 
a trusty pilot at all an enviable one, and 
few men care to occupy it in relation to a 
beginner or timorous rider, although they 
are ever anxious to place their services at 
the disposal of a lady who is known to ^^ go 
straight." 

In selecting a pilot, do so with judgment. 
Choose one who knows the country, and wha 
will not be too selfish nor too grand to take 
care of you ; for, remember, you are only a 
beginner, and will need to be taken care of. 
If, then, you have secured the right sort of man, 
and your own heart is in the right place, you 
may prepare to enjoy yourself, for a real good 
day's hunting is the keenest enjoyment in 
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which man or woman can hope to participate- 
in this life. 

The trot to the covert-side is usually very- 
pleasant. You and your horse are quite fresh. 
You meet and chat with your friends. The 
two, three, or four miles, as the case may be^ 
seem to glide away very fast. Then come& 
the anxious moment when the beauties are 
thrown in, and all wait in eager suspense for 
the whimper which shall proclaim Eeynard 
at home. But not a hound gives tongue this- 
moming. You can see them — heads down, 
sterns up, beating here and there through 
the gorse — ^but, alas ! in silence ; and, after 
awhile, someone says, *' No fox here ! " and 
presently your ear catches the sound of the 
huntsman's horn, and the hounds come 
trooping out, almost as disappointed as the 
field. 

Then the master gives the order for the 
next or nearest covert, and there is a rush, 
and a move, and a long cavalcade forms upon 
the road, headed, of course, by the hounds. 
Get well in front, if you can, so as to be 
quite up when they reach their next try, for 



96 LADIES ON HORSEBACK. 

sometimes they find as soon as ever they are 
thrown in, and are far away over the country 
before the stragglers come up, and great, then, 
are the lamentations, for hunting a stem- 
chase is, to say the least of it, not cheerful. 
You will have another advantage, also, in 
being well forward, for your horse will get the 
benefit of a temporary rest, whilst those who, 
by lagging, have lost time at the start, are 
obliged to follow as best they can upon the 
track, bucketing their horses, and thus de- 
priving them of the chance of catching their 
wind — which is, in a lengthened run, of very 
material consequence. 

One especial difference you observe between 
road-riding and hunting : you are obliged to 
trot at a fast swinging pace such long tire- 
some distances from covert to covert, without 
pause or rest, and you feel already haK tired 
out. Hitherto, when riding on the road, or 
in the park, if you felt fatigued you have only 
had to pull up and walk ; but on hunting 
days there is no walking. The time is too 
precious, these short, dark, wintry days, to 
allow of such " sweet restings." The evening 
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closes in so rapidly that we cannot afford to 
lose a moment of onr time, and so we go 
along at a sweeping pace. Nobody who is 
tinable to trot long distances without rest has 
any business hunting. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

HOUNDS IN COVEBT. — THE FIBST FENCE. — FOLLOW 
YOUB PILOT. — A BIVEB-BATH. — ^A WISE PBE- 
CAUTION. — A LABEL ADVISABLE. — WALL AND 

WATEB JUMPING. ^ADVICE TO FALLEN BIDEBS. 

— HOGGING. — MOBE TAIL. 

You have now arrived at the next covert, and 
have seen the hounds thrown in. In an 
instant there is a whimper, taken up presently 
by one and another, until the air rings vdth 
the joyous music of the entire pack, as they 
rattle their game about, endeavouring to force 
him to face the open. The whips are standing 
warily on the watch, the huntsman's cheery 
voice is heard encouraging the hounds, the 
Master is galloping from point to point, 
warning off idlers whose uninvited presence 
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would be sure to send the " vaxmint " back 
into his lair. Your pilot, knowing that a run 
from here is a certainty, selects his vantage 
ground. Being a shrewd man, he knows 
that no fox will face a keen nor'-easter, nor 
will he be likely to brave the crowd of country 
bumpkins, who, despite the Master's entreaties, 
are clustering about yonder hedge. In short, 
there is only one point from which he can well 
break, and so your pilot prepares accordingly. 
Another anxious moment ere the ** Gone 
away ! Tally-ho ! " rings out upon the keen 
air; and then follows that glorious burst 
which is worth giving up a whole year of one's 
life to see. Hounds running breast high, 
fairly flying, in fact ; huntsmen, whips, horse- 
men, all in magnificent flight, each riding 
hard for the foremost place, amid such a 
chorus of delicious music as is never heard 
from any save canine throats ; and then, when 
the first big fence is reached, such hurry and 
scurry ! such tumbling and picking up again 1 
such scrambling of dogs and shouting of 
men ! such cold baths for horses and riders ! 
^ and oh, such glory amongst the wreckers, as 

7 * 
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they stand tantalizingly at the edge of the 
chasm in which so many are hopelessly 
struggling, whilst their audacious cries of 
" What'll you give me, sir ? " ** Pull you out 
for a sovereign, captain ! " are heard and 
laughed at by the fortunate ones who are safe 
upon the other side. 

Your pilot has been a wise man. He 
selected his starting-point at the sound of the 
very first opening out, and when the general 
scrimmage took place he had his line chosen, 
and so has led you wide of the ruck, yet in 
the wake of the hounds. 

And here suffer me to advise you, if you 
should ever chance to be left without a leader, 
do not fall into the mistake of following the 
others, for my experience of hunting is that 
nine-tenths of those out do not know where 
they are going, nor where fox or hounds have 
gone before them. Cut out a line for yourself, 
and follow the pack. A pilot is, of course, a 
great acquisition, if he be a good one, but 
throughout some of my best runs I have 
performed the office for myseK, and have 
succeeded in being in at the death. But 
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then I am not a beginner, and I am sur- 
mising that you are. Keep about six yards 
behind your leader ; follow him unswervingly, 
and jump after him, but not on him. Always 
wait till he is well out of the way before you 
take the fence in his wake. Your horse will 
jump more readily having the example of 
his before him, but I cannot too well impress 
upon you the necessity of allowing him to get 
well over before you attempt to follow. One 
of the ugUest falls I ever got in my life 
was through riding too close upon my leader. 
The run was a very hot one, and only four of 
us were going at the time. None, in fact, but 
those who had first-rate horses had been able 
to live through it. We came to a wide branch 
of a river, swollen by recent rains. My pilot, 
going a rare pace, jumped it safely ; I came 
too fast upon him. My horse's nose struck 
his animal's quarters, which, of course, threw 
my gallant little mount off his balance, and 
prevented his landing. He staggered and 
fell back, and we both got a drowning 1 I 
was dragged up with a boat-hook, the horse 
swam on until he found a place to scramble 
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up the bank, and then galloped off over the 
country. I recollect standing dismally by 
that river, my pilot and two wreckers 
scraping the mud from me, and wringing my 
drenched garments, whilst two or three more 
were scouring the adjacent lands in search of 
my truant steed. When, at length, he was 
caught, I had eleven miles to ride to the place 
at which I had left my trap, and was obliged 
on arriving to change every atom of my 
clothing, and wash off the superabundant mud 
in a horse-bucket, kindly lent for the occasion. 
The fall involved the loss of the run, the 
loss of a habit, the loss of many odd shillings 
to wreckers, the loss of my temper, a wound 
from the boat-hook, and a heavy cold, the 
result of immersion on a perishing winter 
day. All these disasters were the punish- 
ments consequent upon my impetuosity in 
coming too close upon my leader ; therefore, 
having thus myself suffered, I warn you, from 
woful experience, never to tread upon the 
horse jumping in advance of you. Allowing, 
even, that you do not cannon against him, 
there is another casualty which may not 
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improbably occur. Supposing that he falls 
and throws his rider, your horse may in 
alighting just chance to plant a foot upon 
the empty saddle of the prostrate animal, the 
slippery nature of which throws him off his 
balance, and you and he roll upon the earth 
together — perhaps receiving a kick from your 
pilot's strugghng mount. From this species 
of accident many evils have from time to 
time arisen, and therefore I dutifully en- 
deavour to put you well upon your guard. 
I would also again remind you that if you 
really mean to ride an intricate country, you 
should never under any circumstances neglect 
to bring a change of clothing, for you may 
at any moment be dyked, and to remain in 
wet garments is highly dangerous, — not so long 
as you are exercising, but during the journey 
to your home. It is not in the saddle, but 
in vehicles and railway carriages that colds 
are contracted and the seeds of disease are 
sown. It may not be out of place here to 
offer you a piece of wholesome advice. Should 
you at any time have the ill-fortune to be 
riding a kicking horse in the midst of a crowd, 
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always put back your hand when the caval- 
cade pauses, to warn those behind not to 
come too close to the heels of your unquiet 
steed. By so doing you may save an accident, 
and may, moreover, guard yourself from more 
than one anathema. I once saw the horse 
of a fiery old General kicked by the mount of 
a young nobleman, who thought it not worth 
his while to offer an apology. " See here, 
young man," said the irate officer, riding up 
to the offender's side, " whenever you come 
out to hunt on brutes like that you should 
paste a danger-card upon your back, and not 
run the risk of breaking valuable bones. I 
have said my say," he added, '' and now you 
may go to the devil I " 

A few hints next as to jumping. 

If, in the course of a run, you meet with 
stone walls, do not ride too fast at them. 
Always steady your horse at such obstacles, 
and follow my oft-repeated advice of leaving 
him abundant head-room. If you have to 
cross a river or very wide ditch, come fast at 
it, in order that the impetus may swing you 
safely over ; few horses can cross a wide jump 
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without having what is called a ** run at it." 
Never expect your animal to take such 
obstacles at a stand, or under the disadvan- 
tages consequent upon coming at them at a 
slow pace. Should the leap be a river or 
wide water-jump, suffer your horse to stretch 
forward his head and neck when coming up to 
it. If you fail to do so, you will most probably 
go in, for an animal who accomphshes his 
work requires his liberty as an absolute 
necessity, and, if denied it, will teach you, 
at the cost of a good wetting, to treat him 
next time with greater consideration. You 
will frequently see men ride pretty boldly up 
to some yawning chasm or ugly bullfinch — 
stop and look at it, hesitate an instant, and 
then, by cruel spurring, urge an exhausted 
animal to take it at a stand. This is truly 
bad horsemanship, and leads to many direful 
results. A good rider will, on perceiving that 
the obstacle is a formidable one, turn his 
horse round, take him some little distance 
from it, and then, again turning, come fast at 
it — J k gallop, hands down, horse's head 
held straight and well in hand, but without 
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any pulling or nervous reining in. Such a 
one will be pretty sure to get safely over. 

Should your horse, in jumping a fence, land 
badly, and slip his hind legs into a gripe or 
ditch, do not wait more than an instant to 
see if he can recover himself ; you will know 
in that time whether he will be likely to do 
so. The best advice I can give you is to kick 
your foot free of the stirrup and jump off 
before he goes back. You will thus keep your 
own skin dry ; and, if you have been for- 
tunate enough to retain a light hold of the 
rein, you can rescue your horse without much 
difl&culty ; for an animal, when immersed, 
makes such intelligent efforts to release him- 
self, that a very trifling assistance upon your 
part will enable him to struggle safely to your 
side, when you can remount him and try 
your chances of again picking up the hounds. 
Be cautious, however, in pulling him up, that 
you do so over smooth ground. I had a 
valuable young horse badly staked last season 
through being dragged up over a clump of 
brushwood after a fall into the Lara river. 

Should your steed peck on landing over a 
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fence you wiU be pretty certain to come over 
his head, for this is an ugly accident, and one 
very likely to occur over recently-scoured 
draiQS. You waj/, however, save both youself 
and him, if you are smart in using your hands 
in assisting him to recover his lost equili- 
brium. 

In the event of your horse jumping short 
with you, either from having taken off too 
soon or from any other cause, and falling 
upon you into a gripe, you may (when you 
gain a little experience) be able to stick to 
him without leaving the saddle. The first 
effort a fallen animal makes is to try to get 
up; therefore, if you are not quite thrown, 
hold on to his mane, and as he struggles to 
right himself make your effort to regain your 
seat. Be guided, however, in doing this by 
observing with a quick glance whether there 
are thorns or brambles overgrowing the place, 
for if there are, and your horse on recovering 
himseK strides onward in the ditch, seeking a 
place at which he may get out, your face will 
undoubtedly suffer. This sort of thing once 
occurred to me in the course of a day's 
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hunting. I held on to my animal when he 
feU, and regained my seat without very much 
difficulty, but before I could recover my hold 
of the bridle he had rushed forward, and my 
face was terribly pumshed by the overhanging 
brambles. 

Be very careful, in this matter of hold- 
ing on to a fallen animal, not to confound 
the mane with the rein. By clinging to the 
former you assist yourself without in the 
smallest degree impeding the movements of 
your horse; by clinging to the latter you 
seriously interfere with his efforts at recovery, 
and most probably pull him back upon 
you. 

And this brings me to the subject of 
hogging horses' manes. Never, under any 
circumstances, allow an animal of yours to 
be thus maltreated. Not only is it a vile 
disfigurement, depriving the horse of Nature's 
loveliest ornament, but it also deprives the 
rider of a very chief means of support in 
case of accident. Many a bad fall have I 
been saved by clutching firmly at the mane, 
which an ignorant groom had oft implored 
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me to sacrifice ; and many a good man and 
true have I seen recover himself by a like 
action, when a hog-maned animal would 
undoubtedly have brought him to grief. 
Grooms are especially fond of this system of 
" hogging," and many a beauteous adjunct 
of Nature's forming has been ruthlessly 
sacrificed to their ceaseless importunities to 
be permitted to '* smarten the baste." Tails, 
too, are remorselessly docked by these gentle- 
men of the stable ; not that they really think 
it an improvement, any more than they 
veritably admire the hogging process, but it 
saves them trouble, it lightens their labours, 
they have less combing and grooming to 
attend to. Tails were sent by Nature, not 
merely as an ornament, but to enable the 
animal to whisk away the flies,' which in hot 
weather render its life a burthen. Man, the 
ruthless master, by a cruel process of cutting 

• 

and searing, deprives his helpless slave of 
one of its most valued and most necessary 
possessions. I do not myself advocate long 
switch tails, which are rarely an ornament, 
being usually covered with mud ; but I 
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maintain that ^^ docking" is cruel and un- 
necessaoy, keeping the hairs closely and 
evenly cut being quite sufficient for purposes 
of oleLin«»s, ^Lut in any way mSring 
with the flesh ; therefore, do not reject my 
oft-repeated plea for ** a little more tail." 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

HOLDING ON TO A PBOSTRATE HORSE. — ^IS IT WISE 

OR OTHERWISE ? — AN INDISCREET JUMP. A 

DIFFICULT FINISH. THE DANGERS OF MARSHY 

GROUNDS. — ENCOURAGE HUMANITY. —A RE- 
CLAIMED cabby! 

To return to the subject of jumping. 

In the event of an ordinary fall in landing 
over a fence, it is a vexed question whether 
or not it is advisable to hold on by the rein 
whilst your horse is on the ground. I do not 
now mean when he is sunk in a ditch, but 
when he is prostrate upon even grass-land 
or upon smooth earth. Many first-rate riders 
affirm that it is a highly dangerous practice, 
therefore I am afraid to advocate it, and 
must speak with reserve — as I did respecting 
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the management of a rearing animal — ^but 
for my own part I always do it. My ex- 
perience is, that when a horse struggles to 
his feet his movement is almost invariably 
retrograde. He tries to get away, conse- 
quently his heels are turned from me ; and 
so. long as I keep my hold of the bridle his 
head will be nearest me and his feet farthest. 
He will not think of turning to kick me, 
unless he be a vilely vicious brute, not worth 
his keep ; and so I can hold him with safety 
until I am up myself and ready to remount 
him. When my horse falls with me on the 
flat, I roll clear of him without letting go 
the rein, and as the only danger of a kick is 
whilst he is getting up, I shield my head 
with one arm and sUp the rein to its fullest 
length with the other, thus allowing the 
animal so much head-room that he is enabled 
to make that retrograde movement, or " drag- 
ging away," which is natural to him, and 
which saves me from the possible contact of 
his heels. 

This is, in my opinion (which I cannot, of 
course, pretend to think infallible), the best 
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course to pursue. It is the one which I 
always adopt, and I have never yet, except 
in one trifling instance, received a kick from 
a fallen horse. 

I remember one day, a couple of seasons 
ago, I was riding hard against a ve,, 
beautiful Imperial lady, who dearly loves a 
little bit of rivalry. Neck and neck we 
had jumped most of the fences for forty 
minutes or so, and both our steeds were 
pretty well beaten, for the running had been 
continuous, without a check. We came to an 
awful obstacle — a high thick-set hedge, so 
impenetrable that there was no chance of 
knowing what might be on the other side. 
There was but one little apology for a gap, 
and at this the Empress's pilot rode — ^imme- 
diately putting up his hand as a warning to 
us not to follow, and pointing lower down. 
I knew that when Bay Middleton thought 
there was danger, it did, indeed, exist ; but I 
was too much excited to stop. We had the 
hunt all to ourselves, the hounds running 
right in front of us, and not a soul with them. 
I came at the fence with whip, spur, and a 

8 
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shout ! My horse — ^fchan which a better never 
was saddled — ^rose to the leap, and landing 
upon his head after a terrific drop, rolled 
completely over. I was not much hurt, and 
whilst he was on his knees getting up, I 
scrambled back to the saddle, and went on ; 
but, oh ! under what dire disadvantages ! My 
rein had caught upon a stake in the fence and 
was broken clean off, and I fancy it was this 
chuck to my animal's mouth which had thrown 
him out of his stride and caused him to blunder, 
for it was the first and last mistake he ever 
made with me, nor could I, in the hurry of 
regaiuiTig my seat unassisted, get my foot into 
the s&rap; so I finished the run as if by a 
miracle, and astonished myself even more than 
anybody else by bringing home the fox's brush 
as a trophy that I was in at the death. 

Always bear in mind when hunting that 
you are bound to save your horse as much as 
possible. Jump no unnecessary fences ; look 
out for a friendly gate whenever you can find 
one at hand; and in going up hill or over 
ploughed land, ease your animal and take 
your time. By acting thus judiciously you 
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will be able to keep going when others are 
standing still. Always avoid bogs and heavy 
bottoms ; they are most treacherous, and 
swamp many an unwary hunter in their 
dangerous depths. If you should ever have 
the bad fortune to be caught in one, dismount 
at once, and lead your horse. It is not a 
pleasant thing to have to do, but if you 

L^ upon L, yoo. weight, Ued toL 
own, will probably sink him up to his saddle- 
girths, and there he will stick. 

I would desire particularly to impress upon 
you that if your horse carries you safely and 
brilliantly through one good run, you ought 
to be contented with that, and not attempt to 
ride him a second. It is through the unwise 
and cruel habit of riding beaten animals that 
half the serious accidents occur. Also re- 
member that if you are waiting at a covert- 
side where there seems likely to be a delay, 
after your steed has had a gallop or a long 
trot, you should get off his back and shift 
your saddle an inch one way or the other, 
generally backwards, as servants are usually 
apt in the first instance to place the saddle 

8 * 
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too close upon the withers. By adopting this 
plan you wiU, when you again get upon him, 
find him a new animal. If you or I were 
carrying a heavy burthen upon our shoulders 
for a certaiQ number of hours in precisely the 
same position, would it not make a new being 
of us to have it eased and shifted ? And 
exactly so it is with the horse. A selfish man 
will sit all day upon his beast, rather than 
take the trouble of getting off his back ; but 
against himself does it tell, for his animal is 
fagged and jaded when that of a merciful man 
is able to keep its place in the run. 

There is nothing which should more fully 
engross the thoughts of the humane hunter 
than kindly consideration towards the noble 
and beautiful creature which God has sent to 
be the help of man. Your horse should be 
your companion, your friend, your loved and 
valued associate, but never your wronged and 
over-tasked slave. Humanity cries out with 
ready uproar against the long Hst of grievances 
which animals have to endure, yet how few of 
us exert ourselves to Ughten the burthen by 
so much as one of our fingers ! There is not 



HUNTING. 117 

one of us who may not, if he choose, be daily 
and hourly striving to curtail the load of 
misery which the equine race is called upon to 
bear. We may not be fortunate enough to 
possess horses ourselves upon which to exer- 
cise our humanity, but can we not do some- 
thing — ^yea, much — for others ? Surely we 
can, if we only possess the courage and the 
will. Even a word judiciously spoken will 
often effect more than we could have hoped 
or supposed. Two years ago I saw a cabman 
in Dublin cruelly ill-treating his horse. The 
poor animal was resting its worn and tired 
body upon the stand, ready for the wrench 
which its jaw would receive as soon as the 
next prospect of a *'fare" should excite the 
cupidity of its owner. One would have 
thought that the sight of so much patient 
misery would have moved the stoniest heart 
to suffer the hapless creature to enjoy its 
few moments of needed repose. But no ; the 
driver wanted some amusement, he was weary 
of standing by himself, without some sort of 
employment to divert his ignoble mind, and 
so he found such out. How? By beating 
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upon the front legs and otherwise cruelly 
worrying with the whip the poor iU-used slave 
which he should have felt bound to protect. 
I saw it first from a distance — ^more fully as 
I came near — and with a heart bursting with 
sorrow and indignation, I crossed over and 
remonstrated with the man. I said very 
little ; only what I have tried to inculcate in 
these pages — ^that humanity to quadrupeds is 
not only a duty which we owe to their 
Creator, but will in time repay ourselves. I 
expected nothing but abuse, and, indeed, the 
man's angry face and half-raised whip seemed 
to augur me no good ; but, suddenly, as some- 
thing that I said came home to him, his 
countenance softened, and, laying his hand 
quite gently upon the poor beaten side of the 
animal which he had been iU-treating, he 
said : *^ Well, if there was more like youy there 
'ud be less like me I that's the thruth, at all 
events." And then he said no more, for he 
was satisfied that I knew I had not spoken in 
vain. For two years that man has been my 
constant driver. He is almost daily at my 
door: he drives me to and from the trains 
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when going to and returning from the hunts, 
and dearly loves to hear something of the 
runs ; nor is there a more humane driver 
nor a better cared horse in any city of the 
empire. 

I have related this true incident, not from 
any egotism — God is my witness — but merely 
to show you how good is ** a word in season." 
You may speak many which may be, or may 
seem to be, of none effect, but, like the ** bread 
upon the waters," you know not when it may 
return unto you blessed. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

SELFISHNESS IN THE FIELD. — FOBDING A RIVER. 
— SHIRKING A FENCE. — OVEB-RIDING THE 
HOUNDS. — TREATMENT OF TIRED HUNTERS. 
BIGWIG AND THE MAJOR. NAUGHTY BIG- 
WIG. — HAPLESS MAJOR. 

Tou must be particularly cautious in the 
hunting-field to avoid being cannoned against. 
There is no other place in the whole world 
where there is so little ceremony ; and so 
very, very little politeness. It is verily a 
case of " Every man for himself, and the 
devil take the hindmost I " There is scarcely 
one man m the entire field who wiU not in 
his heart of hearts resent your presence, and 
so he will pay you no court. The crowding 
at gaps, and at certain negotiable places in 
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different well-known fences is simply dis- 
graceful; and persons — I cannot call them 
gentlemen — ride each other down like dogs. 
At such places you will be fortunate if you 
can enlist a friend to ride behind you, and 
thus prevent your being jumped upon in the 
event of a fall. 

I must not omit to remind you that in 
crossing a ford your horse will be very apt to 
lose his footing. You will know when he 
does so by his making a kind of plunge, and 
an endeavour to swim, which he only does 
when he feels himself out of his depth. H at 
such a time you interfere with his mouth, he 
wiU inevitably roll over. Your only chance is 
to throw him the reins, and let him scramble 
or swim as he finds easiest. If the latter, Hffc 
your left leg (with foot still in the stirrup) 
completely over the third crutch, that he may 
not strike your heel with his near hind foot, 
or become in any way entangled with the 
stirrup or in your skirt. At the same time 
grasp the up-pommel firmly with your hand, 
that you may not be unseated when he makes 
his second struggle, which he wiU do as soon 
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as he recovers his footing at the bottom of the 
water. 

A horse who shirks his fences is a terrible 
infliction to have to ride. Of course the first 
refusal condemns you to lose your place, for 
it is the etiquette of the hunting-field that if 
your horse refuses you must at once draw 
aside and let the whole field go by before you 
again essay it. But, provoked though you 
may be, do not allow yourself to be van- 
quished. If you do not now gain the victory 
your horse wiU always be your conqueror. 
Bring him again to the leap, keeping his 
head straight and your hands low and firm. 
If he refuses a second time, bring him round 
again and again, always tnming him from 
right to left — that is, with the pressure upon 
you right rein — and not suffering him to have 
his own way. Eemember that if you suffer 
him to conquer you or bring him to any 
other part of the fence than that which he is 
refusing, you wiU thoroughly spoil him. Do 
not, however, treat him with harshness. 
Coax him and speak gently to him. It may 
be nervousness, not temper; and if so, you 
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will soon get him over by kindly encourage- 
ment. The horse is essentially a timid crea- 
ture. He is oftentimes subjected to cruelties 
for his "obstinacy," where a little kindness 
and a few reassuring words would be infi- 
nitely more effectual. Every glance of your 
eye, every look upon your countenance is 
noted by your horse whilst he can see you, 
and, when you are upon his back, your words 
fall upon highly sensitive ears. A horse's 
soul is full of affection for his owner. He 
yearns to please him. He would yield his life 
to serve him. Alas 1 how is such nobility 
requited ? Man's cruelty converts a peerless 
and incomparable companion into a terrified 
and trembling slave. Young limbs are heavily 
weighted before they have had time to grow ; 
dark, wretched, solitary confinement too early 
takes the place of the open air and free 
pasturage to which the creature would fain a 
little longer cling; young heads, pining for 
freedom, are tied or chained up in melancholy 
imprisonment. The numerous little devices 
with which the captive strives to while away 
the tedium of its captivity are punished as 
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"vices" by heartless and ignorant grooms. 
Nervousness is called bad temper, and timidity 
regarded as a punishable offence. All the 
horrors of the modem stable are brought to 
bear upon the priceless creature who is bom 
to freedom, and whose fettered limbs he is 
scarce permitted to stretch. A rack of dry, 
and oftentimes vitiated hay is placed above the 
head which was created to stoop to gather 
the juicy grasses of the earth. A measure of 
hard dry com, or a bucket of water, is period- 
ically brought and thrust before the prisoner, 
who eats and drinks for mere pastime, often 
without appetite, and whose frequent rejec- 
tion of the offered dainties is regarded as 
" sulkJTiess " or "vice." The whole system 
of modem stable management is lamentably 
at fault. I cannot hope to remedy it. I 
cannot persuade obstinate humanity that the 
expenditure of a few shillings will turn in as 
many pounds : that by the bestowal of proper 
care, proper housing, light, and exercise, and 
proper clothing, food, and drink, the slave 
will repay by longer life and more active 
service the care and kindness which Chris- 
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tiamty should deem a plea»™ and pri-rilege, 
instead of, as now, a oompnisory and doled- 
out gift. I cannot expect to remedy these 
wide and muyersal evils, nor yet can yon; 
but we are bound — ^you and I — ^to guard 
against such things in onr own managerent. 
If your horse oppose you through nervousness, 
yon can conqner him by kindness ; if throngh 
obstinacy, which is occasional but not fre- 
quent, you must adopt a different plan. Use 
your spur and whip, and show that you will 
not be mastered, though you stay there till 
the stars come out. You will be sure to 
conquer ere long, unless your horse is one of 
those inveterate brutes which are, fortunately, 
rarely to be met with, and when you succeed 
in getting him over the obstacle at which he 
has sulked, put him at it again, making him 
take it backwards and forwards, and he will 
not be likely to trouble you by a repetition of 
his pranks. 

You must be very cautious in the hunting- 
field not to leave yourself open to any 
suspicion of over-riding the hounds; keep 
close to them, but never so near as to be 
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upon them. Over-riding hounds is a piece 
of unpardonahle caddishness of which no 
gentleman, and certainly no lady, would be 
guilty ; yet it is done ; and then, when the 
master's wrath is aroused, the innocent suffer 
with the guUty, for many who are not abso- 
lutely offenders, ride too close in their zeal for 
the pleasures of the chase. 

When your day's sport is over, and you are 
riding back to the place at which you expect 
to meet your trap, remember that the easiest 
way to bring your horse in is in a quiet jog- 
trot. It is nonsense to walk him, for he will 
only stiffen, and will be the longer away from 
his stable and his needed rest. If you chance 
to come across a piece of water, ride him to 
it and let him have a few ** go downs," — six 
or eight, but not more. When you get off his 
back, see that his girths are loosed at once, 
and, if very tired, a little water thrown over 
his feet. He should then be taken quietly 
home — if by road, in the same easy trot — and 
just washed over and turned into a loose box, 
where he can tumble and luxuriate without 
submitting to any of the worries of profes- 
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sional grooming. Fifteen minutes after my 
return from hunting, my horse — sheeted and 
comfortable — is feeding quietly in his stall, 
enjoying his food and rest ; instead of 
standing in some wet corner of a cold yard, 
with his unhappy head tied up by an un- 
sympathizing rope, and a fassy groom worry- 
ing his tired body with a noisy display of 
most unnecessary zeal. And this is as 
it ought to be. Horses are like human 
beings, — ^they like to rest when wearied, and 
their chief desire — if we would only believe 
it — is to be left alone. But we are incre- 
dulous, and so we hang about them, and 
fass and worry the fagged and patient crea- 
tures who would fain appeal to us for a 
cessation of our attentions. 

There are few things more truly delightful 
than a mutual understanding and affection 
between horse and rider, and this can easily 
be arrived at by kindness and care. I have 
a hunter — Bigwig, son of The Lawyer — ^who 
follows me all over the place, knows my 
voice from any distance, rubs his nose 
down my dress, puts it into my pocket to 
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look for apples, and licks my hands and face 
like a dog; yet I have done nothing to 
induce all this, except treating him with 
uniform justice and kindness. He has carried 
me most brilliantly through three successive 
seasons without one single display of sulk or 
bad temper. He knows not the touch of a 
whip. I carry one, that the long lash, passed 
through his bridle, may assist him when 
necessary in getting over a trappy fence, at 
which I may deem it prudent to dismount, but 
the sight of it never inspires him with fear ; 
if I showed it to him, he would probably lick 
it, and then gaze inquiringly at me to see 
if I were pleased with the novel performance. 
To me, this noble and beautiful creature is 
a priceless companion; yet, strange to say, 
nobody else (not even the most accomplished 
rider) can obtain any good of him. It is not 
that he displays vice, but he simply will not 
allow himself to be ridden. I once happened 
to mention this fact at our private dinner- 
table, in presence of a distinguished major, 
who had been boasting largely of his prowess 
in the saddle, and who at once offered to lay 
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me ten to one that he would master the 
animal in question within five minutes. '*I 
do not bet," I said, " but I will venture to 
assert that you will not be able to ride him 
out of the yard within as many hours." He 
took me up at once, and, as a good many 
sporting men were dining with us, who 
evidently enjoyed the prospect of a Uttle 
excitement, I quietly called a servant, and 
sent orders to the groom to saddle Bigwig 
without delay. It was a lovely evening in 
summer, and we all adjourned to the yard to 
view the performance. 

The moment my beautiful pet saw me he 
whinnied joyously and strove to 9»pproach me, 
but I dared not go near him,"in case it should 
be thought that by any sort of '* Free- 
masonry" I induced him to carry out my 
words. The sight was most amusing; the 
gentlemen all standing about, smoking and 
laughing; the horse suspicious, and not at 
ease, quietly held by the groom, whose face 
was in a grin of expectation, for none knew 
better than he what was likely to ensue. The 
major prepared to mount, and Bigwig stood 

9 
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with the utmost placidity ; although I must 
confess he was naughty enough to cast back 
an eye, which augured no good to the gaUant 
representative of Her Majesty's service. He 
mounted without difficulty, took up the reins, 
and evidently prepared for a struggle; but 
none such ensued. Bigwig tucked his tail 
very tight to his body, walked quietly for- 
ward for a yard or two, and then, suddenly 
standing up as straight as a whip, the defeated 
major slid over his tail upon the hard ground, 
whilst the horse trotted back to his box. 

I have related for you this anecdote, not 
merely for your amusement, but to teach you 
never to boast. A braggart is ever the first to 
fall, and nobody sympathizes with him. If 
you become ever so successful in your manage- 
ment of horses, do not exert yourself to pro- 
claim it. Suffer others to find it out if they 
will; but do not tell them of it, lest some 
day you share the fate of the prostrate and 
discomfited major. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

PEEDING HORSES. — FORAGE-BISCXnTS. — ^IRISH PEA- 
SANTRY. A CUNNING IDIOT. — ^A CABIN SUPPER. 

— THE ROGUISH MULE. — ^A DAY AT COUR- 
TOWN. — ^paddy's opinion OF THE EMPRESS. 

I SAID at the commencement of these pages 
that I should offer little or no discourse upon 
the general management of horses ; yet, in one 
reserved instance, I may be permitted to break 
through my rule. If you want your hunters 
to thrive, do not let them have a single grain 
of raw oats. People have laughed at me when 
I said this, and have scarcely waited for the 
turning of my back to call me a mad woman ; 
but a few of the scoffers have since come to 
thank me, and if you adopt my plan you will 

9 * 
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think that this little volume would have been 
cheap at a ten-pound note. There are, of 
course, times when raw oats must be given, 
for your horse may not always be in your own 
stable. At such times it is a good plan to 
mix chopped clover or grass through the 
feeding, taking care that grain and clover be 
thoroughly mingled. The judicious mixture 
of green meat will go far towards counteracting 
the binding effects which raw oats will be 
likely to have upon a horse not accustomed to 
it, and will also induce him to masticate his 
food, which an animal inured to softer feeding 
will otherwise be apt to neglect, wasting the 
com by dropping it from his mouth in a 
slobbering fashion, making no use whatever of 
his grinders, and swallowing a certain portion 
without chewing it at all. I am, for 
various tried reasons, a thorough advocate for 
Mayhew's and Shingler's style of feeding upon 
cooked food, mingled, of course, with good 
sweet hay, or an admixture of the juicy grasses 
upon which the animal in its unfettered state 
would be prone to live. 

In my stable-yard are a large boiler and an 
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unlimited supply of good water. The groom 
boils sufficient oats to do for two or tliree 
days, and, when cool, mixes through it a 
small proportion of bruised Indian com. On 
this the horses are fed as with ordinary oats 
three times daily, and so enjoy the feeding 
that not one grain is left in the mangers, 
which are placed low upon the ground. The 
surest proof of the efficacy of this excellent 
and economical feeding is that my horses 
never sweat, never blow, never tire. When 
other hunters are standing still, mine have 
not turned a hair ; and, as prize-winners and 
brilliant goers, they cannot be excelled. 

The principle I go on is this : — If I eat a 
cupful of raw rice, it certainly does me no 
good ; but if I boil it, it makes three or four 
times the quantity of good, wholesome, 
digestible food, every grain of which goes to 
the nourishment of my body. And it is 
precisely so with the oats and the horse. In 
addition to this feeding, I give abundance of 
good, sweet, moist hay, varied by green food in 
summer, substituting carrots in the winter- 
time^ of which vegetable they are particularly 
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fond. The carrots axe given whole, either 
from my hand or put loosely in the manger. 
I never suffer them to be cut up, unless it be 
done very finely j either by myself or under my 
supervision, to induce a delicate feeder to 
taste his food through which the chopped 
carrots are rubbed. Grooms, with their 
accustomed ignorance, are almost always in 
favour of the *' cutting up," but I regard it as 
a most dangerous practice. If the carrot be 
left whole the horse will nibble at it, and will 
bite off just such pieces as he knows he can 
chew and swallow, but there is more than 
one instance upon record of horses choking 
themselves with pieces of cut carrot, and very 
many who have nearly done so. I can feed 
my horses upon this system for very Kttle 
more than half the sum which my neighbours 
are expending, with advantages which are 
certainly fourfold. I consider it an excellent 
plan to vary horses' feeding, as it teUs quite 
as beneficially upon animals as upon ourselves ; 
— and for this purpose there cannot, in my 
opinion, be anything better than the forage- 
biscuits, manufactured by Spratt & Co., 
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Henry Street, London, ten of which are equal 
to one good feed of oats, and are so relished 
that not so much as a crumb is suffered to go 
to waste. They combine all the most nutritious 
of grains, with dates and linseed added in such 
proportions as experience has pointed out to 
the inventor to be the best. They are then 
baked, and thoroughly dried, so that they are 
entirely deprived of moisture, and will con- 
sequently keep good for any length of time. 
The baking process being complete, they are, 
when eaten, practically half-digested, — or, as 
I may say, they present the materials to the 
horse in the most digestible form in which it 
is possible to give them. There are certain 
chemicals used in very minute quantities in 
the manufacture of these biscuits, which are 
productive of highly beneficial effects upon 
animals thus fed, — improving their muscular 
development, and imparting to their coats a 
peculiarly healthy and brilliant appearance. 
One feed of the forage-biscuits three or four 
times weekly is the proper allowance, — and 
they should be given whole, as the same 
objection applies to the breaking of them 
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as I have set forth in my dissertation upon 
the cutting up of carrots. 

I now desire to warn you that if you 
hunt in Ireland you must be prepared for 
the laughable and most ingenious frauds 
which the poor people — alas ! how poor — will 
certainly endeavour to practise upon you. 
I can, and do most fully, commiserate their 
poverty, but with their attempts at im- 
position I have long since lost patience. 
Doubtless they think that everybody who 
hunts is of necessity a rich person, and 
conceive the idea that by fleecing the wealthy 
they will aid in blotting out the poverty of 
the land. Nothing delights the old cottage- 
woman more than to kill an ancient hen or 
duck on a hunting-morning, and then, when 
the hunt comes sweeping past her door, out 
rushes the beldame with the bird concealed 
beneath her apron, and throwing it deftly — 
positively by a species of sleight of hand — 
beneath your horse's hoofs, kicks up a mighty 
whining, and declares that you have " kilt her 
beauty-fiil fowl ! " I was so taken aback upon 
the first of these occasions that I actually 
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stopped and paid the price demanded ; but, 
finding that the same thing occurred the 
following week in a different locality, I 
ascertained that it was a trick and declined to 
be further hocussed. 

It is likewise a common thing for a man to 
accost you, demanding a shilling, and declaring 
that it was he who pulled your ladyship's 
horse out of the ditch or quagmire on such 
and such a day. You do not remember ever 
having seen his face before ; but if you are a 
hard-riding lady you will be so frequently 
assisted out of difficulties that you cannot 
undertake to say who nor how many may have 
helped you unrewarded, and, being unwilling 
that any should so suffer, you bestow the coin, 
most likely in many instances, until you find 
that your generosity has become known and 
is consequently being traded upon. 

I remember one day, a couple of winters 
ago, when returning from hunting, I lost my 
way, and being desirous of speedily re-finding 
it, I accosted a ragged being whom I saw 
standing at a comer where four roads met, 
and inquired of him the most direct route to 
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the point which I was desirous of reaching. 
The creature hitched his shoulders, scratched 
his collarless neck, pushed the hat from his 
sunburnt forehead, and, finally, looking down 
and rubbing the fore-finger of his right hand 
upon the pahn of his left, thus delivered him- 
self: 

" I axed him for a ha'penny, and he wouldn't 
give it to me ; but he put his hand into his 
pocket and pulled out a pinny, and gave it to 
me, and I took it in — ^ho, ho ! and he gave me 
a letter to take up to Mrs. Johnston, and when 
I took it to her, she opened it and read it. 
Now, didn't I give her the letter ? " 

" Eeally," said I, " I know nothing about 
Mrs. Johnston nor her letter. I want to know 
the nearest way to Dunboyne station." 

"I axed him for a ha'penny," began the 
man again. And then I had the whole story 
of the ** pinny" and "Mrs. Johnston " repeated 
for me over and over, without a smile or any 
variation, until my vexation vanished, and I 
fairly roared with laughter. Guessing at once 
how the land lay, I produced a little coin 
with which I presented him, and which he 
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immediately pocketed, and, touching his 
ragged feather, pointed down one of the roads, 
and said quite sensibly, ** That's the right 
road, my lady." And so I found it. This 
man, I was subsequently informed, made quite 
a respectable maintenance by stationing him- 
self at the cross-roads on daily duty, and 
informing every passer-by that he ** axed 
for a ha'penny " but was generously treated to 
a "pinny," together with the story of Mrs. 
Johnston and her letter, accompanied by aU 
the shruggings, and scratchings, and sniffings, 
which never failed to provoke the laughter of 
the hearer and to elicit the coveted coin. 

The Irish, with all their little failings, are 
a hospitable people, and full of pungent wit. 
I was one evening wending my way to Sallins 
station, after a long and wearisome day's 
hunting. My tired horse was suflfering from 
an over-reach, and I was taking him as quietly 
as I could, consistently with my anxiety to be 
in time to catch the train by which I desired 
to return to town. So utterly jaded were we 
both — I and my steed — ^that the way appeared 
very long indeed, and I asked the first country- 
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man whom I met how far it was to SaUins. 
** Three miles," he told me, and I jogged on 
again. When we had traversed quite a long 
distance, and I thought I must be very near 
my journey's end, I ventured upon asking the 
same question of a farmer whom I met riding 
a big horse in an opposite direction to that in 
which I was myself going. It was a matter 
of about two miles, he told me, or mayhap 
three, but not more he thought, and I was 
certainly not going wrong ; I was on the right 
road, and no mistake. I took out my watch. 
No hope for me now. I was undoubtedly 
late for the train which I had hoped to catch, 
and must wait two long hours for the next. A 
poor-looking little cottage was close at hand ; 
to it I trotted, and looked in at the door. The 
family were at supper^ aU gathered about a 
narrow table, in the middle of which lay a 
pile of unpeeled potatoes and a little salt. 
The mule, upon which much of their fortune 
depended, was supping with them ; thrusting 
his poor attenuated nose over the shoulders 
of the children, and occasionally snatching a 
potato, always receiving a box for so doing, to 
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which, however, he paid no sort of heed. I 
was at once invited to enter, and gladly- 
accepted the invitation, for I was cold and 
tired, pleased to ease my horse and get him 
a draught of meal and water. I sat down in 
he chimney-comer, thankful for the rest, 
but determined to withstand all entreaties to 
share the family supper, and my risible facul- 
ties were sorely put to the test, when my 
host, balancing a potato upon his fork and 
dipping it in the salt, presented it to me, 
saying, " Arrah ! take it my lady, just /or the 
jig o' the thing / " Of course I took it ; and 
never have I enjoyed the richest luxury of an 
a la Busse dinner more than that simple potato 
in a poor man's cabin, in company with the 
mule and the pigs. When I stood up to go 
I carefully inquired the distance, for it was 
dark, and I had long since lost the remainder 
of my party. The man offered to accompany 
me to the station, and I believe he was 
actuated solely by civility, and not by any 
hope of gain. My horse was sadly done up ; 
he had stiffened on the over-reach, and limped 
painfully. We proceeded but slowly, and, 
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sighing for the patient suffering of my dearly- 
loved steed, I made the observation that the 
miles were very long indeed. " They are long, 
my lady," said the man, who was walking 
before me with a lanthom ; ** but, shure and 
faith, if they're long they're narra' ! " And 
with this most intelligent observation he 
closed his mouth, and left me to ponder upon 
it undisturbed until we arrived at the station. 

One more anecdote, and I have done with 
them. 

On one of last season's hunting-days the 
hounds met at Courtown, and great excitement 
was abroad, for the Imperial lady was expected 
to join the chase. She was, however, pre- 
vented through indisposition from attending, 
but Prince Liechtenstein and a very dis- 
tinguished company came over from Summer- 
hill. As we were trotting to the covert the 
country-folks were aU on the alert, for not 
having heard of the disappointment respecting 
the Empress they were anxiously expecting 
her, and many were the surmises respecting 
her identity. I was riding close to the front, 
escorted by Lord Cloncurry, and as we swept 
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past one of the wayside cottages, two men 
and a woman rushed out to stare at us and to 
give their opinions upon the ''Impress." 
" Which is she ? " cried the female, shading 
her eyes to have a good look, — " That must 
be her in front, with his lordship. Oh ! isn't 
she lovely ? A quane, every inch ! " 

'' Arrah ! shut up, woman," said one of the 
men, testily interrupting her. " That's not 
her at all, nor a taste like her I The Impress 
is a good'hoikirC woman.^* I need not say that 
this genuinely-uttered remark took the wind 
completely out of my sails, and that I have 
never since dreamed of comparing my personal 
appearance with that of any woman whom an 
Irishman would call '* good-lookin'." 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

THE DOUBLE-RISE. — POINTING OUT THE RIGHT 

FOOT. THE FORCE OF HABIT. — VARIOUS 

KLNDS OF FAULT-FINDING. — MR. STURGESS' 
PICTURES. — ^AN ENGLISH HARVEST-HOME. — A 
JEALOUS SHREW. — ^A SHY BLACKSMITH. — HOW 
IRISHMEN GET PARTNERS AT A DANCE. 

I SHALL now touch very briefly upon one or 
two points which I have not before mentioned, 
but which may, nevertheless, prove interesting 
to some lady riders. 

Firstly, then, I shall speak of the annoyance 
jiometimes a serious one — ^which ladies 
jrience from what is known as the double 
rise in the trot. I have been asked is it pre- 
ventible. Before suggesting a remedy for 
anything — ^be it ailment or habit — ^we must 
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endeavour to get at the cause of the evil com- 
plained of. The most successful medical men 
are those who first take time and pains to 
ascertain the wherefore, and then seek to effect 
the cure. 

The extremely ungraceful and unpleasant 
motion known as the " double rise " is attribut- 
able to two distinct causes. It is due either to 
the horse or to the rider, and to the one quite 
as frequently as to the other. A large, heavy 
animal, with slow and clumsy action wiU, if 
ridden by a lady, be ahnost certain to necessi- 
tate the double rise. This I know by the 
certainty derived from experience. I was 
staying some ,time ago at a house in the midst 
of our finest hunting county in Ireland, 
namely, royal Meath. The owner was a 
great hunting-man in both senses of the word, 
for he was a superb cross-country rider, and, 
if put in the scales, would puU down sixteen 
stone. Being a top-weight he always rode 
immense horses — elephants I used to call 
them, greatly to his indignation. Very good 
he was about lending me one of these huge 
creatures whenever I felt desirous of joining 

10 
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the chase, which I confess was but seldom, 
for the first day upon which I accepted a 
mount we left off eighteen miles from home, 
and I was so exhausted by the time we 
arrived there, that I fairly fainted before 
reaching my own chfimber. It was not the 
distance which tired me, although it was a 
pretty good one, but the fact that I was 
troubled with the double-rise all the way. 
I strove in vain to remedy it by urging my 
gigantic steed to a faster trot, and making 
him go up to his bridle ; but the moment I 
began to experience a little relief, my com- 
panion — dear old man, now in heaven ! — ^would 
say, '^Well, that is the worst of ladies 
riding: they must always either creep in a 
walk, or bucket their horses along at an 
unnecessary pace. Why can't you jog on 
quietly^ as I do ? " He was clearly not suffer- 
ing from the annoyance which was vexing 
and fatiguing me. I looked at him closely, 
watched his motion in the saddle — that slow, 
slow rise and fall — ^I compared it with mine, 
om pace being the same, and ihe mystery was 
at once solved. Both horses were trotting 
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exactly together, keeping step, as the saying 
goes, yet my companion was at ease whilst I 
was in torment. Why was this ? Because he 
had a leg at either side of his mount, his 
weight equally distributed, and an equal 
support upon both sides ; in fact, he had, as 
all male riders have, the advantage of a double 
support in the rise ; consequently, at the 
moment when his weight was removed from 
the saddle, it was thrown upon both feet, and 
this equal distribution enabled him to accom- 
plish without fatigue that slow rise and fall 
which is so tiring to a lady, whose weight 
when she is out of the saddle is thrown 
entirely upon one dehcate limb, thus inducing 
her to fall again as soon as possible, which, 
if riding a clumsy animal, she is constrained to 
do at variance, as it were, with his tedious and 
heavy motion, and hence the inconvenience 
of the double rise. 

To illustrate my meaning, and explain more 
folly how it happens that men never complain 
of this particular evil : a man will be able to 
stand in his stirrups for a considerable time, 
even to ride a gallop so doing, because he 

10 * 
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transfers his weight equally to his feet; but 
how rarely do we see a lady balanced upon 
one leg 1 Never, except it be for a single 
instant whilst arranging her skirt or trying 
her stirrap. The sensation is not agreeable, 
and would be, moreover, unpleasantly pro- 
ductive of wrung backs. 

A heavy horse is never in any way suitable 
to a lady. It looks amiss. The trot is invariably 
laboured, and if the animal should chance to 
fall, he gives his rider what we know in . the 
hunting-field as " a mighty crusher ! '' It is, 
indeed, a rare thing to meet a perfect " lady's 
horse.'* In all my wide experience I have 
met but two. Breeding is necessary for 
stability and speed — ^two things most essential 
to a hunter; but good light action is, for a 
roadster, positively indispensable, and a horse 
who does not possess it is a jburden to his 
rider, and is, moreover, exceedingly unsafe, as 
he is apt to stumble at every rut and stone. 

The double rise may also, as I said, be quite 
attributable to the rider^ A careless way of 
riding may occasion it, sitting loosely in the 
saddle, and allowing your horse to go asleep 
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over his work. Pull your mount together, so 
as to throw his weight upon his haunches, not 
upon his shoulders. Keep your reins close in 
hand. Eise, so that you ^shall be out of the 
saddle when his off fore-leg is thrown out, 
and I do not think you will have much to 
complain of from the annoyance occasioned 
by the double rise.J 

I have dwelt upon this subject because so 
many have asked me privately for a cure for 
it, and I have surmised that numerous others, 
who have not had opportunity — nor perhaps 
courage — ^to ask, will nevertheless be pleased 
to receive a hint. 

It has also been inquired of me whether 
there is any remedy for that excessively 
unsightly practice of sticking out the right 
foot when in the saddle, as we have seen so 
many ladies do, until the toe is positively 
almost resting upon the horse's neck. There 
is, of course, a remedy ; a most effectual one. 
DorCt do it. It is quite possible and even easy 
to keep the right leg as close to the saddle as 
the left, the toe pointing downward, and the 
knee well bent. I know, however, that in 
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some cases the position objected to is conse- 
quent upon the up-pommel of the saddle 
being placed too near the off one, thus there 
is not sufficient space for the leg to lie easily, 
and consequently it sticks out in the ungrace- 
ful maaner so often seen and deplored. 

In many instances, also, it is habit ; a bad 
practice, indulged in at first without notice, 
and then, when confirmed, most difficult to 
eradicate. These pernicious habits are ex- 
tremely apt to grow upon aU of us, unless 
most carefully watched, I have seen ladies 
utterly disfigure their appearance in the saddle 
by placing a hand upon their side, or, worse 
again, behind their back, and riding along in 
this jaunty style with an air as though they 
thought themselves the most elegant creatures 
in creation. Others keep their elbows a-kimbo, 
and fairly chum themselves in the saddle with 
every rise and faU. Others, again, acquire a 
habit of tipping their horse with the whip in 
an altogether unnecessary manner. It is not 
actually enough to hurt the animal, but is 
amply sufficient to worry and ruffie his 
temper. No horse fit to carry a lady requires 
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to be constantly reminded of his work, A 
whip in a woman's hand should be more for 
show, and to give completeness to the picture, 
than for purposes of castigation. Nothing 
looks worse nor more ungentle than to see it 
wantonly applied. It has been said, ** Spare 
the rod and spoil the child," but I cannot 
agree with the theory. Eod and whip may 
be alike useful in (happily) isolated cases, but 
I do not envy the disposition of child or 
animal who cannot be made amenable by less 
ungentle means. Practices which are the 
result of habit may be checked, and quite 
effectually, by the bestowal of a little care. 
We want first some kindly friend to tell us of 
them ; we next require the common sense 
and good feeling not to be offended at the 
telling; and, finally, we need the patience 
and perseverance which are born of the deter- 
mination to overcome the fault. With regard 
to the telling, how few of us know how to 
tell 1 There are just the two ways, or perhaps 
I should say three. There is the cold, carp- 
ing, disagreeable fault-finding manner, which 
picks holes for the mere pleasure of picking 



152 LADIES ON HORSEBACK. 

them, and the unworthy deKght of seeing 
how the victim writhes beneath the torture. 
There is the snake-Kke, insidious fault- 
finding — ^the worst and most dangerous of 
all — which invariably commences with the 
words, " You know, my deax, I am only 
telling you for your own good." This species 
of fault-finding is peculiar to the female friend, 
and is invariably served up with an admixture 
of honey and gall, so skilfully compounded 
that the very soul of the listener is exercised 
and deceived. "Her words were smoother 
than oil, yet were they drawn swords." 
Lastly, there is the genuine, honest, open- 
hearted, fault-finding, which bears no maUce, 
and is too true to clothe itself with the gar- 
ment of deceit. By this alone we should 
be influenced or seek to influence others ; 
but, for my own part, as I have already said, 
I have found the world so inordinately 
self-opinionated and determined not to be 
advised, that I have long since ceased to offer 
counsel, and only give it when requested. 
Long ago, when I first began to write, I was 
jealous of all interference, and invariably pre- 
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faced my letters to my Editors with, ** Please 
do not alter anything in my MS." Poor 
blind child I was then, groping about in the 
dark, and sadly needing the helping hand 
which I was so obstinately rejectiag. Well, 
we gain sense with years, and wisdom with 
experience. Now that I have got on in the 
world, in every sense of the word, I am only 
too anxious for advice, and ready to grasp at 
every friendly hint. 

And so it should be with riding as with 
writing. Take all kindly counsel in good 
part, and if given advice ask for more. Bad 
habits grow upon us with giant force ; they 
strengthen with our strength, because we know 
not of them, or blindly refuse to be controlled. 
I dare say a good many of us are acquaiuted 
with a very famous queen of song who always 
holds her hands crossed, and her thumbs 
turned stiffly up whilst she is singing. I do 
not believe she is at all aware of the pecu- 
liarity of her attitude, and perhaps she could 
not sing half so well nor sweetly if she altered 
it. In like manner I told you, in the earlier 
portion of this volume, of a young lady who 
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could not ride a yard without laying a firm grip 
upon the off-pommel of her saddle. These 
things are habit; we do them without con- 
sciousness ; we are not aware of anything 
unusual in ourselves, but when the knowledge 
comes to us (which it soon will if we axe known 
to possess sufficient sweetness to take a hint) 
we should turn it to advantage, and so 
improve with time. 

I recollect that when these writings of 
mine were iirst issued in the journal to which 
they originally owed their appeaxance, a deai 
lady wrote to me all the* way from Khode 
Island, U.S.A., asking me for hints upon 
various subjects, and likewise offering me a 
few such, with so much sweetness that I not 
alone accepted, but welcomed and adopted 
them. She asked me many questions relative 
to the pictures with which my various subjects 
were illustrated, and admired very warmly the 
spirited drawings which Mr. Sturgess had 
made of my leap into the farmyard and also 
of "The first fence." Many of my readers 
may recoUect them ; and as there was, at the 
time, much discussion respecting the position 
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of my feet as pourtrayed in the former picture, 
I take this opportunity of ranging myseK upon 
the artist's side, for, after much thoughtftd 
inspection of the picture, I arrived at the 
conclusion that he was perfectly correct, and 
the position quite such as must of necessity 
be, in the event of a runaway steed clearing 
such an obstacle with a wearied and startled 
rider scarce able to retain her seat upon his 
back. Even had the artist been mistaken — 
which I am bound to say he was not — ^the 
matter need scarcely have evoked criticism, 
for his strong point is his delineation of 
horses, and as he has no equal in this par- 
ticular branch of art, he may weU be forgiven 
if such trifles as a lady's feet occasionally 
puzzle him a little ! Moreover, he draws with 
a view to producing effect as much as en- 
suring stereotyped correctness. I recollect 
when I saw that picture I sounded my pro- 
test against the flowing skirt and flying veil : 
two things quite foreign to my style of riding- 
dress, which is always severely close-fitting 
and curtailed. His answer certainly carried 
weight. The skirt and veil were necessary 
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to impaxt an appearance of rapid motion, or 
flying through the air. He was quite right, 
and I was decidedly wrong. I felt ashamed 
of myself, begged his pardon mentally, and 
atoned for my audacity by henceforward 
beheving blindly in his judgment. 

I recollect laughing much at the time at a 
grave suggestion made to me by a dear old 
lady, who thought there might be a particular 
reason why Mr. Sturgess was (in her opinion) 
less successful in depicting lady equestrians 
than when pursuing any other branch of his 
enchanting art. Neither she nor I had or 
have, unfortunately, the pleasure of his per- 
sonal acquaintance, but we thought there 
might possibly be somebody in authority who 
strongly objected to his studying the details 
of the fair creatures whom he has occasionally, 
to draw. To show that such things may be, 
and actually are, in real life, I recollect that 
when I was staying some two or three years 
ago at a famous house in the north of Eng- 
land, a gay harvest-home took place, and the 
servants and labourers had a dance in the 
bam. I and my husband, our host and 
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hostess, and nmnerous guests staying at the 
castle, went out to see the fun, and greatly 
was I struck with the gallant appearance of 
the old bam, so gaily decorated with com, 
and the fiddler fiddling away upon a beer- 
barrel! A mighty cheer was raised for us 
when we all, in full evening dress, joined the 
motley company of revellers, and the lord of 
the soil led off a country dance with a blushing 
mountain-lass, followed by her ladyship with 
an equally humble partner. The blacksmith 
was an Irishman, and looked very shy, as 
Irishmen invariably do in presence of the 
fair sex (?) I knew him as a workman upon 
the estate — I knew also that his wife, a very 
ugly woman, was a terribly jealous shrew — 
and, actuated by a spirit of mischief, I went 
and asked him to dance ; but he only grinned, 
blushed, and said, '* No, thank you, ma'am ; 
Fm a married man t " My husband, who was 
standing by, said laughingly, "Why, Brian, 
you ought to feel flattered to be asked. Give 
Mrs. O'Donoghue your arm, and take your 
place for the dance." ** 0, faix," said Brian, 
hasteniiig to obey, "if you have no* objection, 
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I'm sure I have none. Let her come on I 
Only," he added, pausing and scratching 
his head, *'hegorrah, I hope my wife won't 
see ms ! " 
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CHAPTEE Xn. 

SUBJECT OF FEEDING RESUMED. COOKED FOOD 

RECOMMENDED. — EFFECTS OF RAW OATS UPON 
** PLEADER." — servants' OBJECTIONS. — 

SNAFFLE-BRIDLE, AND BIT-AND-BRIDOON. 

KINDNESS TO THE POOR. — AN UNSYMPATHE- 
TIC LADY. — AN UNGALLANT CAPTAIN. — ^WHAT 
IS A GENTLEMAN? AU BEVOIB ! 

My remarks upon the subject of feeding horses, 
having gained publicity through the columns 
of the press, have called forth much comment 
and adverse criticism. Some have evidently 
considered — and have not hesitated to say — 
that I have written the veriest twaddle ; but 
happily there is a reverse side to the picture, 
and many (including one very august personage 
indeed) have expressed a determination to 
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adopt my system. Beans are sncli excellent 
feeding that I cannot object to an admixture 
of them, and to most English horses they are 
almost a necessity; but iq Ireland we care little 
about them. It is unwise to give too much hay. 
I said *^ abundance " on a former page, but the 
word, as I used it, did not signify a large 
quantity. For horses fed three times daily 
upon a plentiful measure of oats, crushed 
Indian com, and beans if desired, a few 
handfuls of hay will be amply sufficient, and 
this should be placed where the horse can 
stoop to it, but never above him, as in the 
effort to disengage it from the rack the seeds 
fall in his eyes and produce irritation, and 
sometimes permanent disease. 

A bran-mash on a Saturday night, or after 
a hard day, forms an admirable variety to the 
ordinary feeding routine. Let the bran be 
thoroughly well steeped and mixed, and a 
portion of cooked oats or chopped carrots 
intermingled with it. This will induce almost 
any animal to partake of the bran, from which 
otherwise many delicate feeders will resolutely 
turn. 
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I have strongly recommended cooked 
feeding, even against the uproar of a general 
outcry against it, because I have seen and 
proved its efficacy. Last November, on the 
first Tuesday in the month — ^the opening day 
with the Kildare hounds — ^we had a splendid 
run, during which, however, I was amazed to 
find that my great horse. Pleader, sweated 
heavily— a thing which had never previously 
been the case. In fact, it had always been my 
boast that when other horses were thoroughly 
done, mine had not turned a hair ; but, on the 
day in question, he was in a white lather, and 
I thought appeared distressed. Upon coming 
home, and speaking about it in my stable, I 
was informed that the boiler was in some 
way out of order, and the horses had, un- 
known to me, been fed upon uncooked oats 
during the preceding three days. Had I 
required any confirmation of my theory, this 
circumstance would certainly have furnished 
it, and entirely defeats the general sup- 
position that cooked food renders horses 
soft. 

I have now given the best advice I can 

11 
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upon the subject of feeding, and I shall not 
again refer to it, nor to anything connected 
with the treatment or stable management of 
horses, as the subject is an endless one, every- 
body entertaining an opinion of his own, which 
it shall not be mj ambition to upset. What 
I have said has been in kindness, and with a 
view to benefiting both man and beast ; but I 
do not by any means expect the majority of 
my readers to coincide in my views. There 
is a stolid determination general throughout 
the world to stick to old customs and old- 
fashioned ways and habits, no matter how 
excellent the modem ones may be, and so the 
"horse and mill'* go daily round. Masters 
object to my system because it involves an 
outlay in the erecting of a proper boiler and 
other necessary adjuncts ; servants object to 
it because it gives them a little additional 
trouble. It is far easier to lounge to the oat- 
bin, fill a measure from it, and thrust it before 
the animal, not caring whether it is rejected 
or otherwise, than to fetch the water and fill 
the boiler and go through the labours of a 
process which, in itself exceedingly simple, is 
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made to appear complicated and laborious by 
the amount of fuss and discontent which are 
brought to beaj upon the work. There is an 
old saying, ^^If you want a thing well donCj 
do it yourself" ; but, unfortunately, there are 
some things — and this is one — which ladies 
and gentlemen cannot do, and there is no 
doubt whatever that servants accustomed to 
the old style of management will never 
willingly adopt the new — ^unless they belong 
to that rare and select and most exclusive few 
who have their masters' interest at heart. 

Much information has been asked of me 
relative to the subject of holding reins. How 
often shall I say that there is no fixed rule, 
and that a method which may look well for 
park-riding will be totally out of place in the 
hunting-field. I have been asked how I hold 
my own bridle, and I shall answer that I 
almost invariably ride with a single rein, and 
you can understand my method readily if you 
wiU follow me whilst I endeavour to explain. 
Take your pocket-handkerchief, pass it through 
the back of any ordinary chair, and bring the 
ends evenly towards you, holding thiem for 

11 * 
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an instant with your right hand, which must, 
pro tern. J represent the buckle. Place your left 
hand within the loop thus formed, the little 
finger resting firmly against the near-side, 
about four inches above the right hand ; grasp 
the opposite side between the forefinger and 
thumb, left hand (the two sides of the hand- 
kerchief representing the reins); press the 
ofif-side slightly inward with the pressure of 
your thumb, slipping it entirely away from 
the control of the right hand ; then bring the 
near-side, which still is held loosely by the 
right, under the thumb of the left, and hold it 
firmly. You will thus see that you establish 
a sort of " cross rein," and that you have, 
and are able to maintain, a secure grip upon 
either side. By an outward movement or 
slight turning of the wrist, accompanied by 
pressure of the little finger, you will control 
your horse upon the near-side of his mouth, 
whilst by an inward movement and pressure 
of the forefinger you will be able to command 
him upon the other or off-side. It must be 
borne in mind that these movements should 
be from the wrist ordt/y and not from the arm 
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or shoulder. A good rider will keep the 
elbows close to the sides, just drawing the 
line finely between that pinioned look which 
is so disfiguring, and the detestable flapping, 
like the wings of an unquiet bird, in which 
so many riders, both male and female, so 
frequently indulge. I have seen ladies, who 
wished to have an appearance of hard riding, 
leaning forward in the saddle and working their 
elbows in an unsightly manner, the hands 
(influenced by the elbows) sawing also, and 
the poor horse, with open mouth and straining 
jaws, staggering along in distress, fighting his 
bridle, and presenting altogether a melancholy 
spectacle. A firm even seat, elbows close, 
head erect, and strong steady hands held low 
— ^these are the characteristics of a good and 
lady-like rider. In going across country put 
both hands to your bridle, and keep your 
horse's head straight and well in hand, but 
do not attempt to pull him nor interfere with 
him at his fences, or you will undoubtedly 
come to grief. If you ride with a bit and 
bridoon my advice is, ride your horse — even 
though he be a puller — upon the snaffle, and 
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keep the curb rein looped over your little 
finger, hanging quite loose, yet in such a 
position that you can if necessary take it up 
at a second's notice. 

I cannot too often impress upon you the 
advisability of being conciliatory and kind in 
your manner to everybody with whom you 
may come in contact. No matter how exalted 
your rank may be, you can all the better 
afford to be courteous to those beneath you. 
Kind words cost nofching, and are as balm to 
the hearer. Many of the lower orders are 
quite as much gentry at heart, and far more 
so, than those who hide their unworthiness 
beneath the convenient shadow of a " family 
tree." I have been more than once pained 
upon hunting days by the extreme contempt 
and rudeness with which ladies have treated 
the poor, who have asked nothing from them 
save the innocent and inexpensive privilege of 
seeing them mount and canter away with the 
field. It is all very well to say, " I do not 
like to be stared at," but even to those who 
most dislike it, surely it is worth a little self- 
sacrifice to see the undisguised enjoyment 
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and listen to the original observations of the 
Irish peasantry, to whom a sight of the hounds 
—especially when followed by ladies — is a 
treat they never care to miss. 

I was riding last winter in company with a 
lady, very noble, very handsome, very proud. 
We came up to a branch of a river, upon the 
brink of which some country folk had gathered, 
with the innocent desire of seeing it jumped. 
A poor man, very quiet-looking and harmless, 
was actually knocked down and immersed in 
the water by a reckless young ofl&cer, who 
galloped over him, and went on without even 
glancing back at the spot where the poor half- 
drowned creature stood wringing his dripping 
clothing, yet not uttering a syllable of re- 
proach. My companion roared with laughter, 
first at the catastrophe, and then at me for 
sympathising with the sufferer. " Apologise ! ' ' 
she cried, in a high key. ^^ How could Captain 
Dash apologise to a man like that ? It would 
be different had he been a gentleman.'* I 
thought so too, if the meaning of the word 
** he " had only been reversed; but I said 
nothing, and we went on. 
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A few fields farther we came to a terrible 
obstacle — a high post and rails, with a deep 
and yawning ditcli upon the landing side. 
Three or four of us went at it : the rest turned 
away and sought the road, I got over safely, 
my noble Pleader proving himself, as usual, 
worthy of my confidence. Captain Dash 
came next, safely also ; and then my ill- 
starred lady friend, whose horse (an inferior 
timber-jumper) bungled, and left her com- 
pletely prostrate upon the wet earth. Never 
a pause did Captain Dash make in his onward 
career, although he glanced back when he 
heard her shriek, and, incredible as it may 
appear, I thought 1 saw him smile, for it was 
ever his saying that ladies had no business 
hunting, and always deserved mischance; 
but the poor man, at whose immersion she 
had laughed a few moments before, came 
running to her relief, rendered her every 
assistance in his power, replaced her in the 
saddle, expressed regret for her accident, and 
positively declined to accept of any remunera- 
tion for his services. 

Which of these men, think you, was the 
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gentleman ? I know what I thought respect- 
ing the question ; and I judged that my friend's 
opinion was formed as mine, for she now loves 
and cares the poor, and suffers the rich to 
care themselves, as every true-hearted and 
Christian woman should; and, moreover, on 
glancing over a book of my poems which I 
lent her some time later, I found a leaf turned 
down, as though to mark these lines — 

** What is a gentleman ? Is it a thing 
Decked with a scarf-pin, a chain, and a ring, 
Dressed in a suit of immaculate style. 
Sporting an eye-glass, a lisp, and a smile ? 
Talking of operas, concerts, and balls, 
Evening assemblies, and afternoon calls, 
Sunning himself at ** at homes ** and bazaars. 
Whistling mazurkas, and smoking cigars ? 

** What is a gentleman ? Say, is it one 
Boasting of conquests and deeds he has done. 
One who unblushingly glories to speak 
Things which should call up a flush to his cheek? 
One who, whilst railing at actions unjust, 
Robs some young heart of its pureness and trust ; 
Scorns to steal money, or jewels, or wealth. 
Thinks it no crime to take honour by stealth ? 
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" What is a gentleman ? Is it not one 
Knowing instinctively what he should shun, 
Speaking no word that could injure or pain, 
Spreading no scandal and deepening no stain ? 
One who knows how to put each at his ease. 
Striving instinctively always to please ; 
One who can tell by a glance at your cheek 
When to be silent, and when he should speak ? 
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What is a gentleman ? Is it not one 
Honestly eating the bread he has won. 
Living in uprightness, fearing his God, 
Leaving no stain on the path he has trod ? 
Caring not whether his coat may be old. 
Prizing sincerity far above gold. 
Recking not whether hia^hand may be hard. 
Stretching it boldly to grasp its reward ? 



** What is a gentleman ? Say, is it birth 
Makes a man noble, or adds to his worth? 
Is there a family-tree to be had 
Shady enough to conceal what is bad ? 
Seek out the man who has God for his Guide, 
Nothing to blush for, and nothing to hide ; 
Be he a noble, or be he in trade. 
This is the Gentleman Natube has made.** 

Now, kind reader, farewell. If I have given 
you instruction, called a laugh to your lips, or 
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taught yon to prize aoid cherish tiie priceless 
creature which God has generously sent for 
our enjoyment and our use, I shall cheerfully 
lay aside my pen, happy in the conviction ttiat 
I have not written in vain. 
Yet, shall I say in the song- words, 



** Au revoir. Pas adieu ! 
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for we meet again, I trust, soon and often ; 
but the subject upon which I have been 
writing has come to an end. 

Whilst acknowledgiQg the kindness of my 
friends, I would desire also to shake hands 
with my enemies. Life is short, and so it 
behoves us to bear no malice. To those who 
have unkindly criticised me I offer freely a 
forgiving hand and heart. I have never 
wilfully offended any, and if my efforts have 
not come quite up to the standard of excel- 
lence which certain captious critics have set 
up, I have at least done my best, and have 
been careful, in propounding theories which 
might appear new and uncommon, to state 
that such things were accordiQg to my notions, 
in which, however, I did not expect aU persons 
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to coincide. So long as the world lasts so 
long will there be differences of opinion ; but 
it is not because such exist that ill-feeling 
should creep in, and Christian charity become 
a thing of nought. In ancient days, when the 
* Apostles were upon the earth, these things 
were as they are now; yet the Great Example, 
to whose pure and simple teaching we all 
hopefuUy look, inspired the command, ^^Let 
brotherly love continueJ*^ 

So be it, reader, -with you and with me. 
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PAET IV. 



HUNTING IN lEELAND. 



There is at present a mighty outcry in our 
poor land. Not against "battle, murder, 
and sudden death," landlord-killing, and 
"Boycotting," but against our royal pastime 
— hunting. The tenant-farmers are uproarious 
in their opposition to it; and, with a head- 
strong determination which cannot be too 
strongly condemned, refuse to listen to the 
voice of the reasoner. We are but in the 
beginning of our season, yet is our prospect 
marred and our pleasure spoilt by the blind 
idiotcy, not of the few, but, unfortunately, of 
the many. 

They have but one cry, "You are ruining 
our grass-lands ! " A more egregious error 
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could not possibly exist. Is it wilful blind- 
ness, or merely the desire to banish landlordism 
from the country which induces this senseless 
outcry? K the latter, there is unhappily 
every probability that the outcriers will 
succeed ; if the former, there may be some 
hope of ultimately unclosing their sealed 
eyelids. 

A body of horsemen galloping over grass- 
land during the hunting season can never 
occasion injury ; it is simply an absurdity to 
endeavour to maintain a contrary theory. A 
great friend of mine and a most practical 
gentleman, who possesses a large common 
attached to his grounds, upon which he can, 
if desirable, exercise his horses, always 
prefers doing so throughout the winter upon 
his finest grass-land. He maintains, and 
correctly, that they do it an immensity of 
good, and once offered (to prove the correct* 
ness of his judgment) to give the use of the 
sadd land to the colonel of a cavalry regiment 
stationed in his vicinity — ^to do all his work 
upon throughout the winter months. The 
offer, after some demur, was accepted, and 
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proved to be most advantageous to the land- 
owner. 

Being an enthusiastic follower of the Ward 
Union stag-hounds, I am enabled to state 
that I have galloped with them, in company 
with at least two hundred other riders, across 
the Ward Country and over the Fairyhouse 
lands, which are — as is well known— of a 
singularly wet and holding nature ; and this 
not once, but many times throughout the 
season. Yet, so early as April, at which date 
the famous Fairyhouse races take place, no 
track or footmark can be seen, upon the 
luxuriant grass. Again, when riding in 
winter through Phoenix Park, I have been 
struck by the state of mud to which it has 
been reduced through the frequent galloping 
of horses over its surface ; yet, in summer 
it grows the finest grass, and is as smooth as 
a billiard-table. One day in June, three years 
ago, a grand Eeview was held there in 
honour of the Queen's birthday. A terrible 
shower came down— one of those mighty 
floods which can, in a few moments, trans- 
form a beauteous green sward into a hideous 
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mass of unsightly mire and dirt. Those on 
foot ploughed patiently through it, sinking 
ankle-deep at every step ; those upon horse- 
back, myself included, churned it beneath 
their horses' feet, until not a trace was 
visible of the emerald carpet, which, one short 
hour before, had afforded firm footing for 
many thousands of spectators. Three weeks 
later, I rode through that park again; the 
velvety turf was green and fresh as ever, nor 
was there visible one trace of the countless 
feet which had, as it were, waded over it so 
short a time before. The day upon which 
St. Stephen's Park was, through the princely 
generosity of Lord Ardilaun, opened to the 
public, was a wet, or at least a damp one, 
and thousands upon thousands of roughly- 
shod feet cut up the grassy sward; yet, 
in a few brief days, it was rich and ver- 
dant as before. Nor do I think there is in 
our noble Phoenix Park a more luxuriant 
stretch of grass-land than is ^^the nine 
acres" upon which polo players continually 
assemble. 
Having thus, then, endeavoured to prove 
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that the gaUoping of horses is in no way 
injurious to pasture lands, I shall proceed to 
the consideration of other matters connected 
with the subject in question. 

If hunting in Ireland were abolished, then 
indeed might the cries of her children ascend 
heavenward, for I know not what would 
become of her I The gentry who are now 
resident landlords, maintaining large and 
costly establishments, would migrate to other 
countries and more genial climes. Servants 
would seek in vain for employment. Boot- 
makers, clothiers, saddlers, harness-makers, 
would find no custom. The farmer would sigh 
vainly for a price for his com. Hay and 
gtraw would be a drug in the market. Hunting- 
lodges would remain unlet, growing mouldy 
with time and damp. Butchers, bakers, 
poulterers, butter-makers would be alike 
involved in one common ruin ; for the houses 
of the gentry would be empty, and desolation 
would overspread the land I No buyers then 
for high-priced hunters and promising colts^ 
which now command so high a figure; no 
merging of grades and mingling of classes in 

12 
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that happy contact which the hunting-field so 
well engenders ; none of that delicious feeling 
of equality which the peer and the peasant 
seem alike to acknowledge whilst participating 
side by side in the dangers and excitement of 
the chase. All would be stillness, solitude, 
and gloom I 

Suffer me, then, to implore my countrymen 
and countrywomen to do all in their power to 
promote the pleasures of hunting. It must 
immensely benefit even those who do not 
actually participate in the sport, inasmuch as 
it brings rich and poor into happy contact, 
and causes a vast amount of money to be 
circulated, which enriches the pockets of the 
poorer classes, and brings grist to many a 
mill which would otherwise stand desolate, 
with disused and motionless wheel. To us 
who do participate in it, there is no need for 
speech. Which of us does not know the 
pleasures of preparing for the glorious sport ? 
the early rousing up from slothful slumber, 
the anxious outward glance at the weather, 
that fitful tyrant which makes or mars our 
Enjoyment ; the donning of hunting garments. 
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the packing pf sandwich-boxes, the filling of 
flasks with whisky, or better, far better, with 
strong cold tea ; the cheery drive to the meet, 
the many happy faces assembled there, the 
greetings amongst friends, the praisings of the 
pack, the trot to the covert, the dashing of 
the hounds into the gorse, the sweet music 
which proclaims that Eeynard is at home, the 
joyous sound of the " Q-one away I " the hurry- 
scurry to be first and foremost in their wake, 
the anathemas hurled against those who are 
over-riding them, the tumbling at the fences, 
the picking up again, the drowning in the 
rivers, the fishing out by the wreckers, the 
maddening excitement of traversing an 
intricate country, the wild desire to be in 
at the death, the saving of our horses over 
holding lands, the riding of them up to their 
bridles where the going is good, the last 
mighty effort, the final fence cleared, and the 
canter up to where the huntsman is holding 
aloft the brush and mask, and the hounds are 
breaking up their fox! Who that has ever 
experienced these joys will be likely to forget 
them, or will fail to promote, by every mean^ 

12 * 
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in his power, so health-giving and enlivening 
a sport ? 

We have one very serious drawback to our 
hunting in Ireland, and, indeed, in many 
other places also — ^namely, wire fencing. I 
saw something of a tragic incident ocour last 
season whilst hunting with the Meath hounds. 
We came up to an impassable fence, and all 
made for the gate, which was open ; but the 
owner of the land rushed out from his 
dwelling, shut it in our faces, and insolently 
refused to allow us to pass. Threats and 
entreaties were alike vain. He called us every 
name in the calendar, and consigned us all 
to a very ugly place, in language which was 
certainly not parliamentary. Many of the 
field turned off and sought another way, but 
two or three of the bold ones charged the 
gate, and got over, clearing man and all 1 I 
and one other took the fence — a mad pro- 
ceeding, which gave us both an ugly fall; 
but we scrambled up somehow, and succeeded 
in picking up the hounds. Late in the evening, 
whilst hunting another fox, he led us over 
the same identical ground, and a hard-riding 
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gentleman, first at this mighty obstacle, 
charged it boldly, but, alas, with what a 
result ! The farmer had, during our absence, 
run a stiff wire through the fence, which, 
catching the horse in the breast, turned him 
completely over, breaking the rider's arm, and 
otherwise severely injuring him. Some 
members of the hunt, seeing what had 
occurred, besieged the offender's dwelling, 
and he had an extremely uncomfortable ten 
minutes. I have heard persons aver that the 
man was badly treated, and that he had a 
perfect right to wire his fences if he so willed. 
Undoubtedly he had, if it were done openly 
and in such a way that the wiring could be 
discerned, but not, by petty treachery, to 
imperil the safety, if not the lives, of a large 
number of persons. 

My advice to farmers would be this ; wire 
the fences if necessary ; but, at the commence- 
ment of the hunting season, cut away, say 
twenty yards of the wiring at the poorest 
point of the field, and mark the spot with a 
pole and flag. Every rider would assuredly 
make for it as being the only jumpable place, 
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and at the close of the season a few boys 
with five-grained forks would speedily set all 
to rights ; nor can there be any doubt that 
the best crop in the field would be on that 
particular spot. Allowing even for a moment, 
for argument's sake, that expense, trouble, or 
loss might be thus occasioned, there is not a 
master of hounds in all Ireland — neither, I 
fancy, in any other country-who would not 
willingly and cheerfully indemnify the owner 
of the land. But so long as the world lasts, 
so long will there be blindness ; and until the 
" happy hunting-grounds " are reached, horses 
and horsemen will be daily anathematised by 
the self-willed cultivators of our native soil. 
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PAET V. 



HUNTING IN AMEEIOA. 



There is a great land across the Atlantic 
where they do great things, and utter great 
sayings, and patent great inventions, and 
erect great buildings — and where, in short, 
the inhabitants beat us (as they themselves 
say) '' aU to fits ! '' 

A mighty nation they are, too— God prosper 
them as they deserve ; but there is one thing 
at least in which we can say, without boasting, 
we are able to beat them, and that is, in our 
hunting. A fox-hunt in America is a very 
tame aud inglorious proceeding, aud one which 
decidedly would not come under our definition 
of '' sport." 

American hunting differs in the first instance 
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from ours, inasmuch as it is always a summer 
pastime. The extreme severity of the winters 
necessitates this, as during the cold season 
neither men nor horses can work. 

The disadvantages of summer hunting are 
of course numerous. The heat is excessive, 
and the crops are in the ground. Most of 
the American farmers and graziers ovtu their 
land, and the greater number of them will not 
suffer hoofs to cross it. This is partly from 
a spirit of surly independence — ^partly from aii 
ignorant determination to hold vrith stolid 
obstinacy to that most erroneous belief, that 
the galloping of horses is injurious to grass- 
lands. But, anyhow, the objection exists ; and 
as it is vain to attempt to overrule it, a com- 
promise is effected between hunting under 
difficulties and not hunting at all. 

The system pursued is this. A man — 
usually a stout-limbed peasant — ^is sent out, 
who drags an aniseeded bag across country, and 
over the lands and fences of such as v^ill 
permit it, or who are themselves in the habit 
of joining in the chase. Then, when the 
field has assembled, the hounds are laid on. 
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and work their way after the drag, a " bag- 
man'* being provided to blood them at the 
finish. Sometimes the pack comes too close 
upon the dragger, and then a nasty scene 
ensnes, which is pleasanter not described. 

Fortunately for men, horses, and houndsi 
hunting is but little indulged in throughout 
America. I mean, of course, fox-hunting, for 
I cannot attempt to cry down the many 
splendid and manly hunts of other descriptions 
in which the Americans carry off the palm. 

In many parts of the country — more 
especially in the States — ^the people so affect 
trotting-horses, that the matter has become a 
craze. It is a fact, which has more than once 
been proved, that four legs capable of carrjdng 
any sort of frame a mile in less than two-and-a- 
quarter minutes, wiU easily fetch a thousand 
pounds; and if the animal is in condition to 
repeat the performance several times in one 
day, his price wiU range correspondingly 
higher. 

The usual arrangement — ^very seldom varied 
— is that the ** trots " shaU be mile heats ; and 
as the horses are, generally speaking, pretty 
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well done up at the finish, owing to pace, 
excitement, and temperature, twenty minutes 
are allowed between each heat for ** cooling 
off" purposes. 

When a horse is distanced in one of these 
trials, he is at once withdrawn ; and the judges 
have the privilege, which they use, of dis- 
tancing a horse for breaking — or, as we would 
say, commencing to run — which is, as may be 
supposed, a thing most difficult to prevent. 

Sometimes a racehorse is hitched double 
with a trotter. This is called, in American 
parlance, a running-mate. The runner takes 
all the weight and draft of the ** sulky," and 
the trotter merely trots alongside of him. It 
requires a very level-headed horse to keep 
evenly to his trot, with a runner tearing away 
at sweeping pace beside him, and the trial is 
regarded as simply one of skill, and is rarely 
successful. A trotter who can coolly and 
evenly maiutain his trot when hitched with a 
racer, can command for his owner any amount 
of money, even though he be in all other 
respects comparatively worthless. 

Baces, of which many are held at Bhode 
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Island, are as distinct as possible &om trots. 
The courses are made circular ; as much so, 
at least, as the He of the land will permit, 
and are beautifully constructed, the grading 
being especially attended to. They are 
generally enclosed by a very high boarded 
fence, an admission fee being charged at the 
opening. This arrangement is found to 
answer admirably, as the amount demanded — 
although not an extravagant one — ^is sufficient 
to exclude a goodly number of racing roughs, 
whose interest in the sport is not more keen 
than their desire to investigate the contents of 
their neighbours' pockets. 

Trotting-tracks are constructed upon the 
same principles as race-courses, but the track 
is harder. Sometimes, however, although not 
frequently, races and trots are held over the 
same course, and when this is done the track 
is carefully softened for the races, by a harrow- 
ing process, which is most carefully carried 
out. 

Most of the hacks and hunters in use in 
America — a very large portion, at least, of the 
saddle-horses — are racers which have been 
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rejected from the racing-stables. This is 
particularly the case at East Greenwich, and 
throughout the States, Some of these horses 
are ** weeds," but a few of them are well 
worthy of the high prices given for them, 
being really splendid animals, in spite of the 
crabbing which they receive at the judge's 
hands before they are thrown out of the con- 
test, and passed over to the proprietorship of 
dealers in hacks. 

Very fine horses of the hunter class are bred 
in Kentucky — the Torkshire of America — and 
are sold at comparatively low rates. I saw a 
magnificent chestnut, seventeen two in height, 
with grand action, and so superbly ribbed-up 
and built as to be capable of carrying twenty 
stone, which had been sold there to an enter- 
prising Irish speculator for three hundred and 
twenty dollars, a good deal less than eighty 
pounds of our money. The animal afterwards 
fetched upwards of six hundred guineas at 
Tattersall's, to carry a top- weight millionaire 
with the Whaddon Chase hounds. This 
was, however, an exceptional case, for it 
is not usually an easy thing, nor even possible. 
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to make money by trading in Kentucky 
hunters. A few speculative European dealers 
have from time to time tried it, but their 
efforts have not been crowned with the antici- 
pated reward, the reason being, that travelling 
expenses swallow up profits. Seven days and 
nights of constant journeying must be gone 
through before the animals are brought to the 
Atlantic sea-board; and then there is the 
crossing to encounter, with its cost and perils. 
Altogether, it is scarcely a profitable venture, 
and some who have embarked in it will, I 
know, be quite ready to endorse my opinions 
upon the subject. 

Stag-hunting used to be very prevalent in 
distant parts of America. Strangers traversing 
tracts of country north of the Ohio will be 
told this by guides and fellow-travellers, and 
will marvel that in such a district it could 
ever have been a popular sport. Anything 
more perilous it would be impossible to con- 
ceive, the * Agoing" being principally up and 
down precipitous inclines, dotted at frequent 
intervals with huge boulders, half buried in 
the reedy grass, over which the horses blunder 
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and stumble at almost every stride, — ^not 
unfrequentiy hmMng their riders headlong 
down some dangerous ravine. 

Those who have enjoyed the very doubtful 
pleasure of hunting at the Gape, know some- 
thing of the perils of the Mimosa tree, which 
grows there in such deadly luxuriance. A 
similar danger-trap exists in the stag-hunting 
districts of America, the long sharp thorns 
proving terribly destructive to the flesh of man 
and beast. 

It is almost impossible to escape these trees. 
They grow singly and in groups, with long, 
light, swaying branches, treacherously out- 
stretched; and if an excited steed, or an 
unwary rider comes too near to one of them, 
no close-set company of razors could do more 
cruel injury, nor make greater havoc of 
saddlery and clothing. 

When we come to regard the question of 
district hunting in a comparative light, few 
wiU hesitate to admit that in spite of all the 
drawbacks consequent upon wire-fencing, fox- 
trapping, and hound-poisoning, there are worse 
countries to hunt in than dear old England ; 
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and we who know the sweet delights of a good 
gallop over rich grass-lands, dotted pic- 
turesquely with the harmless beech or elm, 
and with nothing more dangerous to negotiate 
than fair broad fences and five-barred gates, 
need never sigh for the yawning ravines of 
foreign hunting-grounds, with their trea- 
cherous boulders and dangerous Mimosas* 
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COKEESPONDENCE. 

Ladies on Hobsebaok. 



To the Editor of The Illustrated Sporting and DramaUe 

News, 

Sib, — I have read with keen interest the 
article on ** Ladies on Horseback " in your last 
number. I find several things in it which 
differ from my preconceived ideas, but it is 
impossible not to perceive that the writer, 
Mrs. PowefnCPDonoghue, speaks from an 
experience which makes her an undoubted 
authority. With reference to safety-stirrups, 
for instance. I have always seen that the 
ladies of my family were provided with them, 
and your contributor's objection seems not to 
be based upon the mechanism of the stirrup 
when in proper order,*but on the circumstance 
that it is " almost invariably stiff," through 
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neglect. I must admit that I have seen a lady 
hung up in a safety-stirrup ; but surely it is 
possible to see that the stirrup will work before 
setting out for a ride or a day's hunting, and 
if the iron is large enough, so that "the 
padding over the instep " wiU not " cause the 
foot to become firmly embedded," are we to 
understand that the safety-stirrup is objection- 
able? Mrs. Power O'Donoghue has a poor 
opinion of " John the coachman, and Jem the 
groom," but I am lucky in having trustworthy 
people in my stable. What stirrup would 
your contributor have instead of the one with 
which so large a proportion of ladies ride? 
Another thing that I should like to know 
more labout is the saddle recommended in 
the article. " Accustom yourself from the 
beginning to the use of a properly constructed 
saddle, made as straight as a board, no dip 
whatever," this writer says. Now I have never, 
so far as my recollection goes, even seen such a 
saddle, and may I ask what are the advantages 
of a thoroughly straight saddle, and what are 
the disadvantages of the inevitable slope or 
dip ? I ask purely for information, for I am! 

13 



194 LADIES ON HOBSEBAGE. 

perfectly ready to submit my judgment and 
hitherto received notions to the dictum of a lady 
who is clearly so competent to treat the matter 
as your contributor. Would the lady have 
straight saddles also for men ? is a question 
which incidentally occurs to me. I am far 
from supposing that a thing must be right 
because it is in general use, but there seem 
good reasons for the adoption of the ordinary 
shaped saddle, and I should be very glad if 
your contributor would let us know her reasons 
for departing from custom. 

Before concluding, let me thank you for a 
series of articles which cannot fail to be of 
value to those for whom they are intended. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. DE V. E. 



Sir, — ^I feel bound to answer the letter of 
" H. de V. E." which appeared in your journal 
of last week's issue. With regard to the 
"safety-stirrup," there could not be much 
objection to it if it were made sufficiently large 
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to prevent the padding over the instep from 
causing the foot to become embedded ; and if, 
likewise, some careful and competent person 
were ready and willing to give the machinery 
of it a thorough examination immediately 
before entrusting the safety of a lady to such 
an uncertain support. But how seldom is this 
the case ? Servants — even the most careful — 
are, to say the least of it, apt to overlook 
these important details ; and when the steed 
is led to the door the cavalier who is to escort 
the lady is too much occupied in admiring his 
fair charge, talking to her, arranging with her 
where they shall ride, fastening her gloves, or 
performing a like office for himself, to worry 
his head about such an apparently insignificant 
thing as her stirrup. Providedhe ascertains that 
it is the required length, he troubles himself no 
farther about it, and probably in nine cases out 
of ten the dandy youth would not even com- 
prehend the meaning of the term ** safety " as 
applied to the article in question. No doubt 
it offcen happens that an elderly father, a 
matter-of-fact husband, a phlegmatic uncle, or 
a careful brother may be upon the spot, witfc 

13 * 
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wits and hands ready to avert danger ; but 
how frequently, also, is it the fashionable 
stripling who escorts the lady — a cousin, or a 
lover, perhaps— ignorant of aU connected with 
riding, except the pleasure of it ; or the booted 
and belted servant, who touches his hat, and 
thinks he has done his duty because the 
saddle is clean and the horse sleek and shiny ; 
or the riding-master, who has come out in a 
hurry, anxious and flurried at the last moment 
to see that everything looks right, and who has 
had no time to see after such minor accessories 
as stirrups, or has left the matter (if he thought 
of it at all) in the hands of the groom, who 
has left it alone ^altogether. This being the 
case, I maintain that a stirrup encumbered 
with machinery is unsuited to a lady, because, 
although she may have an escort who will look 
after it, there is the possibility that she may 
not have such good fortune. Moreover, a 
stirrup made sufficiently large to bear padding 
over the instep, and yet enable the foot to 
dip easily in and out, must of necessity be a 
considerable weight, and this alone would be 
an objection, especially to a hunting lady, 
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who calculates to a nicety every ounce which 
her steed has to carry, I have said that a 
small raciQg, or jockey-stirrup, is the nicest in 
which a lady can ride, and I am bound to 
adhere to my judgment. 

So much for the first portion of **H. de 
V. E.'s" letter. Now we come to the 
second. 

My *^ poor opinion of John, the coachman, 
and Jem, the groom," is based, not upon their 
untrustworthiness, but upon their want of 
capacity as teachers of the equine art. I have 
never yet, in all my experience, met with any 
servant who was capable of instructing a lady 
how to ride ; yet I have been fairly astonished 
to find the contrary idea quite general amongst 
parents in the country, who fondly hope that 
their daughters may one day adorn a saddle 
and grace a hunting-field. ** I shall have Mary 
and Jenny taught immediately now," said a 
lady to me one day in the course of last 
summer, — ** They shall have a pony a-piece, 
and John (the groom) shall teach them." Of 
course, I said nothing, my principle of non- 
interference standing me in good stead ; but 
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when, an hoiir or so later, I beheld the said 
John disporting himself, and showing off his 
equestrian skill upon one of the carriage- 
horses, I really felt pity for the two charming 
little girls who were so soon to be handed over 
to his doubtful tuition. 

And now for the third portion of your 
correspondent's letter : namely, the question 
of the straight saddle. *^ H. de V. E. " says 
he has never seen any such ; and I consider 
this extremely probable, for he will recollect 
my saying that a saddle such as I described 
should be made to order, as it is certainly not 
in general use — ^but I am not altogether 
singular in my advocacy of it. Peat and Co., 
Piccadilly, or Box and Co., Abbey Street, 
Dublin, will manufacture saddles of this 
description in excellent style, but only to 
order, for they have not yet found sufficient 
favour — or, to express it better, are not 
sufficiently known — to have become popular, 
and manufacturers therefore will not keep 
them in stock. The advantages of a straight 
saddle are manifold. Firstly, it is the only 
means by which a lady can learn the necessary 
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art of riding from balance. This can be 
acquired by sitting on a saddle, but never by 
sitting in one. Secondly, she can, when 
riding upon a straight saddle, change . and 
shift her position, which as a necessary con- 
sequence changes her weight upon the horse's 
back, and saves him from being galled. A 
noble lady wrote to me some time since, " I 
know not how it is ; all my horses are laid up 
with sore backs ; and yet my saddle is well 
padded." I guessed the secret at once ; she 
was riding in a sort of weU, or chair, from 
which her heavy weight could never for an 
instant shift, and hence the trouble of which 
she complained. I sent her a sketch of my 
saddle, with the address of the man who had 
made it, and she has since been a staunch 
upholder of my theory. Thirdly, the best 
figure in the world would look to disadvantage 
if seated in a saddle with a dip or slope ; 
whereas a well-made woman, attired in a 
habit properly fitted about the waist and hips, 
never looks to such complete advantage as 
when sitting gracefully and at ease upon 
a well constructed straight-made saddle. 
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Fourthly, if in taking an up-jump the horse 
misses his footing and struggles in an unsuc- 
cessful effort to recover himself, the lady may 
— ^if riding upon a straight saddle — succeed in 
slipping from it to a situation of comparative 
safety ; but, if she has a high projection of 
iron and stiff leather just behind her, it bars her 
movement, and as a consequence the horse 
falls back upon her, and catching her between 
his weight and the edge of the ditch or farrow, 
as the case may be, injures her spine, some- 
times fatally, and frequently in a serious 
manner. 

The question, ** Do I also advocate straight 
saddles for men's use ? " is answered by my 
reminding " H. de V. E." that there is no 
analogy between a gentleman's position upon 
horseback and that of a lady. What would 
be a necessity, or at least a luxuryy for the one 
would be eminently unsuited for the other. 
A man's superior activity and greater liberty 
of motion place him ever at an advantage. 
And whilst upon this subject I would strongly 
urge upon all humane riders, especially the 
male portion of them, to have their saddles 
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made high in front j so as not to press upon the 
horse's withers, causing him much needless 
suffering. A space capable of accommodating 
at least two fingers should be between withers 
and saddle, and were this attended to we 
should see fewer skin abrasions and unsightly- 
lumps upon poor submissive animals, and less 
of that stuffing of handkerchiefs between 
cruel leather and bleeding flesh which so 
frequently pains the sorrowing eyes of sensitive 
and pitying persons. 

I think I have now dealt fully with 
" H. de V. E.'s " letter, and must thank the 
writer of it for his complimentary observa- 
tions, and his kindly appreciation of my 
labours in a cause which I certainly have very 
much at heart. 

Apologising for trespassing thus far upon 
your valuable space. 

I am. Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
Nannie Power O'Donoghue. 

October 12, 1880. 
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Sir, — Many readers of The Illustrated Sporting 
and Dramatic News hope that Mrs. Power 
O'Donoghue, in her very interesting letters 
upon " Ladies on Horseback," will touch fully 
on the most important thing, viz. ^* the ladies' 
horse." One sees ladies riding all sorts ; some 
too big, some too small, some good shoulders 
and no backs, others just the reverse ; not one 
out of twenty what it ought to be. Also, up to 
what weight should it be ? What is the average 
weight of ladies, and the difference in ordinary 
dress to the habit? It is often said that, 
owing to the peculiar seat, the weight being 
all on one side, a lady tires a horse much more 
than a man ; certainly you often see ladies' 
horses going short with the near hind leg, 
possibly from this cause. Could not the 
weight of side-saddles be reduced? Those 
used by the Empress of Austria could not 
have weighed 81b., and she was herseK a light 
woman. Anything on this subject will interest 
many readers. 

I am, &c. 

Eques. 
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Sib, — There is one point to which I should 
like to call the attention of the writer of the 
able and interesting articles on "Ladies on 
Horseback," which she appears to have 
altogether overlooked in her enumeration of 
the articles of a lady's riding attire. It is the 
use of a spur by lady equestrians. The 
recently invented lady's spur consists of one 
sharp point so constructed as not to injure 
the habit. In hunting, a spur is indispensable, 
and in park-ridiug is very desirable for a lady, 
who has so much less control over her horse 
than a man. Young girls just beginning to 
ride will find the use of a spur most beneficial 
in managing their steeds. Hired horses are 
never altogether to be trusted, and in the case 
of their showing temper or laziness, two or 
three pricks with a lady's spur will subdue 
them far more quickly than the application of 
a whip. I have more than once ridden a horse 
that was a confirmed jibber, and have always 
found a few determined thrusts with my spur, 
combined with an efficiently applied whip, 
never failed to bring him down. I confidently 
recommend all ladies, and especially young 
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girls just beginning the axt of equitation, to 
procure a lady's spur, and never to mount a 
horse without it. 

I am, &c. 

Mabel Flobence Eayne. 
The Firs, Cheltenham, 
Oct. 18th, 1880. 



Sib, — I suppose it would be impossible to 
advance any opinions to which there would 
not be objections raised, but I write, not in a 
cavilling spirit, but as one really anxious for 
information, to know whether Mrs. Power 
O'Donoghue would seriously advocate striking 
a horse between the ears when it rears. 
Surely such a thing would be exceedingly 
dangerous for any lady to attempt, and, as 
your correspondent is writing solely for ladies, 
I conclude she refers to them in the present 
instance. I feel very strongly upon this point, 
because an uncle of mine, some years ago, 
when out riding tried this experiment at the 
advice of a friend. The horse (not a vicious 
one) suddenly reared ; my uncle loosened the 
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reins and urged it forwaxd, but finding this 
ineffectual, struck it violently between the 
ears with his hunting-whip. The animal, 
maddened, I presume, by the pain, reared 
straight on enl Mid fell Lkwak; its rider 
being a very agile man, shpped off sideways, 
and thus escaped nearly certain death ; but 
had the rider been a lady instead of a 
gentleman the consequences must have been 
fatal; and with so light a switch as a lady 
usually carries, a blow between the ears could 
only serve to irritate without producing any 
good effect. I would ask one more question : 
Why does your correspondent so strongly 
object to the use of the ^^ old-fashioned 
slipper " stirrup ? I am rather curious on this 
point, because I have ever since the tender 
age of four, when my riding experiences began, 
used the shoe-stirrup, and I have always 
thought it so safe, because my foot slips out in 
a second. I am aware that it is extremely 
unfashionable, as in Eotton Kow you hardly 
see a lady using it ; but I keep to it still, not 
so much with the idea of its safety, but for 
comfort, especially in trotting. I find it 
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extremely difficult to keep an iron stirrup 
from slipping back into the instep, and, being 
used to rise pressing on the toes, I think that 
rising from the instep is more diflSicult and 
doubles the exertion of trotting. In conclusion, 
I must express a hope that Mrs. Power 
O'Donoghue will not give me credit for 
writing in a spirit of unfriendly criticism; 
but as I am exceedingly fond of riding, I feel 
an interest in working out this subject to its 
fullest extent. I am sure all lady riders must 
feel grateful to Mrs. Power O'Donoghue for 
the valuable and useful instructions contained 
in her interesting letters, and one has only 
to pay a visit to the Eow between 12 and 2 
in the season, to see how much they are 
needed by the generality of the ** ladies on 
horseback." 

I am, &c. 

Equestbina. 
October 13th, 1880. 



Sib, — Though not an " aggrieved stirrup- 
maker," it may not be out of place if I, as a 



OOBBESFONDENOE. 207 

saddler of many years' experience and a great 
lover of horses, offer a few comments on the 
*^ hints and instmotions" set forth in your 
paper for the benefit of ladies on horseback, 
written by one of the sex who is evidently aa 
authority on the subject she treats so ably. 
There is no doubt these articles will be read 
with great interest by very many ladies who 
desire to acquit themselves weU on horseback, 
and also by their gentlemen friends who are 
anxious to conduce to the safety and comfort 
of their fair companions in that dehghtftd 
exercise, but cannot have the same knowledge 
to impart the theoretical instructions now 
given by your lady writer, whose criticisms 
will therefore be valuable to both. In 
following her remarks, it occurs to me that 
I may perhaps venture on a Httle comment 
without being considered too intrusive. The 
objection taken to children riding is no doubt 
formed on good grounds, but I think that with 
care young ladies might be permitted at a 
much earlier age than sixteen to acquire some 
practice in the saddle ; it is true that young 
girls are liable to curvature of the spine, when 
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allowed to ride day after day on the same side 
of their pony, but I have understood that this 
danger is obviated by ohaagmg their position 
to the other side on alternate days, and I 
should be glad to learn what are the objections 
to this. It seems to me rather desirable that 
ladies should have equal facility in riding on 
either side, but there may be reasons against 
it of which I am ignorant. This lady says 
that the nicest bridle for a beginner is a plain 
ring-snaffle, but states further that few horses 
will go in it ; the latter remark, if correct, 
(which I should venture to doubt), raises a 
fatal objection to the ring-snaffle, as I fear 
that not one young lady in twenty, under 
amateur teaching, would be put upon a 
perfectly trained nag, desirable as this must 
be ; and thus an ordinary stout mouth plain 
snaffle, or plain bar with single rein, would 
surely be preferable. I fancy it would be 
found of much advantage if riding was taught 
in the first instance without the use of reins 
at all, the horse simply being led by an 
attendant ; the learner thus gets a proper 
balance, without depending on the bridle for 
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support, as many are found to do. For a 
young girl I should like to know what is the 
objection to a pad, or pilch as they are called, 
made for use on either side. These, having 
no tree, are nearly level, but there is perhaps 
a chance of its turning round if the rider does 
not sit straight ; for a grown girl, the properly 
made saddle is better every way. In common 
with your correspondent ** H. de V. E.," I 
fail quite to understand how a side-saddle is 
to be made '* as straight as a board." A 
saddle is made on a foundation, or tree, of 
wood and iron, which should be shaped for the 
back intended to bear it, and must be raised 
slightly in front for the wither and behind to 
clear the backbone ; but it is right that the 
seat should be as level as possible. This is 
probably the lady's meaning. It is very 
essential that the saddle should fit the horse 
correctly and be of suitable size and shape for 
the rider; the former consideration is too 
offcen overlooked and thus entaUs discomfort 
to both. There are saddles, and saddles, as 
ladies often find to their cost. A very large 
proportion in use here, and more abroad, are 

14 
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put together in Birmingham and Walsall on 
the slop system ; they will please the eyes of 
an inexperienced purchaser, but are formed 
with little regard to the requirements of the 
poor animals who suffer under them, or of 
their riders' comfort, and it is probable that 
these are the saddles against which ladies are 
very properly warned. It is really indis- 
pensable for a lady's comfort in riding that 
she should have a good saddle, made by a 
competent and conscientious saddler, whose 
business it is to see that it is suitable. 
Considering the number of years that a good 
saddle with care will last, it is inconceivable 
that the comparatively small additional price 
should be grudged for a perfect and satisfactory 
article by a maker of repute, instead of the 
machine-made slop rubbish, by which many a 
good animal is injured and the temper of his 
rider seriously chafed. Enough about saddles 
for the present, so I will go to the next point 
under discussion — the stirrup. Your lady 
rider must have been very unfortunate in her 
usje of the safety-stirrup, which, in my opinion, 
does in practice usually justify its name. I 
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have known very many instances in which 
ladies have owed immunity from serious 
accident to its use. As " H. de V. E." justly 
says, the mechanism of the stirrup (which is 
very simple) should not be allowed to get out 
of order by neglect ; surely the lady or her 
friends, particularly if so '* knowledgeable *' as 
the writer of the article, might [They ** might." 
That they so often do not, and that danger so 
frequently results from the neglect, is the 
grievance and complaint of our contributor. — 
Ed. I. S. (§ D.N.] take the trouble personally 
to see that her stirrup is not out of order from 
rust, and in no other way but one can it be so ; 
the other way is that if the groom ignorantly 
or carelessly adjusts the stirrup for use hind 
part before, the inner stirrup cannot be 
released, and the rider's foot, in case of a fall, 
will be helplessly fixed in the stirrup. This 
eventuahty, however, does not detract from 
the real value of the safety-stirrup, for neglect 
and ignorance will entail direful consequences 
in all ways. Next to the safety-stirrup, I 
quite believe that a plain steel stirrup of 
suitable size, with side pieces at the bottom 

14 * 
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to take sharp pressure off the foot, is the most 
suitable for ladies' use, and I always condemn 
the small padded stirrup, which is, indeed, a 
fruitful source of danger to lady riders. 

With the rest of Mrs. O'Donoghue's 
dissertation I cordially agree, and beheve it 
would be beneficial if both men and ladies 
practised riding without the aid of the stirrup ; 
and the same rule applies to and is generally 
practised by men, as I saw a few days ago on 
a German barrack-ground, where an awkward 
squad was being trained in that manner. 
The art of putting a lady up is one that should 
be practised more than it is by horsemen; 
my first attempt resulted in the lady slipping 
down again, and on my hat, which suffered 
even more than my self-esteem. On one 
occasion in the Crimea, years ago, I was 
riding with a lady and her husband, the 
former dismounted at Mrs. Seacole's for re- 
freshment, and on being put up again by her 
husband with more vigour than skill, the poor 
lady was sent over her horse's back to the 
ground on the other side, and being somewhat 
portly, was shaken severely. I fear many 
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ladies have suffered in the same way from the 
awkwardness of their attendants, but I have 
seen ladies so agile as to mount from the 
ground without assistance — ^rather a difficult 
feat, and requiring much practice. Having 
trespassed so much on your space I must not 
proceed further now, but shall be happy to air 
my notions again, if agreeable to your readers 
and riders. 

Yours, &c. 

Jermyn. 



Sir, — My papers entitled ** Ladies on 
Horseback " have called forth many letters. 
Some of these you have printed, some have 
been forwarded to me from your office, and 
many have been received at my own house. 
I shall regard it as a favour if you will permit 
me to reply to a few of them through the 
medium of your paper, as in answering one I 
shall answer many who have vmtten upon the 
same subject. 

J. V. — ^When the horse took head with 
me and leaped into the farm-yard (as depicted 
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by Mr. Sturgess) I had no way of getting out 
except by the passage and kitchen of the 
farm-house, as the gates of the yard were 
locked, and the owner of the place — who was 
away at the neighbouring town — had the key 
in his pocket. 

Eques. — The reason why ladies ride ** all 
sorts of horses " is that comparatively few 
keep horses of their own, and those who are 
without them and are fond of riding, jump 
eagerly at the offer of a friend's mount, 
whether it be suitable or otherwise. A nice, 
horse for a lady may be thus described : 
Height about 16-3 ; Colour dark bay or brown, 
well-set sloping shoulders, good back, arched 
loins, firm and graceful neck, small head and 
ears, shapely clean-cut legs, and good firm 
feet. A horse of this description will be 
well up to 13 or 14 st. For a heavy weight 
an animal should be selected with a short 
wide back, powerful quarters, big healthy 
hocks, and stoutly-built fore-legs. The 
average weight of ladies is about 9st. Summer 
costume and riding gear would weigh about 
equally, but velvet or sealskin would out- 
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weigh a habit. A lady seated upon a properly- 
made saddle, if she has been well taught, will 
never have her weight **all on one side." 
The reason why horses go short with the 
near hind leg is because ladies ride from the 
stirrup, leaning their full weight upon it, and 
galling the animal's back. The stirrup is 
meant to assist, not to support^ the rider. 
Old-fashioned side-saddles are all too heavy ; 
but a well-constructed modem saddle can 
scarcely be improved upon. It is a mistake 
to ride in too Hght a saddle, as it brings the 
weight of the body too near the horse's back. 
That used by the Empress of Austria weighed 
12 lbs., which is about a correct standard. 

Ladybibd. — Nobody who has any regard for 
life and limb now rides through Dublin. 
All wise persons gave it up when pavement 
and tram-lines made the city what it is. 
Consequently the park is deserted, and only a 
solitary horseman is seen in Stephen's Green. 

Inquibeb. — The shoe should be made to jit 
the foot. It is most cruel, and is a fruitful 
source of lameness, to pare the foot away to 
make it fit a ready-made shoe. If you cannot 
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trust yonr farrier, change him. This advice 
also applies to James E., but I do not under- 
take to answer questions respecting the treat- 
ment or management of the horse. 

Mabel Flobence Eayne. — I had not for- 
gotten nor overlooked the important uses of 
the spur. You will find the subject treated in 
my papers upon hunting and hunting-costume. 
I do not, however, at all approve of its use for 
beginners, as such are certain, through 
nervousness, to press the left heel close to 
the horse's side, and, if furnished with a 
spur, would cause him much needless pain 
and irritation, besides endangering their own 
safety. 

EoBEBT Keating. — Best thanks for letter and 

papers. 

G. Elliot. — ^For riding with a bit and 

bridoon, place a rein between each finger of 

your left hand, and hold them securely with 

your thumb, reserving your right hand for 

your whip ; or take your reins in both hands, 

and ride your horse upon the curb, or snaffle, 

according to his temperament. For riding 

with a single rein, place the near leather 
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under your Kttle finger and the off one between 
the first and second fingers, which is as good 
a way as any ; but I have aheady said that 
there is no fixed rule for holding reins, and a 
good rider will constantly change them about, 
and move the bridle in her horse's mouth, 
which prevents him hanging upon his bit. 

Jane Cabb. — I scarcely know whether to 
regard your letter as a compliment or the 
reverse. My labours have been totally 
unassisted ; nor has my experience of this 
world shown me that its occupants are 
sufficiently philanthropic to labour that 
another may reap the merit and the reward. 

L. K. — The subject is not within my pro- 
vince. Mayhew's Horse Management ^ published 
by Allen & Co., 13, Waterloo Place, London, 
is the best I can recommend. 

Huntsman. — It is for ladies I am writing. 

Eleanob. — Thanks ; but if I adopted one 
half of the suggestions offered, a strange 
result would ensue. Happily my papers went 
to press without anybody (save the Editor) 
having had a glance at them. He generously 
accepted them upon their merits ; but had I 
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shown them to others I should either have 
altered something in every second line or 
have given offence to numerous well-meaning 
persons. When I was a child I committed to 
memory the inimitable fable of ** The Miller, 
his Son, and his Ass," and have taken the 
moral of it as a guide through life. 

GooDALL. — ^A short hunting-crop without a 
lash would do. 

Equestbdja. — ^If a horse rears with me in a 
vicious manner I hit him between the ears, 
but I do not by any means expect my readers 
to coincide in all my views, and those who 
know a better plan can, of course, adopt it. 
If an animal rears slightly I lean forward 
against his neck, touch him with my heel, and 
speak to him. If he persists, and I see any 
danger of his faUiug back, I hit him between 
the ears with the butt-end of my whip, not 
sufficiently heavily to *^ madden him," nor even 
to cause him the least pain, but to occasion 
him to duck his head, which he invariably 
does ; and if at that instant I hit him sharply 
with my heel, he drops at once and lashes out 
behind. Allowing for a moment that such a 
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mode of action may be open to objection, is it 
not better (seeing that it is frequently effica- 
cious) than sitting quietly and permitting 
one's-self to be fallen back upon, without 
making any effort to avert the catastrophe ? 
My objection to the sHpper-stirrup is founded 
on the knowledge that it encourages ladies to 
lean their weight upon it. " It feels so com- 
fortable," I heard a lady say, " so like a 
resting-board beneath my foot, that I cannot 
help riding from it." An iron stirrup with the 
foot well home is the proper thing to ride in ; 
and remember it is from the instep and not 
from the toes that you should rise. The iron 
should meet the waist of the boot-sole, and a 
long flat heel (I do not mean one of those 
atrocities known as a high one) should be worn 
on the boot. 

Jebmyn. — ^Your letter almost answers itself. 
The pad or pilch is apt to turn round, for it is 
only one little girl in twenty who sits straight. 
You judge my meaning rightly about the 
straight saddle, but I opine that it is the 
stuffing which should be arranged to guard the 
backbone from pressure, and that it is in no 
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way necessary to raise the seat at the back. 
I must again say, for the third time, that a 
plain ring-snaffle is the nicest for a lady's use, 
and also maintain my opinion that few horses 
will go in it, according to my ideas of " going." 
A horse who goes well in a ring-snaffle must 
have a perfect temper and a perfect mouth, a 
combination as rare in the equine as in the 
human tribe. For ordinary hunters and 
roadsters I do not recommend it, simply 
because they will not go in such a bridle ; but 
I shall ever hold to my opinion that it is the 
nicest and the least puzzling for a beginner. 

Katie. — Not worth denying. It is one of 
those worthless untruths which I have long 
since learned to treat with contempt. 

Livebpudlian. — ^Your suggestion is so good 
that I shall certainly adopt it. Nothing could 
be better adapted for riding in than a warm 
jersey, buttoned in front. Being elastic it 
would allow full play for the arms and 
shoulders, and would also display a good figure 
to advantage. If you, or some other, would 
only get up a sufficient amount of courage to 
turn a deaf ear to the hateful and oft-recurring 
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** What will be said?" we might have many 
useful and elegant innovations of which at 
present we know nothing. 

Young Wipe. — There can be no impropriety 
in what you say. " Honi soit qui mal y 
pense ? " So long as you have a good con- 
science and your husband's approval you need 
care little for what the world says. 

X. Y. Z.J Dashawat, and Countbtman. — 
I cannot reply to your letters. 

Thanking you, Sir, for your kindness in 

granting me so much of your valuable space, 

I am, &c. 

Nannie Poweb O'Donoghxjb. 
October 25. 



Sib, — The " recently-invented lady's spur," 
mentioned in your last issue by " Mabel 
Florence Eayne," was patented towards the 
close of the last century, and illustrations of 
it, and of other spurs on the same principle, 
can be seen at the Patent Office. I quite 
concur in the recommendation that a lady 
should always wear a spur, and it will be 
seen from the last article by Mrs. Power 
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O'Donoghue that a spur forms part of her 
huntiiig equipment ; but I strongly advise 
ladies to wear a spur with a rowel having only 
five points, which should be long and sharp. 
The spur with one point and a spring sheath 
is commonly sold by saddlers for ladies' use, 
but is liable to break or get out of order, and 
is always discarded in favour of the one with 
a five-pointed rowel by ladies who have tried 
the latter. Mrs. Power O'Donoghue is doing 
good service to ladies by protesting against 
the stirrups facetiously so-called " safety." 
I always advise a lady to use a perfectly 
plain steel stirrup, but a tolerably heavy one. 
Why cannot the stirrup be attached to a lady's 
saddle in the same manner as to a gentle- 
man's ? Then, in case of accident, the stirrup 
and leather would come away together. An 
excellent bit for a lady's horse is a curb-bit, 
suspended in the horse's mouth by two large 
rings, to which the snaffle-reins are also 
attached. This bit is very light or very 
severe, at the rider's wish. 

I am, &c. 

■ October 26, 1880. Southebn Cboss. 
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SiE, — Continuing my remarks on this 
subject, I am bound to say that your contri- 
butor gives sufficient answer to the question 
of the safety-stirrup in explaining that the 
objecidon is removed prodding the imxer 
stirrup is large enough for the foot to be easily 
extricated ; the stirrup being made in three 
different sizes, this is a matter easily adjusted. 
The shoe-stirrup referred to by " Equestrina" 
was in use by ladies for many years, and in 
point of safety I think no objection can be 
raised to it ; the same shape of stirrup is much 
affected by men in South America. 

The instructions in Part Second of Mrs. 
Power O'Donoghue's writings are very admi- 
rable, except that I do not see the utility of 
a lady's striking a rearing horse between the 
ears, with the few ounces of whip usually carried. 
I have known men do so with a loaded whip, 
and knocking a horse down to cure him of this 
vice, but it would be scarcely advisable for a lady 
to try this. I am rather surprised to see it 
stated as a fact that both rearing and plunging ^ 
maybe entirely prevented by using the so-called \ 
anti-rearing bit martingale. It certainly may ; 
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prevent rearing on the first attempt if the horse's 
head is kept down tightly by this martingale 
attached to the breastplate, but as the latter is 
seldom worn except for hunting, it cannot be 
intended to recommend it for that purpose, for 
it would infallibly follow that the fixed martin- 
gale would bring both horse and rider to grief at 
the very first fence they attempted to clear, 
and if the horse had sufficient liberty of action 
to jump freely, the martingale would be no 
obstruction to his rearing. I know from my 
own experience that a horse can be knocked 
down by a blow on the head. I was once 
doing a little private mounted practice at 
sword exercise, preparatory to a prize com- 
petition, and grasping my sword with thick 
gloves on, the weapon somehow turned in 
my hand, caught my mare below the ear on 
the bridle-hand, and knocked her completely 
off her legs, to our mutual amazement, though 
no great harm was done. I do not see what 
analogy there can be between the powerful 
Chifney bit and a rearing martingale ; 
the effect of the latter may be secured by 
attaching a split martingale, with leather or 
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spring billets, to the mouth-rings of any bit 
in use, snaffle or Pelham ; but I believe that a 
horse can, if determined, rear all the same, 
and it certainly would not prevent plunging or 
bucking. For a restive or jibbing horse in 
saddle I have always foujid a short running 
martingale very useful; the rider should 
shorten and lower the right rein well down the 
horse's shoulder, apply the right leg and spur 
sharply, and turn the horse round like a 
teetotum until he is dizzy, then give him both 
spurs when his head is in the right direction. 
This will set him going before he knows 
where he is, and is a practice I have found 
very efficacious, but not easily applicable by 
ladies. 

On the subject of bits, my own favourite is 
the Hanoverian Pelham ; it will generally hold 
the strongest puller, and, with a light hand, I 
have never met a horse that would not face it. 
For show or park riding there is none 
better ; it is, however, not suited to those who 
trust to the bridle-reins for their balance in 
the saddle. 

^^Eques" inquires "what is the average 
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weight of ladies ? " This is a difficult query, 
but as ladies ride at all weights between six 
and eleven stone, with a margin each way, I 
should suppose the average would be about 
8i stone, exclusive of saddle, &o. A lady who 
is an indifferent rider would throw more weight 
on one side than the other, one cause of so 
many sore backs from side-saddles ; but a 
thoroughly good horsewoman would sit with 
as level a balance as a man. The weight of 
good modem side-saddles is much reduced, 
but they cannot well be made under 141b., 
with furniture, and are usually considerably 
more. If the Empress of Austria uses a 
saddle of 81b. only (as some have averred), 
she must ride on a man's steeplechase-saddle, 
which perhaps would not be a difficult perform- 
ance for a lady who is said to be in the habit 
of driving four-in-hand. 

I am much impressed by the recital of 
your contributor's adventures and hair-breadth 
escapes on the saddle, particularly on the 
occasion she refers to when invited by a 
friend to ride the big bay horse. If the 
friend was a gentleman, I must repeat the 
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opinion I heard expressed by a lady when 
reading the article — ^that any man who would 
wilfaUy expose a woman to risk her life on 
such a brute behaved disgracefully. There 
is no object in creation to my mind more 
attractive than a graceful woman controlling 
with ease a fine and well-trained horse ; but 
no one with due respect for the sex would 
wish to see her taking the place of a rough 
rider. 

Yours, &c. 

Jebmtn. 



Sir, — Although I care nothing for anything 
that may be said about myself, I am ever 
loyal to my friends, and it seems to me hard 
that one of the truest of them should be 
spoken of as having ** behaved disgracefully " 
by a writer who, with more impetuosity than 
judgment, jumps at conclusions without 
waiting to hear the truth. When I was riding 
homeward after the leap into the farm-yard, I 
met the owner of the horse upon the road, 

16 * 
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driving out with a friend. The moment he 
heard what had occurred he took me off the 
animal, changed my saddle to the very quiet 
horse he was driving, aad actuaUy, after nearly 
an hour's delay, succeeded in putting the 
harness upon the " big bay,'* and, having done 
so, drove him home regardless of his own safety, 
or rather of his danger, which was imminent. 
I do not think there are mauy men at his time 
of life, and in his delicate state of health, who 
would have done the same thing rather than 
chance a second runaway. He had no reason 
to suppose that any such thing would, in the 
first instance, have happened, and I believe it 
was attributable to the fact that the horse had 
been ridden a day or two previously by a very 
wild rider, who had spoilt his mouth and 
manners, and who subsequently apologised to 
me for having been the cause of what 
occurred. I might have mentioned all this 
before, and certainly should have done so had 
I thought that such necessity should have 
arisen. I would remind " Jermyn " that my 
observations respecting the martingale were 
confined to my papers on road-riding, not on 
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hunting, and would also thank him, with 
my best obeisance, for calling me a rough- 
rider. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours obediently, 
Nannie Poweb O'Donoghue. 
October 31, 1880. 



Sir, — I must, in justice to myseK, ask you 
to be so kind as to grant me space in your 
influential journal to reply to the very serious 
charge " Jermyn '* brought against me in your 
issue of the 30th of the past month. I am 
the friend who asked Mrs. Power O'Donoghue 
to ride " the big bay," and yet I beUeve that 
nobody in aU the world has a higher esteem 
for that lady, nor a truer regard for her safety 
han I have. Indeed there are few men in 
Ireland (if one) worth being called the name, 
who would not willingly lay down their own 
lives rather than imperil the life of one so 
imiversaUy beloved. The horse up to the 
day of the runaway had been perfectly quiet 
and most easily managed. He carried me 
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two seasons to hounds, never making a mistake 
nor pulling in the least. Not being able to ride, 
having shortly before met with a very serious 
accident, I lent "the big bay" to a hard- 
riding young officer for a day's hunting. He 
unfortunately must have made too free use of 
his long-necked spurs, and, totally unknown 
to me, ruffled the horse's temper ; the animal 
remembering the treatment he received, and 
finding but a feather on his back, when excited 
by the music of the hounds, overpowered his 
rider ; but, thank Heaven, no serious accident 
occurred. I was unutterably shocked and 
distressed on hearing of the occurrence, and 
may state that on the day in question 1 was 
driving in my dog-cart, accompanied by a 
gentleman (late an officer in Her Majesty's 
service) who can vouch for the truth of my 
statement, when Mrs. O'Donoghue came up 
to me and told me of her very narrow escape. 
I did not hesitate an instant to say, " I will 
take out the horse I am driving. You know 
him to be a perfect mount, and I will put 
* the big bay ' in my trap." The lady did not 
wish me to do so, knowing the risk I ran in 
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putting a horse in Iiaxness that had never 
been in such before. I at last succeeded in 
prevailing on her not to lose the day's sport, 
changed the saddle with great difficulty, and 
attached " the big bay " to my dog-cart ; after a 
few plunges and an endeavour to get away, he 
settled down, and has since gone grandly. 
My friend, though a very bold man, would 
not get in with me for some time. I hope 
after this explanation your correspondent wiU 
be sufficiently generous to allow that I did all 
in my power to insure the safety of a most 
precious life. With regard to the term 
** rough-rider," as applied by "Jermyn" to 
Mrs. O'Donoghue, I feel assured if he knew 
the lady he would not for worlds have used 
such an expression. 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
One Who has Bidden to Hounds for 
OvEB Sixty Years. 



Sir, — ^I should by no means recommend a 
young lady to weax a spur when learning in a 
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riding-scliool, but from my own experience I 
strongly advise all girls beginning to ride 
on the road never to mount their steeds 
without a sharp spur on their left boot. The 
second time I went out riding, when I was 
fourteen, my cob, startled by some noise, 
suddenly began to rear and pitch vigorously. 
I appKed my whip shaiply across his flank, 
but without effect. I then gave him a series 
of sharp pricks with my spur, which com- 
pletely subdued him. Had I been without a 
spur I should probably have been thrown and 
severely injured. I should certainly prefer a 
spur with a rowel as " Southern Cross " 
recommends, but would it not be apt to tear 
the habit ? 

I am, &c. 

Mabel Flobence Eayne. 
The Firs, Cheltenham, 
November 1, 1880. 



Sib, — ^A correspondent in your last number 
advises ladies to use a rowel spur, with five 
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prongs, long and sharp, so, as a friend of 
horses, I am inclined to write an objection 
to their taking this advice. In the first place, 
from the nature of a lady's seat, her armed 
heel would often unintentionally irritate and 
annoy the horse; and in the second place 
many would probably use this instrument of 
torture too severely, and therefore crueUy. A 
rowel spur, with five long and sharp prongs — 
in fact, a jockey's spur — ^is a much more 
severe instrument than is required for ordi- 
nary riding, either by man or woman, and 
the advantage of the ladies' bore spur is, 
that it can only be applied when intended, 
and then is quite suflSciently severe. I 
have no objection to ladies, who are good 
horsewomen, wearing a spur, and using it, too, 
as severely as necessary, but I have great 
objections to any unnecessary pain or annoy- 
ance beiQg given to my friends, the horses. 
Another lady correspondent of yours says 
that a spur is quite indispensable for hunting. 
If she means that it should always be worn 
in case it is required, I agree ; but I have 
ridden a courageous high-tempered horse for 
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years with hounds without ever using the 

spur. 

I am, &c. 

Faib Play. 

Glasgow, 1st November 1880. 



Sib, — ^As the subject of spurs and other 
riding equipment for ladies seems at the 
present time to occupy and interest many of 
your fair readers, permit me, on behaK of 
my sisters, who are horsewomen of some 
experience, both at home and in the colonies, 
and who have practically tried most known 
riding-costumes, to recommend, through the 
medium of your columns, the following as a 
comfortable and serviceable riding-dress for 
a lady, for long country rides, picnics, &c.; of 
course not for the Park, or a lawn meet. 
Habit — a short, strong hunting-skirt, short 
enough to walk in with comfort, with jacket 
of same cloth as skirt, made loose enough to 
admit of a jersey being worn under it if 
required; a wide leather belt for the waist, 
fastening with a buckle. This belt will be 
found a great comfort and support when on 
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horseback for many hours. Hat of soft felt, 
or a melon-shaped hat. Pantaloons of chamois 
leather, buttoning close at the ankles. Hussar 
or Wellington boots, reaching to about four 
inches of the knee, to be worn over the 
pantaloons, made of Peel leather with moderate- 
sized heels, tipped with brass, and soles strong 
but not thick. A leather stud should be sewn 
on the left boot, about 2J inches above the 
heel, on which stud the spur should rest, and 
thus be kept in its place without tight 
buckling. The spur found to be the most 
useful after the trial of many is a rowel spur 
of plated steel, about two inches to two and-a- 
half inches long, strong and light, hunting 
shape, and fastened with a strap and buckle, 
the foot-strap of plated steel chain. This 
chain foot-strap looks neater than a leather 
one, and does not become cut or worn out 
when on foot on rough or rocky ground. The 
rowel pin is a screw pin ; thus the rowel can 
be changed at pleasure, and a sharp or a blunt 
one fitted as is required by the horse one 
rides. The spur I mention can be obtained 
of Messrs. MaxweU & Co., Piccadilly, 
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London; or of Mr. Thompson, saddler, 
Dawson street, Dublin. 

Some ladies aftect two spurs — one, the 
right, being fitted with a blank rowel; this 
is, of course, for appearance sake when dis- 
mounted. I have not often seen two spurs 
worn. I am not alluding to Miss Bird's 
riding-costume, as described in her books, 
Life in the Sandwich Islands and The Rocky 
Mountains. She rode d la cavalier e^ in a 
Mexican saddle, and wearing big rowel 
Mexican spurs, and appears from her account 
to have preferred this style of riding to the 
modem style and side-saddle. Some years 
ago I saw a photograph of the Queen of 
Naples (I think in 1860), representing the 
queen mounted a la cavaliere^ wearing a high 
felt hat, a long white cloak, patent-leather 
jack-boots, and gflt spurs. Can aoiy of your 
readers inform me if this style of riding for 
ladies is a custom of Southern Italy as well 
as Mexico and the Sandwich Islands ? 

I am, &c. 

Jack Spub. 
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Sir, — I cannot regret that my letter has 
given the authoress of this work, and also 
the owner of the "big bay" horse, an 
opportunity of explaining the circumstances 
attending her mount on that puissant but 
headstrong animal, and of repudiating the 
erroneous construction put upon it, as probably 
the same idea may have occurred to many 
other readers of the anecdote^ who may not 
have cared to express their sentiments. I 
must say, however, that I am very sorry if 
my remarks occasioned pain to either of your 
correspondents. The explanation given 
shows clearly that no blame was really 
attributable to the gentleman who offered the 
mount, and I can well believe he never 
dreamt of danger with the horse in such 
skilful hands. No one would doubt the 
sincerity of the statement given, that the 
horse was put in harness for the first time and 
driven away, after such an experience of his 
temper; but it speaks more highly for the 
courage than discretion of his owner, and I 
can well understand the friend's hesitation to 
share the driving-seat, for there are few 
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things more trying to the nerves than to sit 
behind a determined bolter. Perhaps I write 
feelingly, having been in that predicament 
myself three years ago, resulting in a fractured 
hip and permanent lameness. I wiU most 
certainly admit that the chivalrous gentleman 
did aU, and more than was necessary, to avert 
farther peril to the lady who had so narrow an 
escape. As for the obnoxious term "rough 
rider," to which exception is taken, it was 
intended to be used generaUy and not 
individually ; if it has imfortunately happened 
that Mrs. Power O'Donoghue, whom I have 
never had the pleasure of seeing, took it in a 
personal sense, I most sincerely beg her 
forgiveness, and wiU ask her rather to accept, 
as appKcable to herself, the earlier remarks 
about ladies on horseback at the conclusion of 
my letter, and the assurance of my belief that 
such a gentlewoman as she is described could 
never be a roiLgh rider in any way. 

I am, &c. 

Jebmtn. 
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Sm, — The spur with a five-pointed rowel 
was strongly recommended for ladies' use 
many years ago in the Qmen^ and is worn by 
many : it does not tear the habit, and is not 
more severe than the spring-sheath spur with 
a point of the same length, as only one point 
of the rowel can prick the horse at a time ; 
indeed, it is not so severe, as it can be applied 
with a very slight touch, which generally is 
all that is required, whilst the spring-sheath 
spur must be applied with sufficient force to 
overcome the resistance of the spring, with 
the result that the horse is often more sharply 
pricked than the rider intends. The points 
of a lady's spur should be long enough to be 
effective if the skirt of the habit intervenes, 
as, with any arrangement, it sometimes 
will do, when, if the points are too short, 
the horse does not feel it. I dissent from the 
statement of "Fairplay" that, "from the 
nature of a lady's seat, her armed heel would 
often unintentionally irritate and annoy her 
horse." K appKed to a clumsy rider the 
statement is accurate, but a lady who is a 
moderately gdod rider has no difficulty in 
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keeping her foot in the proper position, and a 
lady's left foot should be in the same position 
as a man*s ; whilst, as a lady has the third 
crutch to steady her left leg, she has less 
excuse than a man would have for the unin- 
tentional use of the spur ; but this evil carries 
its own antidote, for the lady would soon 
perceive the result of the irritation, and 
become more careful. The best way to cure 
a boy of turning out his toes and holding on 
with his heels is to give him a pair of long- 
necked spurs, and then put him on a fidgetty 
horse ; a few minutes' experience teaches him 
more than a month of lecturing. I never 
knew of a mishap occurring to a lady through 
accidentally spurring her horse, but I have 
known many instances of ladies being put to 
great inconvenience and annoyance through 
not wearing a spur, and I do not understand 
why a lady should be more likely than a man 
to use it with undue severity. That it is an 
advantage to a lady is clearly shown by the 
fact that a lady who once tries one always 
continues its use. ** Fairplay " is also 
mistaken about the spring-sheath spur, for it 
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is as readily applied as any other, though 
more force is required, which is objectionable, 
and especially so in park riding, when the 
spring of the horse to an unintentionally 
sharp appKcation betrays the action of the 
rider. I claim to be as good a friend of 
horses as " Fairplay," but I have some regard 
for the rider as well as for the horse, and I 
consider that, whilst we are justified in riding 
horses, we are iustified in using such reason- 
able Jas as we find most s. tJactory to om- 
selves ; and I have no sympathy with anyone 
who objects to a lady availing herself of the 
convenience and assistance so readily sup- 
plied by a judiciously-used spur, which every 
horseman knows cannot, in very many caaes, 
be obtained by any other means, and which 
he never hesitates to avail himself of. In 
these days of locomotion a lady loses a great 
deal of the pleasures of travelling, and of the 
opportunities of seeing the countries she may 
visit, unless she can and will ride such horses 
as she may meet with in those countries; 
and even in the rural districts of England 
there is many an old nag of the " Proputty 
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Proputty " type, which (though not possessed 
of the special points of a lady's horse — ** Oh ! 
such a lovely mane and tail") will carry a lady 
tolerably well if he feels the spur occasionally. 
If " Mabel Florence Eayne " tries the rowel 
spur and the bit I mentioned in my former 
letter, I am sure she will be satisfied with 
them, and perhaps she will write her opinion 
for the benefit of others. The excellent and 
sensible letters of Mrs. Power O'Donoghue 
will probably convince people that a horse, 
when he has a lady on his back, is very much 
the same kind of animal, and requires very 
much the same kind of management, as when 
he is ridden by a man. If Mrs. Power 
O'Donoghue can obtain this result, she will 
sweep away many of the peculiar prejudices 
and ideas that now prevail as to all matters 
appertaining to ladies on horseback. 

I am, &c. 

Southern Cross. 



Sni, — In the article under the above- 
mentioned heading, pubHshed in your issue of 
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the 6th November, Mrs. Power O'Donoghue 
recommends that horses' tails should not be 
docked. Dealers, when offering horses for 
sale, do not usually volunteer any information 
as to whether the horses have been docked. 
I wish, therefore, to inform any intending 
purchasers who may not know how to ascer- 
tain whether a horse has been docked, and 
who may wish to obtain some which have 
not been disfigured in this manner, that if the 
dock (that is, the portion of the tail which 
consists of bones and muscles, &c.) is in its 
natural state, the hair grows thickly at the 
end or tip of it, and there is no bare space 
there ; but if it has been shortened by a 
portion of it being cut off (or docked), there 
is at the end or tip of it a circular space of 
about an inch in diameter, entirely bare of 
hair. When a horse has been docked, the 
hair of the tail scarcely grows after it has 
reached to within six or sLo inohe, above 
the hocks. The hocks of a large horse are 
about twenty-five iaches above the ground. 
It is a general custom with London dealers 
to cut, the hair of the tail very short before 

16 * 
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offering a horse for sale, so that it does not 
come down lower than to a distance of about 
nine inches above the hooks. The buyer 
cannot then tell to what length the tail is 
likely to grow. If customers would refuse 
to buy horses with the hair of the tail cut 
short, perhaps the practice in question would 
be discontinued by the dealers. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

X. Y. Z. 
London, November 10, 1880. 



Sir, — In your paper of last week I notice a 
letter on the advisability of ladies on horse- 
back adopting the cross-saddle in place of 
the side, that is to say, in plain English, ride 
astride. This I have done abroad when far 
beyond conventional bondage, and it is 
incomparably better. Your correspondent 
points out the evils resulting from the one-sided 
twisted seat, which a lady now has, and also, 
in the same paper, the authoress of Ladies on 
Horseback says how impossible it is with only 
one foot in the stirrup to rise comfortably to a 
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high trotter. Now I should never have dared 
to name such a change had it not been thus 
mooted. Society will shriek out and say, 
" Woman would be indeed out of place thus." 
Why ? I am sure with a proper dress there 
is nothing to hurt the extren^/proper feelings 
of the most modest. All who have hunted 
know that the very short skirted habits at 
times display, well, say the leg of the fair 
equestrienne most liberally. Now the dress for 
the cross-horse style is much the same as a 
bathing suit, loose Zouave drawers drawn close 
below the knee, and fastened tightly over the 
boot at the ankle ; a loose tunic, long enough 
to come almost to the knee when mounted, 
lightly belted at the waist, a cape falling over 
the shoulders, not quite to the elbows. This 
is my attire when free to ride in the only 
really comfortable way, a foot in each stirrup. 
Oh, no woman would ever be twisted and 
packed on to a side saddle again if she could 
help it, after once enjoying the ease and free- 
dom, as well as complete control of her horse 
which a man's seat gives. 

So far as exhibitions of Umbs go, it is much 
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more deKcate, and there is nothing to offend 
the most sensitive lady in this style. Only 
it is not fashionahle. When shall we cease to 
prostrate ourselves hefore that Juggernaut of 
fashion ? For all paces and in every instance 
it is hetter, and the risk of accidents is reduced 
at least one half. It is a wonderful ease in long 
rides to vary the stirrup length. The military, 
almost straight-leg, trot, I think the easiest^ 
but, on the other hand, some of the best 
riders I have ever seen abroad ride with a 
very short stirrup ; it is a matter of habit and 
custom. But if the fashion were once intro- 
duced here, I know it would prove a priceless 
boon to ladies who love riding. Let some 
lady who has the opportunity once try it in 
her own private grounds (at first) or in some 
quiet, out-of-the-way country lane or moorland, 
and she will be surprised. It is a new existence 
on horseback, and nothing indelicate about it, clad 
as I have named. Oh, what a difference it 
do6s make. It is twenty-three years now since 
Ifirst took the idea from a book published by 
a lady, entitled. Unprotected Females in Norway ^ 
and whenever I can, I always ride so, of 



OOBBESPONDENOE. 247 

course abroad or even in the far north of 
Scotland. What a sensation in the Eow 
would a party of ladies make thus mounted ! 
Again, it is much easier for the horse, having 
your weight fairly distributed, not all perched 
on one side. Your seat is much firmer; 
leaping is, oh, so easy ; in fact, your power 
seems doubled in every way. In case of con- 
flict with your horse, you feel a veritable 
centaur compared with the side seat, where 
you have no grip, only the aid of the saddle, 
but with the aid of your own knees and a foot 
on each side of the horse I think I could not be 
thrown. Oh, I wish it could be initiated, dear 
Mr. Editor. Do use your influence in this 
direction. And it really looks well when the 
dress is well-made and tasty, and you feel so 
very free and at ease, can turn about any 
way, not pinned on to your horse, or rather on 
to your saddle, as ladies are. I could give 
full directions to make an outfit for going 
abroad in this style ; you would smile at my 
saddle I know, but it is so comfortable. I can 
hardly bear to ride on an orthodox one now. 
That is the worst of it. I have been mounted 
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on mules in this manner in Honduras, and 
ridden immense distances without being stiff 
or tired unduly. Some of these are the 
animals to try your mettle and seatj and I was 
only once thrown, owing to a stirrup-leather 
breaking. Then a lady is able to use spurs 
as easily as possible, no trouble about habit 
skirts tearing or getting in the way of the 
spur. With a sharp spur on each foot yon 
can do anything with your horse, so very 
different from the wretched box spurs, eternally 
entangled in your habit or out of order. I 
do wish an association could be formed to 
carry out the idea ; one or two could not do 
it, it must be simultaneous. For little girls 
it would be simply invaluable as an improve- 
ment on the present style, which really does 
cause distortion of the spine and a one-sided 
carriage when girls ride much. Do please 
ventilate this question, and oblige very 

much, 

Yours, &c. 

Hebsilie. 

P.S. — I have taken your paper ever since 
October 2nd, when I first saw Ladies on Horse- 
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bach in it, and have been much pleased with it, 
and also much amused with the correspondence 
thereon, but I never expected to see ladies' 
change of seat advocated, and am so glad 
to-day to find that it is. 



SiR,^Permit me to state that the object 
in having the screw rowel-pin in the spur, 
recommended by me for the use of ladies in 
your number of November 13th, is in order to 
enable the wearers to use a mUd or a severe 
rowel, according to the requirements of the 
horses they ride. I am very much against 
sharp spurs for ladies (or gentlemen either), 
unless they are absolutely required; but 
from some experience, both at home and 
abroad, I am quite convinced that the wearing 
of a spur should be the rule and not the 
exception. If the rowel is moderately sharp 
only, no cruelty can arise, less I maintain than 
in the use of a whip. I strongly object to the 
use of the sheath spur because of its severity ; 
it must be apphed with a kick to be of any 
use, and the effect is usually much more 



250 LADIES ON HOBSEBACE. 

punishiiig than there is any necessity for. If 
ladies will use rowel spurs with moderately 
sharp rowels, such as are usual in gentlemen's 
park spurs, they will find that they are in 
possession of a very useful aid (certainly not a 
cruel one), and if fitted on a neat patent 
leather hnssax or Wellington boot, a very 
ornamental one as weU. 

I am, &c. 
Jaoe Spub. 
December, 1880. 



Sib, — The correspondence on Mrs. Power 
O'Donoghue's articles has contained many 
remarks on ladies' spurs, but I have noticed 
scarcely any reference to one point which I 
think is worth consideration — ^namely, the 
mode of fastening. I think ladies would find 
it an advantage to wear what are known as 
"spring" or **box" spurs, instead of those 
fastening with the usual straps, or strap and 
chain. I have never seen a lady's spur of 
this description, but possibly they are made — 
if not, they easily could be. They are much 
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the most easy to attach or remove, and there 
is no chance of a strap being out in walking 
or otherwise, or of an over- tight buckle 
hurting the foot. Their principal advantage, 
however, is not one of mere convenience, but 
of safety ; the absence of strap and buckle 
removes one element in a great danger — ^that 
of the foot sticking in the stirrup in a fall. 
Captain Why te- Melville speaks from observa- 
tion of the risk of the buckle catching in the 
angle of the stirrup-iron, and says he has 
never seen a spurless boot so entangled. He 
is arguing against the wearing of spurs at all ; 
but the risk is avoided if box spurs be worn. 
Since I became convinced that the strap and 
buckle were a quite possible, though perhaps 
unlikely, source of danger, I have altogether 
discarded them, and have felt my feet more 
free in the stirrups in consequence. Box 
spurs are certainly not fashionable in the 
hunting-field, and I have often seen people 
looking askance at them ; I suppose a par- 
ticular man misses the finish that the strap 
gives to the boot. But I don't think that 
matters much, and to ladies it would not 
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matter at all, as the difference could very 
seldom be detected. In getting spurs or boxes, 
I find it convenient to adhere always to the 
regulation cavalry size, because then one's old 
spurs fit one's new boots, and vice versd. It 
would be well to have a uniform standard for 
ladies' spurs also. I have not ventured to 
say anything on the subject of spurs generally 
— my own opinion is that legitimate occasion 
for their use is excessively rare — and I dare 
say my suggestion may seem very trivial. 
But I do not think any precaution is trivial 
which lessens, however slightly, the risk of 
that most disagreeable and dangerous of 
accidents — getting ** hung up." 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Oxonian. 
Ball. Col., Oxon., December, 1880. 



Sir, — I cannot but feel flattered that my 
Ladies on Horseback papers should have called 
forth so large a correspondence. I have read 
every letter most carefully, and on perusing that 
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of ** Hersilie," which appeared in last week's 
issue, it struck me, from two of her observa- 
tions, that persons might suppose I had said 
somethiDg to advocate the style of riding of 
which she approves. Permit me to say, 
emphatically, that I have never done so, and 
that I fervently hope, in the interests of my 
sex, that such a practice may never be intro- 
duced. Modesty is, in my opinion, a woman's 
most exquisite attribute ; once this, or the 
semblance of it, is lost, her fairest charm is 
gone. Nothing could be more ungraceful or 
more unwomanly than for women to ride like 
men; and for short women or "Uttle girls," 
it would be most objectionable. I maintain 
that a lady who knows how to sit has a far 
safer and surer seat on a side-saddle than a 
man can ever have, and that her grip of the 
pommels affords her infinitely greater security 
than a man's ** grip of the knees." " Hersilie " 
is correct in saying that short-skirted hunting- 
habits frequently ride up, but she might just 
as well say that hunting-hats frequently fall 
off, and that ladies' back hair frequently comes 
down - giving these facts as a reason for 
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discarding head-gear, whether natural or artifi- 
cial. As a rule, nothing that is properly made 
and properly adjusted ever comes to grief. It 
is by going to cheap and incompetent habit- 
makers, neglecting to stitch elastics to their 
hats, and plaiting the hair too loosely (being 
also too sparing of hair-pins), that ladies are 
inconvenienced and made to blush. Two 
yards wide round the hem is ample for a 
hunting-habit, which should fit like a glove 
about the hips. First-class tailors always have 
a model horse, upon which they mount their 
lady customers, and thus secure the right 
position for the slope at the knee, upon which 
so much of the " set " of the skirt depends. 
A well-dressed woman, sitting properly upon a 
well-constructed saddle, cannot, in my opinion, 
be improved upon for style and comfort, and 
T hope it will be long indeed before ladies 
strive to follow in any way the customs or 
callings of the sterner sex. I may add that 
one of the chief recommendations of a box 
spur is that it does not get out of order, nor 
can it possibly become entangled, unless the 
habit-ddrt be one of those which some ladies^ 
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still persist in wearing — ^nearly twice too long, 
and quite three times too wide. I earnestly 
hope ** HersiUe " will take these observations 
in good part. I make them in a perfectly 
friendly spirit. I feel kindly towards all ladies, 
especially those who love horses; and so I 
oflfer **Hersilie " a warm shake-hands, and 
hope she will fight me as much as ever she 
likes — ^in a friendly way, of course ! 

Now, a word to " Jack Spur." I think he is 
under a mistake in averring that there is any 
severity in the sheath spur. He says it must 
be applied with a hick. As I always ride with 
one, and never with any other description, I 
must entirely differ from him in this opinion. 
A slight pressure is alone necessary. No 
gentlewoman would be guilty of kicking her 
horse. I strongly object to rowels, as I hold to 
the belief that almost anybody — except a really 
first-class equestrienne — would be likely to hurt or 
worry the horse in an unnecessary manner. 

Strange to say, I had only got thus far in 
my letter when the post brought me a com- 
munication from Stirling, signed **Keform," 
begging of me to advocate ladies riding upon 
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the cross-saddle. Were it not that the writer 
says so many nice, kind things of myself (for 
which I beg to thank her) I should be really 
angry at the tremendous display of zeal thus 
wasted upon so unworthy a subject. It is true 
that a lady's seat on horseback prevents her 
pressiDg her horse up to his bridle as a 
man can, unless — but there is the unless — she 
knows how to do it. A good stout hunting- 
crop, properly used, will admirably fulfil the 
duties of the second leg; but in aU my 
experience, and it is a pretty wide one, I have 
never seen more than two lady riders who 
had any idea of making a horse gallop or 
sending him up to his bit. I do not mean 
riding his head off — we unfortunately see too 
much of that ; but pressiag him up to his 
work, and riding him with firm, accomplished 
hands, such as are only to be obtaiaed by 
good teaching, long and constant practice, 
and real love of the art. To give some idea 
of the hazy notion which most persons have 
about riding, a lady who came to call upon 
me in London, and who certainly meant to be 
most kind and poHte, said, as we sat at our 
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afternoon tea, ^^ I am looking at your hands ; 
how well-developed they are, from pidling your 
horses J I suppose ! " She thought I was offended 
when I told her that my riding gloves were 
No. 6, and that I never pulled my horses ; 
but I am not captious, nor would it be 
possible to take offence with one who so little 
intended to cause it. 

The offer which I made at the conclusion 
of my Ladm on Horseback, to answer private 
inquiries, has led to such a host of letters 
that, although I regularly devote one hour 
every morning to the task of replying to each 
in turn, I find it impossible to keep pace with 
the work. Will you, therefore, sir, with the 
kindness extended to me upon a former 
occasion, suffer me to answer a few of my 
correspondents through the medium of your 
columns. 

EiOHARD R. — One measure three times daily, 
with a good double-handful of Indian com 
mixed through it. 

Captain Swobdarm. — The oats will require 
two waters. The grains should swell and 
separate, like rice boiled for curries. 

17 
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Evelyn Habkess. — ^Your parcel has not 
reached me. My tailor will endeavour to 
please yon, 

Jane V. — A very cruel practice. 

Repobm. — ^You wiU see that I have acknow^- 
ledged your letter. Judging by the post- 
mark it should have come to hand three 
days ago, but you gave the wrong address, 
and it went on a seeking expedition. 
"Dublin" will at any time find me. This 
is also for "Quilp," **B. Max," and "Violet 
Grey." 

Ella. — ^Your horse is evidently a rough 
trotter, and can never be pleasant to ride. Try 
to exchange or sell him. 

Maby Pebplbxed. — The pommels of your 
saddle are most likely too far apart ; that is, 
the leaping head is placed too low. If you 
cannot change it, ride with a longer stirrup- 
leather. I have been lately shown the 
preparation for an improved side-saddle, by 
Messrs. F. V. Nicholls & Co., of 2 Jermyn 
Street, comprising a patented arrangement 
for the third crutch or leaping-head. I think 
that this will be a great boon to those ladies 
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who, like myself, have suflfered inconvenience 
and accident from the leaping-head being a 
fixture, and not in the position required to 
afford a proper degree of support, and at the 
same time to admit of the stirrup-leather 
being used of correct length for an easy, 
secure, and graceful seat. The improvement 
of the new saddle consists in a sliding socket 
or apparatus, by which the leaping-head can 
be moved freely backward or forward to any 
position, and instantly fixed firmly by the rider 
herself, thus enabling a lady to alter at any 
time the length of her stirrup, and yet gain 
every requisite support from the third crutch. 
Another little innovation by the same ex- 
perienced saddlers is in riding bridles, an 
adaptation of my favourite double-ring snaffle. 
The loose rings of the snaffle have some extra 
loops, appended to which is a short noseband, 
acted upon by one rein, giving a powerful 
effect in stopping a runaway horse, whilst the 
use of the other rein singly has the pleasant 
and easy nature of the ordinary snaffle-bridle. 
The principle of this bridle, which is called 
"the improved Newmarket snaffle," is, of 

17 ♦ 
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course, equally applicable to the use of persons 
of either sex. 

Giles. — Have the shoe taken oflf and give 
him rest. 

Ursa Major. — There is no real cure for 
ringbone. Do not waste your money. 

Claude, Emma Vane^ N. Parkes, Henry B., 
Khoda, Nellie K., and thirty-one others, 
write to me for— photographs ! I am sorry 
that "for lack of gold" I cannot supply a 
Mndly public with my pictures, and I am not 
vain enough to state publicly jvhere they may 
be had. 

NiMROD. — Pleader was i ar^hased from me 
last week by the Earl of Eglinton. It will, 
therefore, be unnecessary for me to reply to 
any further inquiries respecting him. I named 
his price and made no change, nor was I 
asked to do so. 

Cropper. — ^You were evidently sitting loosely, 
and thus suffered for your carelessness. You 
™H not to oanght napping the next time. 

Anxious, Martha, and a host of others 
have asked me a very familiar question, " How 
I learned to ride ? I have hitherto avoided 
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answering, rather than introduce a name 
whose owner did not wish me to do so. But 
I think I may hope to win his pardon. Most, 
if not all, my skill in the saddle i^ mainly due 
to the kind and mitiring patience of my deax 
old friend and teacher, Mr. Allan McDonogh, 
who — despite his threescore years and ten — 
was, up to the time of his lamentable accident, 
ever ready to act as my pilot and instructor. 

Enquirer. — Eide a steady horse, and your 
nerve will come back again. Mine did, after 
a much more terrible mischance. 

CoRSiCAN Brother. — ^It is not true. 

Critic. — You only discovered one mistake, 
but there are really three in my story, "In 
Search of a Wonder," which appeared in the 
Christmas Number of this journal. In place 
of ** hustled me out of a sort of enclosure," 
read ** <o a sort of enclosure.'* Also, " sudden- 
ness " requires two n's, and " oarrattella " is 
the correct way to speU a word which signifies 
a smaU cart or rough carriage peculiar to the 
Piedmontese. These are all printer's errors, 
and should have been corrected by me, but I 
revised my proof in a crowded coffee-room of 
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a London hotel, with at least a dozen persons 
talking to me as I did so, and thus, being 
also pressed for time, a few mistakes escaped 
my notice. 

To you, sir, and to all my friends, best 
wishes for the New Year, and many grateful 
thanks for more kindness than I can deem 
myself worthy of. 

Yours obediently, 

Nannie Power O'Donoohue. 

Dublin, December 1880. 



Sir, — In case no one more able than myself 
answers "Hersilie's" letter in this week's 
number of your valuable paper, will you allow 
me, in the name of many lady riders who 
** can " use the side-saddle, to write and 
protest against the idea cropping up of our 
riding like men ? I cannot help feeling justly 
indignant with those who try to introduce 
such a radical change, for, surely, we are 
ahready too much inclined to follow all the 
ways and pursuits of the opposite sex 
without so far forgetting ourselves as to 
wish to ride as they do. I do not want to 
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oritioise what one is often obliged to do in 
foreign lands ; there it may prove a necessity, 
for the riding is not simply for pleasure, but 
often the only means of transport, and the 
horses may not be fitted for our saddles, nor 
we accustomed to their paces ; but, in England, 
the idea of a number of ladies fantastically 
dressed and mounted like men must shock 
many of your readers. I hope ** X, Y. Z," 
who first wrote in favour of this change some 
weeks ago, may pardon me if I say that the 
ladies of his or her acquaintance who, in con- 
sequence of only one stirrup, cannot avoid 
inclining the head and shoulders too much to 
the left, &c., and in addition gall their horses' 
backs, had better not attempt to ride at all. 
What is a prettier sight than a neatly-dressed 
Englishwoman riding a horse, " as a lady," 
and should we retain the same respect we now 
get if we gave up, in this particular, the few 
feminine tokens left to us. Why not let us 
accept the male attire altogether ? It would 
be far more to our comfort in getting about on 
foot, and if one change is so advisable, surely 
the other is quite as sensible. I agree with 
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'* HersiKe " in thinking that the habits of the 
present day are indelicately short, and I cannot 
see that ladies ride any better showing their 
boots and with their arms akimbo than they 
did a year or so ago, when their feet were 
covered and no daylight showed between their 
arms, I come of as "horsey" a family as 
any in England, and have ridden ever since I 
could sit upright ; but I never ^experienced, or 
knew that my sisters experienced, any of the 
troubles "X. Y. Z. " aud "HersiHe" com- 
plain of. My father, who was our sole 
instructor, put us on any animal that he 
thought likely to suit his own riding, and no 
matter where we were, in the hunting-field or 
elsewhere, the least deviation from sitting 
square would bring from him the sharp repri- 
mand of, " What are you doing ? Bring that 
left shoulder up, and don't let me see any 
daylight between your arms ! " He also 
insisted that our stirrups should be short, even 
to discomfort, until we got used to it ; but this 
prevented any chance of our hurting the 
horse's back, which most frequently comes 
from a lady riding with a long stirrup, and 
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when she trots having to seek her stirrup, 
which constantly moves her saddle, and makes 
her as well look most awkward and one- 
sided. 

K not trespassing too much, may I say one 
other little word in the interest of the horses I 
love so weU? Over and over again, lately, 
have I seen the advice given in yonr paper 
that we should never be without a spur. Now, 
sir, if my experience can have any weight, I 
will say that I have hunted and ridden across 
country in all parts of Gloucestershire aU my 
young days, that I was put on horses whether 
they or I liked it or not, both kmd, unkind, or 
violent ones, and I am thankful to say that 
the idea of my wearing a spur never entered 
my father's head nor mine. It seems to me 
such an underhand way of punishing one's 
horse — a real feminine species of torture, for 
no one sees the dig, dig, dig, but there it is all 
the time ; and many a horse, I firmly believe, 
comes to grief with its rider simply because, 
not understanding its power, she taxes it 
beyond its strength. Not one horse in twenty 
wiU refuse, or need either whip or spur if he 
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IqiowB his mistress, and if he does he is not 
fit for inexperienced riders. 

I wish every girl was taught as I have been, 
'* that a horse can do no wrong." This made 
me study the peouUarities of every animal I 
was put upon, and I have never had an accident 
of any kind. Every horsewoman who loves 
riding must be proud of the feats accomplished 
by Mrs. Power O'Donoghue in the side-saddle, 
but would she be admired or respected as she 
is if she turned out as a man and rode as men 
do ? It is being able to sit square and ride 
straight on a side-saddle, that we should be 
vain of, and not wish to make a change, which 
could only bring Englishwomen down in the 
estimation of all those who are now so justly 
proud of them on horseback. 

I am. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

The Ladtbibd. 

December 18, 1880. 



Sib, — ^WiU you allow me to make one or 
two remarks upon a letter I read last night in 
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your valuable paper ? It is from a oorrespon- 
dent speaking of the ill effects produced by 
the use of side-saddles. 

In the first place your correspondent should 
remember that the back of the horse, as well 
as the shoulder, is soft and tender when not 
in condition, that is, in constant work, and 
not fit for either riding or driving long 
distances at once, without damage. Get the 
back carefully and well seasoned, or accustomed 
to the side-saddle, during the time the horse 
is getting into condition for the hunting-field, 
and use a leather saddle-cloth under the 
saddle ; let it be long enough, and not the 
shape of the saddle, and have all properly put 
on the horse, and you will not come to grief 
with six or seven hours' work, or before the 
lady is tired ; that is, provided the lady will 
sit weU down and steady in her saddle, and 
keep her horse M much from trotthi as 
possible. Her horse must learn to canter 
slowly both to cover and home, it will be 
much better for the horse and much easier for 
the lady when she is accustomed to it ; she 
will not be troubled any more with horses with 
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sore backs. Another remark from " X. Y, Z." 
is, it is said that curvature of the spine some- 
times ensues from children being taught at 
too early an age to ride on side-saddles. I feax 
the misLe isV the s^ ehildren not ha™g 
been taught how to sit or to put themselves 
in form for their own comfort, but left to 
sit as they like on horseback and get bad 
habits they cannot get rid of, never throw- 
ing the weight of the body in its proper 
place. Then, as to the remark about the 
riding-habit on the pommels, that disadvantage 
either has, or ought to have, passed away a 
long time ago ; for I am weU satisfied that a 
lady can so dress herself for the hmiting-field 
in boots, Bedfords, and plenty of flannel that 
she can keep herself warm and comfortable 
without a great, strong, heavy, long riding- 
habit. Let the habit be short and very light, 
and by no means bound round the bottom 
part with anything strong, but left so that it 
will give way either in a fall or in leaping 
through a high fence, I wonder if Mr. Lovell 
had his knife in his pocket when he saw his 
daughter suspended by the habit, which would 



OOBBBSPONDENGE. 269 

neither tear nor be removed ; had it been of 
light, thin material, and short, the sad accident 
would not have occurred. I am satisfied a 
little care and proper attention will put all 
things right of which your correspondent 
complains. 

I am, &c. 

O.P. 
December, 1880. 



Sir, — ^In your issue of the 4th December, 
** Farmer " writes that his horses are fed upon 
oats which have been soaked in cold water, 
and that he has the com thus prepared because 
he could not easily manage to have a steaming 
apparatus for cooking the food in the way that 
is recommended by Mr. Edward Mayhew 
M.E.C.V.S., in his Illustrated Horse Management. 
The plan that I have adopted during the last 
two months has been to have the oats put in 
a pail (made of oakwood) in the evening, and 
to pour upon them from a kettle a sufficient 
quantity of boiling water to rise a little above 
the oats ; a sack is placed over it to keep in 
the heat, and the oats are then left to soak 
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during the night; on the following moming 
the husk is so much softened that it will yield 
to the pressure of the thumb and finger. In 
this state the oats are more easily digested by 
the horse, and it is better for his teeth than to 
have to bite a hard substance, A wooden pail 
is preferable to a zinc one, because it does not 
conduct the heat from the oats so much as 
one of the latter description does. A lid 
would be, perhaps, better than a sack. The 
pail should not be filled with the oats, because 
the latter wiU swell when soaked. In the 
stall in our stable there is no water-trough at 
the side of the manger, and in order that the 
horse may have water within reach during the 
day and night, a zinc pail is placed in and at 
the end of the manger, and the handle of it 
is secured by a chain to the iron bars forming 
the upper part of the partition between the 
two stalls. In the loose-box, a pail containing 
water is suspended by a chain to some iron 
bars placed inside the window. 

I am, &c. 

X. Y. Z. 
London, December, 1880. 
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Sm, — I cannot but feel flattered that Mrs. 
O'Donoghue has so frankly and kindly invited 
me to " break a lance " with her. I do, with 
both my hands and with all my heart, recipro- 
cate her **warm shake-hands," and, vizor 
down and spear in rest, ride fall tilt at her in 
fair and open fight to do my poor devoirs^ if 
you will allow me once again to enter the 
lists in your paper. If Mrs. O'Donoghue will 
read her paper in your number for November 
27th she will find these words : " My com- 
panion was in ease while I was in torture." 
Why was this ? " Because he had a leg on 
either side of his mount, his weight equally 
distributed, and an equal support upon both 
sides ; in fact, he had, as all male riders have, 
the advantage of a double support in the rise ; 
consequently, at the moment when his weight 
was removed from the saddle, it was thrown 
upon both sides, and this equal distribution 
enabled him to accomplish without fatigue that 
slow rise and faU which is so tiring to a lady 
whose weight, when she is out of the saddle, is 
thrown entirely upon one delicate limb, thus 
inducing her to faU again as soon as possible." 
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Again, in the very next paragraph, Mrs. 
O'Donoghue says, " A man will be able to 
stand in his stirrups for a considerable time, 
even to ride at a gallop, so doing because he 
transfers his weight equally to his feet ; but 
how rarely do we see a lady balanced upon 
one leg I The sensation is not agreeable, and 
would, moreover, be unpleasantly productive 
of wrung backs." These are verbatim extracts 
from ^* Part Three continued/' I think my 
preference for a leg on each side of my horse, 
and a distribution of my weight equally on 
to each foot, is most eloquently and forcibly 
justified by Mrs. O'Donoghue when she wrote 
the above. I did not suggest, or at any rate 
did not mean to suggest, that she advocated 
a cross-seat for ladies, but that she unmistak- 
ably pointed out the great advantages of such 
a seat her own' words abundantly testify. 
Again, some of the healthiest children I have 
ever seen are poor httle gipsy girls, who, 
from being able to mount a donkey, have 
always ridden astride when once past the 
pannier period of their nomadic life. Also, 
some of the short, stout peasant women of 
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Normandy ride thus, as well as the Indian 
squaws, and certainly these will compare 
favourably as to robust health with their side- 
saddle sisters of civilisation; to say nothing 
of the South American ladies. We have also 
the testimony of many lady travellers as to 
the superiority of a cross-seat when horseback 
is the only mode of transit. I cannot admit 
that in any case, even for *^ short women " or 
" little girls," it would be " most objection- 
able," that is, from a hygienic point of view. 
On the score of modesty, de gustibuSj &c. &o. 
But then I allow a great latitude on such a 
point (our highest order carries the truest 
motto, honi soil qui mal y pense). In fact, I do 
not regard it as a question of modesty at all ; 
simply of convenience, efficiency, and com- 
fort. Mrs. O'Donoghue also says how rare it 
is to meet with a perfect lady's horse. " In 
all my wide experience I have met but two." 
Why ? because a lady (and mainly on account 
of her side-seat, as I beHeve) is heavily 
handicapped as compared with a man in her 
choice of a horse, or, I should say, in her 
requirements from her horse. Every iremaxk 

18 
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in the whole of the papers, " Ladies on Horse- 
back/' as to kindness, temper, and gentleness 
in the treatment of a horse /I most cordially 
endorse, and I have to thank the fair authoress 
for the pleasure I have had i4 their perusal. 

A word or two in answer to " The Lady- 
bird." Li reply to her openiog remarks, I 
merely observe, *^ use is second nature," and 
had she happened to have lived before " Anne 
of Bohemia " introduced side-saddles she 
would have had no room for " indignation "; 
possibly in that case she would have always 
ridden pillion. Oh ! if we could only once 
realise how much we are the slaves of fashion, 
how soon would the yoke be broken ! Con- 
trast the crinoline of 1867 and the umbrella- 
cs^se attire of 1877 ; put a fashionable belle of 
the latter alongside her sister of only twenty 
years earlier mode. What a satire on taste, 
on modesty so called ! But I would also ask 
** Ladybird " (if it be worth her while) to read 
again my letter of the 18th, and she will find 
I did not complain of the side-saddle, whio^^ 
have an idea I can use, but pointed oiit" its 
great inferiority (which I maintain) to ^e 



I 



GOBBESPONDENGE. 275 

cross-saddle. The best test perhaps is the 
foreign one. Mount a horse without a saddle, 
but properly bitted, and then decide which is 
the more natural and easier seat; in one 
case you feel an appendage; in the other 
almost part of the horse. In the name of 
womanhood I repudiate the suggestion of an 
** underhand way of punishment," being " a 
real feminine species of torture." Perhaps it 
is, under the skirts of a habit, possible to 
" dig, dig, dig," for no one sees, truly ; but 
surely no lady could, or would, spur her horse 
for the sake of tormenting him ; in my attire 
at any rate it would not be unseen. The 
extraordinary teaching that a " horse can do 
no wrong " is an axiom with which I cannot 
agree, I have been mounted on horses that 
" could do no right," or if they could do it 
would not. And it has taken me all my time 
and taxed all my energies to prevent them 
from doing the things which they ought not 
to do ; for I do object to a horse attempting 
to erect himself in a perpendicular attitude, 
either from a fore or aft basis, when I am on 
his back, and I rejoice to know that I have 

18 ♦ 
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(in such cases) on each foot a sharp spur to 
use with him as a cogent axgument in con- 
vincing him that ordinary progression on four 
legs is infinitely better than saltimbantique 
performance on two — at least from my, his 
rider's, point of view. On a well-bred, 
highly-trained animal a spur is scarce ever 
required to be used, but even then the emer- 
gency may arise. I really laughed outright 
when I read what you. Sir, said of the 
" shoals of letters " arriving from fair corres- 
pondents " desiring to ride " as " Hersilie " 
suggested, but this only convinces me that 
there are many ladies who feel that it 
would be — just exactly, as I described it — 
" a new life on horseback." I could add 
much more on the subject, but have already 
trespassed too long on your space. I only 
repeat, let any lady once fairly try it, and she 
will always prefer it. I do not for a moment 
imagine she will always do it. I admit we 
must conform to custom, and I strongly 
deprecate individual eccentricity, especially in 
a lady. I shall continue to read all that 
appears in your paper on this and kindred 
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topics with deep interest. Again, I specially 

thank Mrs. Power O'Donoghue for her genial 

and kindly expression of goodwill, and again 

heartily shake the shadowy hand she offers. 

I quite believe a No. 6 gloved hand can 

control a horse as well as any 7, 7J, or 8, if 

it only be possessed of the cunning. And 

thanking you, sir, for your kindness, allow 

me as a woman to have the last word, and 

again assert, ^^ the cross seat is much the 

better." 

Yours, &o. 

HeBSHiIE. 

Ambleside (pro tem.)^ Dec. 1880. 



Sib, — Kindly permit me to say a few words 
in reply to ** Hersilie's " letter, which appeared 
in your issue of last week. I am referred to 
my own paper in your number for November 
27, but \^ Hersilie " does not quote correctly, 
or perhaps the error is the printer's. I think 
I said ^^ My companion was at ease, whilst I 
was in torture." Now, I merely related the 
incident with which these words were asso- 
ciated in order to instruct ladies how to avoid 
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the double riBe->-iiot to advocate for a single 
instant their riding upon a cross-saddle. I 
am quite ready to reiterate my statement that 
the position of a man enables him to ride a 
rough or clumsy trotter with infinitely greater 
ease than can a woman ; but women should 
not, in my opinion, ride such at all, nor should 
I have done so, as related in your paper of 
November 27, were it not that my host, an 
immensely heavy man, had none but big rough 
horses in his stable, and I was obHged either 
to accept a mount upon one of them, for at 
least oncCy or give oflfence to a dear kind friend, 
which I would not do to avoid even a greater 
amount of inconvenience than I experienced 
upon the occasion in question. 

The cross-seat is not the only thing which 
ladies may envy the sterner sex, without at 
the same time advocating the propriety of 
encroaching upon their privileges. For my 
own part I never yet set out to walk on a wet 
or muddy day without sincerely envying every 
man who passed me, his big boots, tucked-up 
trousers, and freedom from the petticoats and 
furbelows which encumber us and make us 
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feel miserable in the rain; yet I certainly 
never felt the smallest desire to adopt his 
costume. Nor have I ever seen two persons, 
or two big dogs, engaged in fighting, that I 
did not envy the man who rushed between the 
combatants and stopped the unseemly exhibi- 
tion ; yet I decidedly experienced no wish to 
do it myself. It would not be my place. 
Men have their costume, their avocations, 
their sayings and doings, their varied callings 
in the world, and women have theirs. Each 
should be separate and distinct from the other. 
A manly woman, or a womanly man, is, in the 
eyes of all rightly-judgiDg persons, a most 
objectionable creature. There are many 
things which a woman may legitimately 
admire, and, in a certain sense, envy^ yet with 
which she should never desire to meddle, 
unless she is ambitious to merge her woman- 
hood in the semblance of man. The cross- 
saddle is one of these. It may do very well 
in the wUds of a country whose inhabitants 
are from childhood accustomed to it, and 
where all ride alike, but not in civilised 
England. As well seek to advocate the dress 
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(or undress) of the Indian squaws, as to 
endeavour to introduce their style of riding 
into a land whose daughters are as modest as 
ttiey axe fair. 

" Hersilie " says : — ** I do not regard it as a 
question of modesty at all, simply of con- 
venience, efficiency, and comfort." The 
subject is one upon which a woman can touch 
but very lightly, yet may I affirm that if aU 
women were to lay aside their chief charm, 
and simply go in for " convenience, efficiency, 
and comfort," society would present fewer 
attractions than it at present does ? I shall 
leave '* The Ladybird " to answer for herself, 
but I cannot help saying that I think ^* Hersi- 
lie " is hard upon her. She and I have met 
but once, yet I know that she is gentle and 
highborn, and worthy of nothing but the 
love of which her own Christian heart is 
composed. 

You, sir, must also fight your own little 
battle, and tell *^ HersiUe " she is not to 
" laugh outright " at any of your " Circular 
Notes." She may laugh, of course, at small 
fiy like myself, but I really can't have my 
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Editor laughed at 1 nor my sweet " Ladybird " 
crushed I 

And now, having said so much, I once 
again o£fer a shadowy hand to my adversaiy, 

I 

and hope that though at present we see one 
another but darkly, we may yet do so " face 
to face," and meet as friends. 

A word, with your permission, to corres- 
pondents : — 

Evelyn Habkess. — ^I have discovered your 
parcel. I thought you were sending it 
addressed to me. You shall have the contents 
in a few days. 

Flink. — There is never one worth buying, 
although unwise persons bid fast and high. 
Try a private source, and beware of imposition. 

E. King. — The horse is sold. 

H. DuNBAB, Shamus O'Bbien, W. Hatfield, 
and EosE Mabie. — ^Your questions are of too 
personal a nature. If time permits I will 
answer privately. 

Ignobamus.— Dose him with aloes until he 
is dead sick ; then put a saddle on him, with 
a sand-bag at either side, and ring him for an 
hour. I warrant he will allow a man upon 
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his back after this, nor mil he seek to dislodge 
him either. It is much better and more 
humane than the whipping and spurring which 
is so grievous to a sensitive looker-on. 

Hugh. — ^Apply to Mr. Chapman, Oaklands, 
Cheltenham. 

I. Stark. — How shall I thank yon ? but I 
know not when I can ride agam. Your recipe, 
if eflfectual, would be indeed invaluable, I 
shall look for a purchaser for your cob. 

Mat-blossom. — The nicest modem saddles 
have no stitching about them. Call at 2, 
Jermyn Street. 

NiMBOD II. — I have nothing that would suit 
you, nor do I ever sell my horses, unless 
under exceptional circumstances. I am, of 
course, flattered that so many are desirous of 
possessing what I have ridden, but my stable 
is extremely Hmited. See my reply to Hugh. 

Hannah Powell. — I shall answer by letter. 

Synnorix. — I said in a former letter that 
there was no cure for ringbone ; I have since 
heard of one which I consider invaluable, and 
the lady who possesses it would sell it for a 
trifling sum. Apply to Mrs. Slark, Bose 
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Cottage, Bletohley. I hope Ubsa Majob will 

see this reply to Synnobix, and will profit by my 
advice, which is to apply at once for the cure. 

K. G.J Eedcab. — I am pleased you found 
my system effectual, but are you sure you did 
not carry it out to rigorously? Few would 
have such courage. 

JocKET. — ^An authority says Fairyhouse, and 
1 dare say he is right, although there is a 
double at Punchestown — a big one — at which 
many a good man and true has come to signal 
grief. I saw a fine young racer killed there 
last year. 

To Edith, Paul Pby, Jane Bubkitt, Con- 
stance Hate, and Mousquetaibe, many thanks. 
If you write to the Editor he may perhaps 
give you information as to the possibility of 
what you ask. 

Yours obediently, 
Nannie Poweb O'Donoohub. 



Sib, — ^As I learned from a recent letter from 
that most amiable and talented lady, Mrs. 
Power O'Donoghue, that her teacher has been 
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the fine old sportsman, Allen McDonogh, 
I need wonder no longer at her having 
become the very briUiant horsewoman which 
undoubtedly she is. A finer or more grace- 
ful horseman than her teacher was, has 
never Uved. Since growing years and in- 
creasing weight prevented him from riding 
his own horses he has brought out very 
many crack gentlemen riders within the past 
twenty years, some of them quite shining 
lights. Amongst some may be enumerated 
his great friend. Captain Tempest, 11th Hus- 
sars ; Captain Prichard Eayner, 6th Dragoon 
Guards ; Mr. Laurence, 4th Hussars ; Captain, 
now Major, Hutton, 1st Eoyal Dragoons; 
Captain Brown, of the Eoyal Horse Artillery, 
who unfortunately was lolled a few years since 
crossing the railway returning from a steeple- 
chase meeting held near London; Captain 
Eicardo, 16th Hussars; Lieutenant-Colonel 
McCalmont, 7th Hussars ; Captain Soaxnes, 
4th Hussars ; and the ever-to-be-regretted 
Captain the Hon. Greville Nugent ; and last, 
but by no means least, Mr. Thomas Beasley, 
besides many others, all these gentlemen, 
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excepting Mr. Laurence, having their first 
winning mount on Mr. McDonogh's horses. 
As professionals, he brought out Paddy Gavin 
and George Gray, the former of whom, when 
scarcely more than a child, and weighing but 
4st. 71b., rode and won the Prince of Wales' 
Steeplechase, at Punchestown, on Blush Rose. 
I think I may be permitted to mention two of 
Mr. McDonogh's daring feats. When riding 
Sailor in a steeplechase, over an awfully severe 
country, close to the town of Bandon, Co. 
Cork (where started, amongst nine others, the 
celebrated horses Monarch and Valentine, the 
latter running second, two years later, for 
the Liverpool Grand National, and the former 
sold soon afterwards to the great Marquis of 
Waterford for a large sum, showing that the 
company at Bandon was by no means a 
contemptible lot), in this race, the distance of 
which was 4J miles. Sailor fell four times, 
each time unseating his rider ; yet so active 
was his pilot in those days that he was as 
quickly in the saddle as out of it. At his 
fourth and last fall, the horse chested the 
bank, flung his rider some distance from him,; 
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and having a tight hold of the bridle reins, 
the throat-lash gave way, and the bridle came 
off the horse's head. As Sailor was getting 
on his legs, Mr. McDonogh jumped into the 
saddle, and setting his horse going was soon 
in pursuit of the leaders. There were in the 
1 J miles that had yet to be travelled nearly 
ten awkward double-posted fences. The third 
last impediment was a narrow lane*— called in 
Irish a " boreen " — with an intricate bank 
into and out of it. The riders of Valentine 
and Monarch had bridles ; consequently they 
could steady their horses and jump in and out 
" clever." Not so Mr. McDonogh, who had 
nothing to guide his horse but his whip. 
Steering the animal, however, for the ^^bpreen," 
he put him at his best pace, and without ever 
laying an iron on it, he went from field to 
field and landed alongside the leaders. The 
riders of the other horses, seeing he had no 
power to guide his moxmt, endeavoured to put 
him outside a post that had to be gone round 
to make the turn into the straight line for 
home; but the young jockey, stretching his 
arms almost round his horse's nose, by some 
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means got him straiglit, and, making the 
remainder of the running, won easHy. Valen- 
tine's rider at the scales objected to Sailor for 
not having carried a bridle, but Mr. McDonogh 
was able to draw the weight, and was declared 
the winner amidst the wildest enthusiasm. 
The other extraordinary performance occurred 
one day on his pet mount, the celebrated 
Brunette, at Cashel. When riding Mountain 
Hare the previous day over the same course 
he was crossed by an old woman at an ugly up 
bank. The horse struck the woman in the 
chest and very nearly put an end to his rider 
also, who, in the fall, got his collar-bone and 
six ribs broken. The late Dr. Bussell, of 
Cashel, was quickly by his side, and telling the 
Marquis of Waterford of the serious injuries 
Mr. McDonogh had received, that most noble- 
hearted man instantly sent for his carriage, 
which, with two post-horses, speedily took the 
invalid to the hotel in Cashel. The collar- 
bone being set and ribs bandaged, he passed a 
miserable night. Brunette was in a race the 
next day, and as he would allow no man to 
sit on her back, he got out of his bed, mounted 
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the mare, and, bandaged as he was and in 
great pain, won the race. Lord Waterford's 
Begalia was second, his lordship jestingly 
remarking that if he had known Brunette's 
master would have ridden her he would have 
left him lying at the bank. In conclusion, 
Mr. Editor, permit me to say that we Irish 
are charmed with Mrs. O'Donoghue's writings, 
as also with your most interesting and beauti- 
fully got-up paper. 

Yours, &c. 

Maxjbioe Lawlob. 
Battlemount, BaUytore, 
Co. Kildare. 



Sib, — ^Notwithstanding the enterprise of the 
large number of ladies who, you say, desire to 
ride after the fashion of the Mexican senoras, 
I venture to hope that the present custom of 
riding in a side-saddle will not be departed 
from by ladies, except in case of necessity ; 
and I point out that in India, South Afrioa, 
and all the Australian colonies the side-saddle 
is always used, though there can be no doubt 
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that if there was any real advantage in the 
Mexican style it would be readily adopted in 
new countries. Many persons appear to be 
quite unaware of what the lady's seat in the 
side-saddle should be. I describe it thus : 
let a man seat himself properly in his saddle, 
shorten the left stirrup two or three holes, - 
and then, without moving his body or his left - 
leg, put his right leg over the horse's wither ; ' 
the man will then be seated on his horse 
precisely as a lady should be seated in her 
side-saddle. A lady's seat in a side-saddle, of 
the size suited to her, is extremely firm ; any 
one who has not tried a side-saddle with the 
third crutch has no idea of the firm seat that - 
a lady has. I was quite astonished when I 
tried it, and I believe that, after practising 
for a day or two to get the balance, I could 
ride any horse in a side-saddle that I could 
ride at all; whilst the exploits of ladies 
show clearly that a change of style is not . 
required for the purpose of obtaining a 
more secure seat. One of the greatest diffi- 
culties that ladies have to contend with iu 
this country in leamirig to ride is thait they • 

19 
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often get such poor instructors. Many of 
those who call themselves riding masters are 
little better than grooms, and the people who 
offer to turn out accomplished horsewomen in 
twelve easy lessons for J62 2s. must know that, 
except in a few cases of natural special aptitude, 
they cannot do much more than teach a lady 
how to avoid tumbling too quickly out of the 
saddle. On the other hand, a lady who has 
been through a full course of instruction from 
a good master, has Uttle to learn except those 
matters of detail which experience alone can 
teach; but far better than any professional 
instruction is that constant and careful super- 
vision from a good horseman, such as Mrs. 
Power O'Donoghue and " The Ladybird " 
mentioned in a late issue, one who will not 
be afraid of being called a ** bother " when he 
points out and corrects every fault, however 
small. I consider, sir, that you have given 
good advice to ladies when you say, ** I think 
a lady should wear a spm:,'' though she may 
not often find it necessary to use it. In your 
last issue two experienced ladies give their 
opinions on this subject ; one disapproves of 
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the spur, the other says she always wears 
one. Everyone will agree with ** The Lady- 
bird " that when it is " dig, dig, dig " all the 
time, such use of a spur is improper; for 
though a sharp stroke is required sometimes 
— ^for instance, Mrs. Power O'Donoghue, when 
describing her flight into the farmyard, says : 
*' I dug him with my spur " — the proper way 
to apply a spur is, in general, as described by 
Mrs. Power O'Donoghue in your last issue, by 
pressure. The term " box spur " is usually 
applied to spurs that fit into spring boxes or 
sockets in the heels of the boots ; a spur with 
a spring sheath over the point is usually 
called a " sheath spur " ; for himting, any- 
thing that will act as a goad will answer the 
desired purpose, but for park or road riding 
the spur should be one with which a very 
slight touch or a sharp stroke can be given, 
as may be required. I know that the spur 
with a five-pointed rowel is preferred by 
ladies who have tried it to any other ; but, 
whatever spur is selected, a lady should take 
care that the points are long enough to be 
effective when the habit intervenes. I think, 

19 * 
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sir, with yoii, that a lady should always wear a 
spur; and I notice in this correspondence, 
the ladies who denounce the use of a spur 
almost invariahly say that they have never 
tried one; whilst ladies who have once ex- 
perienced the advantage and convenience of 
it, never willingly mount a horse without one. 
There is not any real mystery ahout ladies^ 
riding or ladies' horses ; almost any horse that 
will carry a man will carry a woman, and the 
latter, when on horsehack, ought to be pro- 
vided, as nearly as possible, with the same 
aids and appKances as are required by the 
former. It is not every lady who can indulge 
in the luxury of a three-hundred-guinea saddle- 
horse, and the treatment that may answer 
with such a horse is not necessarily suited to 
an ordinary hack ; yet some of the hand- 
somest and most highly-trained ladies' horses 
in the Kow are ridden with a spur, and it is 
only proper that they should be ; they have 
been trained by the professional lady riders 
with a spur, and they are accustomed to 
receive from a sKght touch of the spur the 
indications of the rider's wish ; whilst as to 
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the common livery-stable hacks, it is often 
painful to ride them until they feel that yon 
are provided with spurs, when their whole 
nature appears to change, and you can enjoy 
a tolerably pleasant ride. " The Ladybird " 
says she was taught "that a horse can do 
no wrong." As a matter of theory the idea 
is a very pretty one, but I can only say, as a 
simple matter of fact, that I have often 
known a horse exhibit a very large amount of 
what the late Mr. Artemus Ward called 
" cussedness " j and I know of nothing that, 
when a horse is in that jframe of mind, will 
bring him to his senses so quickly, so effec- 
tually, and with so much convenience to the 
rider, as a sharp spur. In far-off lands, I was 
once nearly two hours doing a distance of 
some seven miles on a new purchase. I was 
then without spurs ; but the next day, when 
I was provided with them, the same animal 
did the same distance easily and pleasantly in 
about forty minutes. I very much dislike to 
see a lady use a whip to her horse : and, as I 
have always proved spurs to be a great con- 
venience, I recommend a lady to wear one, 



294 LADIES ON HOBSEBACE. 

and to use it when necessary in preference to 

the whip. 

I am, &c. 

SOUTHEBN CbOSS. 

Decemher, 1880. 



Sib, — Since I have come to London I have 
been asked so many questions respecting the 
reason why ladies so often **pull their horses,'^ 
that I feel I may accomplish some good by 
answering, or may at least assist in doing 
away with a very crying evil. My opinion is 
that there is usually but one reason, viz. 
because the horses pull them; but for a 
woman to pull against a pulling horse only 
increases the evil. It is a fallacy, and can 
never accomplish the desired end. A deter- 
mined puller cannot, under any circumstances, 
be suitable to a lady, and should never be 
ridden by one, unless she be a sufficiently 
good rider and have sufficiently good hands 
to make the horse's mouth, which is not the 
case with one woman in five hundred, or, I 
might ahnost say, one man either. Horses 
that pull have been almost invariably spoilt 
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in the traiiiiiig. Occasionally a fine-monthed 
animal wUl be rained by an ignorant or crael 
rider, but I must say, in justice to my sex, 
that they are seldom guilty of doing it. The 
fault Ues amongst men. Many woman are 
ignorant riders ; but, thank God ! the blot of 
cruelty rarely defaces their name. Women 
are naturally gentle, kindly, and — cawanUy ; 
three things calculated not to injure a horse, 
except it be the latter, which enables him to 
discover that he can be master if he please- 
Doubtless there are cruel women, also, who 
cut and lash, and tug and spur, and treat 
heaven's noble gifts as though they were mere 
machinery, and not flesh and blood Hke our- 
selves ; but how offcen shall I say, in answer 
to the numerous cases cited to me, that in 
writing upon this or any other subject I speak 
of the role, not of the isolated exceptions. 
When a man begins to break a horse he 
regularly prepares for combat. He sets him- 
self to work with a resolute determination 
to fight and be fought, as though he had a 
strong rebellious spirit to deal with and 
conquer, instead of a loving, kindly, timid 
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natnre, which needs nought save* gentleness 
•to make it amenable to eveii the rudest hand. 
The man begins by pulling; the horse, on 
the schoolboy " tit for tat " principle, pulls 
against him in return ; is sold before his 
education (bad as it has been) is half cona- 
pleted ; is ridden out to exercise by grooms 
with heavy iron hands ; is handed over to the 
riding-schooland to carry young ladies when 
every bit of spirit has been knocked out of 
,him, except the determined one of pulling — 
pulls resolutely against the feeble hands 
striving to control him ; is pulled and 
strained at in return, and becomes in time 
a confirmed and unmanageable brute. I wish 
I could persuade ladies not to pull their horses. 
In a former number I endeavoured to tell 
them the proper method of managing or 
, dealing with a pulling animal : neither to 
drop their hands to him, nor to pull one 
ounce against him. He will be certain after 
a few strides to yield a bit, when the hands — 
hitherto firm, should immediately yield to 
him, thus establishing a sort of give and take 
pirinciple, which will soon be perfectly under- 
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stood by the intelligent creature under control. 
We do not half appreciate our horses. Every 
touch of oiir fingers, every word we utter, 
every glance from our eye is noted by the 
horse, and is valued or resented as it deserves. 
So many animals are made umruly by the 
undue use of a severe curb that I strongly 
advise a trial of the snaffle only, holding the 
ourb-rein loosely over the little finger, so that 
it may be in an instant taken up in case it 
prove necessary, which, in my opinion, it 
rarely will. To illustrate my meaning, on 
Monday last I rode a mare for a lady, who 
was very desirous of ascertaining whether 
the animal was capable of carrying a lady 
with safety. The groom, who was to accom- 
pany me, was evidently extremely nervous. 
He told me, as we started, that the mare 
had never done any saddle work, except with 
a very wild young gentleman-rider, who had 
bitted her severely, and yet found her diffi- 
cult to manage ; and he implored me earnestly 
to keep a good hold of the curb. I fouiid 
that she hung desperately upon her bridle, 
kept her head between her knees with a 
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strong, determined, heavy pull upon the bit, 
and rough, jerky action, which was most 
unpleasant. When I got her into the Eow 
she nearly pulled my arms out in her canter 
— ^the tug she had upon the bridle was quite 
terrific ; and, evidently prepared for the ac- 
customed fight, she put back her ears and 
shook her wicked head angrily. I rode her 
from Palace Gate to Hyde Park Comer in 
the same manner as I have sought to impress 
upon my lady readers — ^namely, not pulling 
one atom against her, but keeping my hands 
low and firm, and yielding sKghtly to her in 
her stride. By the time we had turned at 
the Comer she had quite given up fighting. 
I then dropped the curb, and rode her en- 
tirely upon the snaffle. The effect was 
magical. She lifted her head, ceased pulling 
altogether, and went along in a pleasant 
joyous canter, going well up to her bridle, 
but not attempting any liberties whatever^ 
In an hour's time, as you, sir, who were 
riding with me wiU bear testimony, I was 
holding her with one handy stooping forward, 
and making much of her with the other. 
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an attention which she evidently regarded as 
a pleasing novelty, and highly appreciated. 
Finding her slightly untractable during the ride 
homeward I once more lightly took up the curb. 
It maddened her in a moment. She turned 
round and round, ran me against a cart, and 
behaved so excitedly that it required my best 
skill, confidence, and temper to restore her 
equanimity and steer her safely (using the 
snaffle only) to her destination. On dis- 
mounting I observed to the groom that 
considering the amount of exercise and ex- 
citement through which she had passed, it 
was wonderful she had not sweated. His 
answer was that she was always fed upon 
cooked food, and that the chief sustenance of 
the horse which he himself was riding — a 
remarkably fine three-year-old — ^was boiled bar- 
ley. . I have never, myself, tried this feeding, 
but if looks and condition may be regarded 
as recommendation, it must be most excellent* 
I am. Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

Nannie Power O'Donoghue. 
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Sib, — I have been very greatly interested by 
the remarks on saddles, spurs, &c., made by 
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your lady correBpondents. My htisband is a 
large ranchero, or cattle-farmer, on the Bio 
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Grande, between Mexico and Texas, and 
naturally I have had mnoh experience of hard 
as well as long-distance riding. Having been 
accustomed to hunting when I was a girl, I 
came out here with an exaggerated idea of my 
skill in horsemanship. My first ride in Mexico 
was one of three hundred miles, which we did 
in seven days ; I rode on an English huntings 
saddle almost, if not quite, as " straight as a 
board." After the second day I found it as 
uncomfortable a seat as could be desired, and 
was glad to change it for the peon's ordinary 
Mexican saddle, which I found perfectly easy 
and comparatively comfortable to my English 
one. This last I have found exceedingly 
fatiguing and ill-adapted to a long journey, 
although very good for a few hours' ride after 
wild cattle, which is a certain approach to 
hunting, although the jumping is not stiff. 
Lately I had another saddle sent out from 
England, which was a little deeper, and I 
find it much more useful for long distances. 
As ladies are not in the habit of riding 
steeplechases, I wojild venture to suggest that, 
for hard riding, such as hunting, the saddle 
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might rather he heavier than lighter, as I am 
sure that this must give more rehef to the 
horse's hack. In fact, I helieve that the sore 
backs so often produced by ladies' saddles are 
more frequently caused by the saddle being too 
light than too heavy. I quite agree with 
some of your correspondents that the padded 
stirrup is most dangerous, as it is not easy to 
get the foot out quickly if anything should 
happen. 

The principle, as stated by the Mexicans, 
of striking a horse between the ears is not to 
bring him down by fright^ but to bring him 
down h J force y so as to "stun "him. Now, 
do you think that any of your fair correspon- 
dents could accomplish this with a light park 
or hunting-whip ? I may be very bold to 
offer any suggestions, but the lady's side- 
saddle of the nineteenth century is very far 
from being pleasant. Why should not ladies 
in this age of progression begin to ride on 
saddles shaped like a man's, with the same seat 
a man uses ? It would be much more comfort- 
able, as even a stout lady- could not look 
much more ungraceful than she does now, 
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besides materially lessening the danger. I 
send you a sketch of a Mexican saddle. 

I am, &c. 
Campesina. 
San Antonio de Bexar, Texas, U.S.A.. 

P.S. — I would not like you to imagine that 

I intend to slight such an admirable authority 

as Mrs. Power O'Donoghue, but I should be 

much obliged to any of your correspondents 

for the design of an improved saddle, suitable 

alike for riding a young nervous horse and for 

journey purposes. I have a design for such a 

saddle, but I do not know how far it may be 

practicable. I think if ladies would give their 

ideas upon this subject through the medium 

of your columns, some real improvement 

might be arrived at. 

C. 



Sir, — ^In your issue of the 27th November 
my letter appeared, recommending that the 
use of side-saddles should be discontinued. 
Your correspondent, '* Jack Spur," mentions, 
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in a letter published on the 13th November, 
that in some works concerning 'the Sandwich 
Islands, in the Northern Pacific Ocean, and 
the Eocky Mountains, North America, the 
authoress. Miss Isabella L. Bird, states that 
she was accustomed, while there, to ride on 
horseback astride. 

A few extracts from her above-mentioned 
writings wiU probably interest your readers. 
When in Hawaii, or Owyhee, one of the Sand- 
wich Islands, the authoress referred to accom- 
panied some firiends on horseback to the 
Anuenue Falls on the Wailuku river (a 
river which forms a boundary between two 
great volcanoes), and on that occasion used 
a side-saddle, but was afterwards advised by 
one of the party to follow the native fashion 
of 4ding astride. Having acted upon this 
advice, she was well satisfied with the result 
of the trial, and continued to adopt that 
style while in the Sandwich Islands, and 
also in the Eocky Mountains, where she 
remained nearly four months. The following 
extract from a letter written by her about 
the 28th of January, from pilo,. Hawaii, and 
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published in The Hawaiian Archipelago: Six 
Months in the Sandwich Islands^ 1875, page 66, 
gives further particulars of her visit to the 
Anuenue Falls, above referred to : — 

"Everything was new and interesting, but 
the ride was spoiled by my insecure seat in 
my saddle, and the increased pain in my spine 
which riding produced. Once, in crossing a 
stream, the horses had to make a sort of 
downward jump from a rock, and I slipped 
round my horse's neck ; indeed, on the way 
back I felt that on the ground of health I 
must give up the volcano, as I would never 
consent to be carried to it, like Lady Franklin, 
in a Utter. When we returned, Mr. Severance 
suggested that it would be much better for 
me to follow the Hawaiian fashion, and ride 
astride, and put his saddle on the horse. It 
was only my strong desire to see the volcano 
which made me consent to a mode of riding 
against which I have so strong a prejudice ; 
but the result of the experiment is that I shall 
visit Kilanea thus or not at all. The native 
women all ride astride on ordinary occasions 
in the full sacks, or holukus, and on gala days 

20 
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in the pan, the gay winged dress which I 
described in writing from Honolulu. A great 
many of the foreign ladies in Hawaii have 
adopted the Mexican saddle also "' (this means 
that they ride astride) " for greater security 
to themselves and ease to their horses on 
the steep and perilous bridle-tracks, but they 
wear full Turkish trousers, and jauntily-made 
dresses reaching to the ankles." 

After Jeaving the Sandwich Islands she 
went to the Eocky Mountains, and in a letter 
dated the 23rd of October, and published in 
A Lady's Life in the Rocky Mountains^ 1879, she 
writes from the Colorado District, North 
America : — 

' ' I rode sidewise till I was well through 
the town, long enough to produce ^ severe 
pain in my spiae, which was not relieved for 
some time even after I ' had changed my 
position. It was a lovely Indian summer day^ 
so warm that the snow on the ground looked 
an incongruity." 

From the fact that many ladies, when in 
tne Sandwich Islands, ride astride, and that 
Miss Bird found this position preferable in 
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many respects to that which a side-saddle 
obliges the rider to take, I infer that ladies in 
England would be pleased if a change in the 
mode of riding were introduced. 

Proprietors of circuses will perhaps permit 
me to offer for their consideration that by 
allowing this mode of riding to form a part of 
some of the circus performances, they might 
do a great deal towards causing it to be 
recognised by the pubUc as the correct style, 
and that one great obstacle in the way of its 
being generally adopted by horsewomen would 
then be removed. 

I wish also to suggest that it should be 

taught at several riding-schools, • so that a 

large number of pupils may commence at the 

same' time. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

X. Y. Z. 



20 
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Sir, — The letters of your correspondent, Mrs. 
Power O'Donoghue, are very instructive and 
trustworthy, because founded upon practical 
experience. In her letter of last week she 
recommends the feeding of hunters upon 
cooked food. This to many sportsmen will be 
a new theory ; not so to me, and I wish to 
confirm her views, but I carry them out in a 
more economical way. My establishment is 
but a small one. I cannot aJBford space or 
attendance for a cooking-house, but I believe 
I arrive at the same results as she does, by 
steeping my oats in cold water for a given 
number of hours, and adding a pound of 
Indian meal, with a hajidfol of chopped hay 
and oaten straw to each feed three times a 
day. My horses have a constant supply of 
iv^ater in a manger in a convenient comer of 
their stables. I believe horses fed upon dry 
oats and hay sulBfer much from thirst. I 
observe my horses take many sups of water 
through the day, but take much less on the 
whole than when watered upon the old practice 
twice daily. Practically, I find my horses 
very healthy, strong, and enduring, and I 
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would freely recommend the adoption of this 

mode of feeding himters to my sporting 

friends. 

Fabmeb. 



Sib, — ^I am still so inundated with corres- 
pondence — many writers asking me precisely 
the same questions — ^that I shall regard it as a 
favour if you will again allow me to answer a 
few of them through the medium of your paper. 

Conn. DAsm>UB. — ^You and your horse were 
immersed in the river, simply because you did 
not give him sufficient head-room to enable 
him to take the jump with safety. In coming 
up to a wide stretch of water you should 
always leave your mount abundant oppor- 
tunity to extend his head and neck, nor should 
you wait to do this imtil you are just on the 
brink, — it will then, most likely, be too late 
to save you and him a wetting. A horse 
stretches his neck coming up to a water-jump, 
partly that he may see well what is before 
him, and partly because his intelligence tells 
him that he cannot compass it if tightly 
reined in. Leave him his head, and if he is a 
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hunter worth riding he will calculate his dis- 
tance and bear you safely over. At the same 
time you must remember to give him sufGi- 
cient support when he lands, or he may peck, 
or roll, and give you an ugly fall. A horse is 
much more hable to come down over a water- 
jump than at a fence, for the swinging pace at 
which you must necessarily send him at it 
— combined with the absolute necessity for 
leaving him complete freedom of his head — 
forbids that " steadying " process, which, at 
the hands of an accomplished rider, usually 
ensures safety over wall or ditch. Questions 
similar to yours have been asked me by H. 
Cadlicott, Maubice Hone, and Guy. In 
answering one, therefore, I reply to each. 

Ellice Gbeenway. — Your MS. never reached 
me ; you must have misdirected it, — ^but in 
any case X could not have been of service to 
you, as I have no time for revising other 
people's work, nor would my recommenda- 
tion carry any weight. Publishers judge for 
themselves. Your papers must go in on their 
merits, and be accepted or rejected accordingly. 
I quite agree with you that declined MSS. 
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should — ^when accompanied by a stamped 
and addressed envelope — be returned to the 
sender with the least possible delay. No 
matter how great or hurried may be the 
business of an office, there is in reality no 
excuse for inattention to this rule. The very 
best and busiest of the weekly journals comply 
with it, and persons who do not want to be 
treated with snobbish indifference had better 
not write for any other. Perhaps if you caU, 
or send a line privately to the Editor, you 
may succeed in getting back youj work ; but 
do not be expectant. 

Ejng Leab. — The horse you name attained 
his victory in 1878. He carried 12 st. 7 lbs. 

G. Hunt. — Beauparc ; but he did not win. 

P. Eyall.— At Thirsk. He fell at the 
second obstacle, and although speedily re- 
mounted, his chance was extinguished. Pin- 
nace ran weU, and was in great form. His 
defeat was a surprise, but your informant has 
not given you reliable details. 

James. — Eead Silk and Scarlet^ one of the 
^' Druid " series. Thanks for too flattering 
opinion. 
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Fooeisi. — ^Tbe coane is a most tiying one, 
and the feat was one nerer before attempted 
br a I^tlv. I did it to show that my horae was 
cap-^t-Ie of accomplishing the task, and the 
nsk was not what yon describe it, for he was 
too clever to put a foot astray. Major Stone 
of the 80th accompanied me, and gave me a 
goo*i lead. The only time I passed him was 
when his horse refused at an ngly post and 
rail. It is not trae that he was thrown. He 
rode splendidly, managing a difficult horse. 
There was no " crowd," and in short it is 
evident that you have received an exaggerated 
acconnt of the affair. 

J. DrrxN-K. — ^He won at Newcastle in 1879. 
Coixixs W. — She was, in my opinion, 
unfairly handicapped, and the verdict was 
general respecting the matter. 

Douglas. — The horse was not shot for 
five hours after, and lay quivering all that 
time. The owner was absent, and four of 
us galloped in search of him. Nobody was 
to blame. Mr. W. B. Morris, 7th Hussars, 
was the rider, and no better ever wore 
silk. 
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MoNTAUBAN. — I havo already detailed at 
some length my objections to children riding^ 
before they have strength and judgment suffi- 
ficient to enable them to manage a horse- 
Moreover, if a child — say a little girl — gets a 
severe fall, the shock to her nervous system 
is most likely to be a lasting one, and in some 
cases is never got over ; whereas grown girls 
are less Uable to fall, if they have any sort of 
fair teaching, and certainly have stronger 
nerves and firmer resolution to enable them 
to bear the casualties attendant upon the- 
practice of the art. 

Curious. — Grifl&n and Hawkes, of Birming- 
ham, by the burning of whose premises some- 
of my most valued MSS. were lost. 

Jessica. — It is quite untrue. Her Imperial 
Majesty dresses and mounts in ordinary 
fashion. There is not one word of truth in 
the widely-circulated statement that her habit 
is buttoned on after she has mounted, nor is 
her jacket ever made " tight." It is close- 
fitting and beautifully adapted to her figure, 
but sufficiently large to leave her abundant 
room to move in. The Empress despisea 
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tight stays, gloves, and boots. Her waist is 
small, but not wasp-like. The absurd an- 
nouncement that it measured but twelve 
inches (recently published in one of the 
weekly journals) is as false as it is fooUsh. 
Nobody could exist with such a deformity. 
The Empress takes morning exercise upon a 
trapeze. Her hair is dark, shaded to gold- 
<5olour, like a wood in autumn. The report 
that she dyes it is one of the many calumnies 
•of which she is the subject, but which happily 
<5annot harm her. She is not affable ; her 
manner is stately in the extreme, to all except 
those with whom she desires to converse. 
She speaks fair but not fluent English. This 
reply to Jessica is also for Frank Kurtz, Amy 
EoBSART, and Alicia Bond. 

Julius. — It was not I who wrote it. I got 
the credit of it, but did not covet the dis- 
tinction. 

George K. — Nobody assists me. Of course 
you mean as an amanuensis : otherwise your 
question would be an offence. I write my 
thoughts in short-hand, and copy at leisure 
for the press. My time for writing is when 
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the house is quiet, — generally from 10 p.m. to 
2 or 3 in the morning. I have answered 
you — but against my will, as I much dislike 
personal questions. Were I to reply to such 
in general, my entire life would be laid bare 
to the eyes of a disinterested public, in order 
to gratify a few persons, who have no motive 
save one of idle curiosity. 

T. Cannon. — Grandfather* s Hunter is sold out. 
Horses and Horsemen is to be had, but its price 
puts it beyond the pale of ordinary purchasers. 
Try Biimpus, or Mudie. 

Oxonian. — You are wrong, — nor have I 
asked your opinion. It is easier to criticise 
than to write. Having done the former, pray 
do the latter, and submit to others' criticism. 

Marcia Flood. — Two yards round the hem 
is amply sufficient width. I consider the 
price you name quite exorbitant. Try one 
of those mentioned by me in my chapter 
upon riding-gear.. 

Thanking you, Sir, for your kindness in 
granting me so much of your valuable space. 
I am, yours obediently, 

Nannie Power O'Donoghub. 
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Sib, — ^In a recent edition "Jack Spnr*^ 
asks if it is nsnal in any country for ladies ta 
ride a la Duchess de Berri, t^. as a gentleman, 
astride. In Mexico and the States of the 
Eiver Plate this is the usual mount of the 
fair ones of the district, and, clad in loose 
Turkish pantalettes tucked into the riding- 
boots of soft yellow leather, a loose sort of 
tunic secured by a belt, and wearing the ladies^ 
" sombrero," very charming these fair equts- 
triennes look, and splendid horsewomen they 
are. Talk of ladies, your *^ Fair Play " should 
see the long, sharp, Mexican spurs attached to 
the heels of these fair prairie-rangers, and 
witness how unsparingly they are used. 
Sometimes I, who am no namby-pamby rider, 
and have seen my share of rough work, have 
ventured to remonstrate in a half-jocular 
maimer (as became a stranger and foreigner) 
when riding along with a Mexican lady, who 
generally keeps her steed at a full gallop by 
the remorseless application of these instru-- 
ments of punishment. But the reply was 
merely a silvery laugh, and *' Ah, senor, here 
horses are cheap, and when one is finished we 
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have plenty more for the catching. Come 
along ! " My experience of ladies on horse- 
back as a rule is that they are more severe 
than men ; perhaps it is thoughtlessness, but 
certainly for hard riding and severe spurring I 
have never seen any to surpass a Mexican 
senora, whose favourite pace is a stretching 
gaUop without cessation, imtil her steed is 
perfectly pumped out, and as horseflesh is of no 
value whatever, and no Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals exists, I am afraid 
I must record a verdict of cruelty against some 
of the most charming women I ever miet. 
To their fellow mortals aU kindness and good- 
ness, but when moimted on their mustang 
they seem to forget that he can feel either 
fatigue or pain. Certainly the temptation is 
^eat. A horse is of no value; you seldom 
mount the same twice on a journey, and across 
the beautiful prairies a wild gallop is the pace. 
JBut I should be sorry to see an English lady 
dismount from her steed, leaving him utterly 
exhausted and pumped out, and his flanks 
streaming with blood from deep spur-strokes. 
This I have too often seen in South America. 
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Everyone does it, and it is little thought of ;: 
but by all means let us cherish a better feeling, 
and not give any needless pain to that noble- 
animal, the horse. Let the ladies avoid the 
use of sharp spurs; most horses ridden by 
ladies here are perfectly amenable to the whip 
and rein, and the use of the spur is somewhat 
inharmonious with the gentle character of our 
Enghsh women. 

GUACHO. 

St. Leonards, 1880. 



" The correspondence upon this subject, called forth by 
Mrs. Power O'Donoghue's admirable papers * Ladies on 
Horseback/ has been so voluminous, and appears likely to- 
go on for such a lengthened period, that I am reluctantly 
obHged to bring it to a close, in order to make space for 
other matter." — Ed. Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic Newg^ 
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Aberigh-Hackay (0.) Twenty-one Days in India. 

Being the Tour of Sir An Baba, KC.B. By GEonaB 
Aberioh-Maceay. Post 8vo. 4s. 

Adam W. (late of Calcutta) Theories of History. 

An Inquiry into the Theories of History, — Chance, — Law, — 
Will. With Special Keference to the Principle of Positive 
Philosophy. By William Adam. 8vo. 15s. 

Akbar. An Eastern Eomance 

By Dr. P. A. S. Van Ltmbubg-Brouweb. Translated from 
the Dutch by M. M. With Notes and Introductory Life of 
the Emperor Akbar, by Clements E. Mabkham, C.B., F.B.S# 
Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Allen's Series. 

i. —World We Live In. 2s. 

2.— Earth's History. Ss. 

8. — Geography of India. (See page 9.) 2s. 

4. — 2000 Examination Questions in Physical Geography. 2s, 

5. — Hall's Trigonometry. (See page 10.) 28. 

6. — Wollaston's Elementary Indian Reader. Is. (See page 

30.) 
7. — Ansted's Elements of Physiography. Is. 4d. 

Anderson (P.) The English in Western India. 
8vo. 14s. » 

Andrew (W. P.) India and Her Neighbonrs, 
With Two Maps. 8vo. 158. 

Andrew (W. P.) Onr S aientific Frontier. 
With Sketch-Map and Appendix. 8vo. 6s. 

Ansted (D. T.) Physical Geography. 

By Professor D. T. Aksted, M.A., F.R.S., &c. Fifth 
Edition. Post 8vo., with Illustrative Maps. 7s. 
Contents: — Part I. — Intkodcction. — ^The EarthasaPlanet« 
—Physical Forces. — The Succession of Rocks. Pabt II. — 
Earth. — Land. — Mountains. — Hills and Valleys. — Plateaux 
and Low Plains. Paht III. — Water. — The Ocean. — Rivers, 
— Lakes and Waterfalls. — The Phenomena of Ice. — Springs 
Part IV. — Air. — The Atmosphere. Winds and Storms. — 
Dew, Clouds, and Rain. — Climate and Weather. Part V. — 
FiBE. — ^Volcanoes and Volcanic Phenomena. — Earthquakes, 
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Pakt VI. — Life. — ^The Distribution of Plants in the diflFerent 
Countries of the Earth. — The Distribution of Animals on the 
Earth. — The Distribution of Plants and Animals in Time.— 
Effects of Human Agency on Inanimate Nature. 

" The Book is both valuable and comprehensive, and deserves a wide 
ehrcolation." — Observer. 

Anst^d (D. T.) Elements of Physiography. 

For the use of Science Schools. Fcap. 8vo. Is. 4d. 

Ansted (D. T.) The World We Live In. 

Or First Lessons in Physical Geography. For the use of 
Schools and Students. By D. T. Ansted, M.A., F.R.S., &c. 
Fcap. 2s. 25th Thousand, with Illustrations. 

Ansted (D. T.) The Earth's History. 

Or, First Lessons in Geology. For the use of Schcols and 
Students. By D. T. Ansted. Third Thousand. Fcap. '^s. 

Ansted (D. T.) 

Two Thousand Examination Questions in Physical Geography, 
pp. 180. Price Ss. 

Ansted (D. T.) and Latham (E. G.) Channel Islands. 

Jersey, Gnemsey, Aldemey, Sark, &c. 
The Channel Islands. Containing : Part I. — Physical G t c 
graphy. Part II. — Natural History. Part III. — Civil His- 
tory. Part IV. — Economics and Trade. By David Thomas 
Ansted, M.A., F.R.S., and Robert Gordon Latham, MA,, 
M.D., F.R.S. New and Cheaper Edition in one handsome 
8vo. Volume, with 7*2 Illustrations on Wood by Vizeteily, 
Loudon, Nicholls, and Hart ; with Map, 8vo. 16s. 

" This is a really valuable work. A book which will long remain the 
standard authority on the subject. No one who has been to the Channel 
Islands, or who purposes going there will be insensible of its value."— 

Saturday SevUw, 

" It is the produce of many hands and every hand a good one*'* 

Ansted (D. T.) Water, and Water Supply. 

Chiefly with reference to the British Islands. Part L— 
Surface Waters. 8vo. With Maps. 18s. 

Archer (Capt. J. H. Laurence) Commentaries on the 
Punjaub Campaign — 1848-49, including some additions to the 
History of the Second Sikh War, from original sources. By 
Capt. J. fl. Lawrence- Archer, Bengal H. P. Crown Bvo. 
8s. 
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Aynsley (Mrs.) Our Visit to Hindustan, Kashmir , and Ladakh 
By Mrs. J. C. Murray Aynsley. 8vo. 143. 

Bemay (Dr. A. J.) Students' Chemistry. 

Being the Seventh Edition of Household Chemistry, or the 
Science of Home Life. By Albert J. Bbunats, Ph. Db. 
F.C.S., Prof, of Chemistry and Practical Chemistry at St. Thomas' 
Hospital, Medical, and Surgical College. Crown 8vo. 58. 6d. 

Binning (E. H.) Travels in Persia, &c. 

2 vols. 8vo. 1 6s. 

Blanohard (S.) Yesterday and To-day in India. 
By Sidney Laman Blanchard. Post 8vo. 6s. 

CoNT'.NTS. — Outward Bound. — The OldTimesand tlieNew. — . 
Domestic Life. — Houses and Bungalows. — Indian Servants. — 
The Great Shoe Question. — The Garrison Hack — The Long 
Bow in India. — Mrs. Dulcimer's Shipwreck. — A Traveller's 
Tale, told in a Dark Bungalow. — Punch in India. — Anglo- 
Indian Literature. — Christmas in India. — The Seasons in 
Calcutta. — Farmers in Muslin. — Homeward Bound. — India 
as it Is. 

Blenkinsopp (Eev. E. L.) Doctrine of Development in the 
Bible and in the Church. By Rkv. E. L. Blenkinsopp, M.A., 
Rector of Springthorp. 2nd edition. 12mo. 6s. 

Boileau (H^jor-General J. T.) 

A New and Complete Set of Traverse Tables, showing the 
Differences of Latitude and the Departures to every Minute of 
the Quadrant and to Five Places of Decimals. Together with 
a Table of the lengths of each Degree of Latitude and corres* 
ponding Degree of Longitude from the Equator to the Poles ; 
with other Tables useful to the Surveyor and Engineer. 
Fourth Edition, thoroughly revised and corrected by the 
Author. Royal Svo. 128. London, 1876. 

Boulger (D. C.) Central Asian Portraits ; or the Celebrities 
of the Khanates and the Neighbouring States. By Demetrius 
Charles Boulger, M.R.A.S. Crown 8vo. Ts. 6d. 

Boulger (D. C.) The Life of Yakoob Beg, Athalik Ghazi and 
Baidaulet, Ameer of Kashgar. By Demetrius Charles 
Boulger, M.R.A.S. Svo. With Map and Appendix. 168. 

Boulger (D. C.) England and Eussia in Central Asia. - With 
Appendices and Two Maps; one being the latest Eossian 
Official Map of Central Asia. 2 vols. Svo. 36s. 
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Bowring (Sir J.) Flowery Scroll 

A Chinese Novel. Translated and Illustrated with Notes hy 
Sir J. BowRiNG. late H.B.M. Plenipo. China. Post 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 

Boyd (B. Belsbn). Coal Mines Inspectioii; Its History and 

Results. 8vo. 14s. 

Bradshaw (John) The Poetical Works of John Hilton, 
with Notes, explanatory and philological. By John Bbadshaw, 
LL.D., Inspector of Schools, Madras. 2 vols., post 8vo. 12s. 6d. 

Brandis' Forest Flora of North-Western and Central India. 
By Dr. Brandis, Inspector General of Forests to the Govern- 
ment of India. Text and Plates. £2 18s. 

Briggs (Oen. J.) India and Europe Compared. 

Post 8vo. 7s. 

Bright (W.) Eed Book for Sergeants. 

Fifth and Revised Edition, 1880. By W. Bright, Colour- 
Sergeant, 37th Middlesex R.V. Fcap. interleaved. Is. 

Browne (J. W.) Hardware ; How to Bny it for Foreign 

Markets. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Buckle (the late Capt. E.) Bengal Artillery. 

A Memoir of the Services of the Bengal Artillery from the 
formation of the Corps. By the late Capt, E. Buckle, Assist.- 
Adjut. Gen. Ben. Art. Edit, by Sir J. W. Kate. 8vo. Lond, 
1852. 10s. 

Buckley (E. B.) The Irrigation Works of India, and their 

Financial Results. Being a brief History and Description of 
the Irrigation Works of India, and of the Profits and Losses 
they have caused to the State. By Egbert B« Buckley, 
A.M.T.C.E., Executive Engineer of the Public Works 
Department of India. 8vo. With Map and Appendix. 9s. 

Burke (P.) Celebrated Naval and Military Trials. 

By Peter Burke, Serjeant-at-Law. Auflior of " Celebrated 
Trials connected with the Aristocracy." Post 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Challenge of Barletta (The). 

By Massimo D'Azeglio. Rendered into English ly Lady 
Louisa Magems. 2 vols. Crown »vo. /21s. 
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Cliristmas (Bev. H.) Bepnblic of Fools (The). 

Being the History of the People of Abdera in Thrace, from 
the German of C. M. Von Wieland. By Rev. Henry Christ- 
mas, M.A., F.R.S. 2 Vols, crown 8vo. 12s. 

Christmas (Bev. H.) Sin : Its Causes and Consequences. 

An attempt to Investigate the Origin, Nature, Extent and 
Results of Moral Evil. A Series of Lent Lectures. By the 
Rev. Henry Christmas, M.A., F.R.S. Post Svo. 6s. 

Cochrane, (John) Hindn Law. 20s. (See page 12.) 

Collette (C. H.) Henry VIII. 

An Historical Sketch as affecting the Reformation in England. 
By Charles Hastings Collette. Post 8vo 6s. 

Collette (C. H.) The Eoman Breviary. 

A Critical and Historical Review, with Copious Classified 
Extracts. By Charles Hastings Collette. 2nd Edition. 
Revised and enlarged. 8vo. 5s. 

Peeper's Hill College. Calendar of the Royal Indian En- 
gineering College, Cooper's Hill. Published by authority in 
January each year. 6s. 

Contents. — Staff of the College ; Prospectus for the Year ; 
Table of Marks; Syllabus of Course of Study; Leave and 
Pension Rules of Indian Service ; Class and Prize Lists ; Past 
Students serving in India ; Entrance Examination Papers, &c. 

Corbet (U. E.) A Pleasure Trip to India, dnring the Visit 

of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, and afterwards to Ceylon. 
By Mrs. Corbet. Illustrated with Photos. Crown Svo. 7s. 6d. 

Cmise of H.H.S. << Galatea," 

Captain H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., in 1867—1868. 
By the Rev. John Milner, B.A., Chaplain ; and Oswald W. 
Brierly. Illustrated by a Photograph of H.R.H. the Duke 
of Edinburgh ; and by Chromo-Lithographs and Graphotypes 
from Sketches taken on the spot by 0. W. Brierly. 8vo. 168. 

Banvers (Fred. Chas.) On Coal. 

With Reference to Screening, Transport, &c. 8vo. 10s. 6d« 

Banmas (E.) Horses of the Sahara, and the Manners of the 

Desert. By E. Daumas, General of the Division Commanding 
at Bordeaux, Senator, &c., &c. With Commentaries by the 
Emir Abd-el-Kadir (Authorized Edition). 8vo. 6s. 

" We have rarely read a work giving a more picturesque and, at the 
flame time, practical account of the manners and customs of a people, than 
this book on the Arabs and their horses." — Hdinbur^h Courant. 



13, Waterloo Place, Pall Mall. 



Seighton (K) Shakespeare's King Henry the Fifth. 

With Notes and an Introduction. By K. Deighton, Principal 
of Agra College. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

Bestmctioii of Life by Snakes, Hydrophobia, ftc*, in Western 
India. By an Ex-Commissioneb. Fcap. Qs, 6d. 

Sickins, (F. 7.) Chinshingnra : or the Loyal League. 

A Japanese Eomance. Translated by Frederick V. Dickins. 
Sc.B., of the Middle Temple, Barrister-at-Law. With Notes 
and an Appendix containing a Metrical Version of the Ballad 
of Takascdto, and a specimen of the Original Text in Japanese 
o.baracter. Illustrated by numerous Engravings on Wood, 
drawn and executed by Japanese artists and printed on 
Japanese paper. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Scran (Dr. J.) '' Their Majesties Servants" : 

Annals of tbe English Stage. Actors, Authors, and Audiences. 
From Thomas Betterton to Edmund Kean. By Dr. Dor^N, 
F.S.A., Author of "Table Traits," "Lives of the Queens of 
England of the House of Hanover." &c. Post 8vo. 6s. 
** Every page of the work is barbed with wit, and will make its way 

point foremost provides entertainment for the most diTerst 

tastes." — Daily News, 

Dmry (CoL H.) The TTsefol Plants of India, 

With Notices of their chief value in Commerce, Medicine, 
and the Arts. By Colonel Heber Drury. Second Edition, 
with Additions and Corrections. Royal 8vo. 168. 

Edwards (G. Sutherland) A Female Nihilist. 

By Ernest Lavigne. Translated from the French by G. 
Sutherland Edwards. Crown 8vo. 9s. 

Edwards* (H. S.) The Russians At Home and the Russians 

Abroad. Sketches. Unpolitical and Political, of Russian Life 
under Alexander II. By H. Sutheriand Edwards. 2 vols., 
Crown 8vo. 21s. 

Eyre, Hajor-Oeneral (Sir 7.), KC.S.I., C.B. The Kabul In- 
surrection of 1841-42. Revised and corrected from Lieut. 
Eyre's Original Manuscript. Edited by Colonel Q-. B. 
Mallbson, C.S.I. Crown 8vo., with Map and Illustra- 
tions. 9s. 

Fearon (A.) Kenneth Trelawny. 

By Alec Fearon. Author of " Touch not the Nettle." 
2 vols. Crown 8vo. 2Is. 
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Forbes (Dr. BnnoaiL) History of Chess. 

From the time of the Early Invention of the Game in India, 
till the period of its establishment in Western and Central 
Europe. By Duncan Forbes, LL.D, 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Gazetteers of India. 

Thornton, 4 vols., 8vo. £2 168. 
„ 8vo. 21^. 

(N.W.P., Ac.) 2 vols., 8vo. 25s. 

Gazetteer of Southern India. 

With the Tenasserim Provinces and Singapore. Compiled 
from original and authentic sources. Accompanied by an 
Atlas, including plans of all the principal towns and canton* 
ments. Royal 8vo. with 4 to. Atlas. £3 3s. 

Geography of India. 

Comprising au account of British India, and the various states 
enclosed and adjoining. Fcap. pp. 250. 2s. 

Ctoological Papers on Western India. 

Including Cutch, Scinde, and the south-east coast of Arabia. 
To which is added a Summary of the Geology of India gene- 
rally. Edited for the Government by Henry J. Cabteb, 
Assistant Surgeon, Bombay Army. Royal 8vo. with folio 
Atlas of maps and plates ; half-bound. £2 2s. 

Glyn (A. C.) History of Civilization in the Fifth Centnry. 
Translated by permission from the French of A. Frederic 
Ozanam, late Professor of Foreign Literature to the Faculty 
of Letters at Paris. By Ashby C. Glyn, B.A., of the Inner 
Temple, B arris ter-at-Law. 2 vols., post 8vo. il Is. 

Golclstncker (Prof. Theodore), The late. The Literary fie-» 

mains of. With a Memoir. 2 vols. 8vo. 2l8. 

Grady (S. G.) Hohamedan Law of Inheritance & Contract 

8vo. 14s. (See page 11.) 

Grady (S.G.) Institutes of Henn. 
Bvo. 12s. (See page 11.) 

Graham (Alex.) Genealogical and Chronological Tables, 

illustrative of Indian History. 4to. 5s. 

Greene (F. V.) The Russian Army and its Campaigns in 

Turkey in 1«77-1878. By F. V. Greene, First Lieutenant 
in the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, and lately Military 
Attache to the United States Legation at St. Petersburg. 8vo, 
With Atlas. 32s. Second Edition. 
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Greene (F. V.) Sketches of Army Life in Bnssia. 

Crown 8vo. 9s. 

Griffitli (Balph T. H.) Birth of the War God. 

A Poem. By Ealidasa. Translated from the Sanscrit into 
English Verse. By Kalph T. H. Griffith. 8vo. 6s. 

Hall (E. H.) Lands of Plenty, for Health, Sport, and Profit. 

British North America. A Book for all Travellers and 
Settlers. By E. Hepple Hall, F.S.S. Crown 8vo., with 
Maps. 6s. 

Hall's Trigonometry. 

The Elements of Plane and Spherical Trij^ouometry. With an 
Appendix, containing the solution of the JProhlems in Nautical 
Astronomy. For the use of Schools. By the Kev. T. G. 
Hall, M.A., Professor of Mathematics in King's College, 
London. 12mo. 2s. 

Hamilton's Hedava. 

A new edition, with the ohsolete passages omitted, and a copious 
Index, added hy S. G. Grady. 8vo. £1 15s. (See i>age 11.) 

Handbook of Eeferenc) to the Haps of India. 

Giving the Lat. aud Long, of places of note. 18mo. 3s. 6d. 

%* This will le found c valuable Companion to Messrs, Allen 4* Co* 9 

Maps of India, 

Harconrt (Uaj. A. F. P.) Down by the Drawle. 

By Majok a. F. P. Haecouiit, Bengal Staff Corps, author of 
•* Kooloo, Lahoul, and Spiti," " The Shakespeare Argosy," &c. 
2 Yols. crown 8vo. 21s. 

Holland. 

By Edmondo de Amicis. Translated from the Italian by 
Caroline Tilton. Crown 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Hongh (Lient.-Col. W.) Precedents in Military Law 

8vo. cloth. 25s 

Hnghes (Eev. T. P.) Notes on Unhammadanism. 

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Fcap. Bvo. 6s. 

Hntton (J.) Thugs and Dacoits of India. 

A Popular Account of the Thugs and Dacoits, the Hereditary 
Garotters and Gang Robbers of India. By James Hutton* 
Post Bvo. 5s. 
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India Directory (Tlio). 

For the Guidance of Commaoders of Steuners and SaiHng 
Vessels. Founded upon the Work of the late Capzaih Jamss 

HORSBUBOH, F.R.S. 

Part I. — ^The East Indies, and Interjacent Ports of Africa 
and South America. Rerised, Extended, and BlustFated with 
Charts of Winds, Currents, Passages, Variation, and Udes. 
By CoMMANDEB Alfrbd Dukdas Tati4>b, F.R.G.S., Superin- 
tendent of Marine Surreys to the GoTemmentc^ India. £1 IBs. 

Part II. — The China Sea, with the Ports of Java, Australia 
and Japan and the Indian Archipelago Harbours, as well as 
those of New Zealand. Illustrated with Charts of the Winds, 
Currents, Passages, &c* By the same. (In preparaHon^ 



Indian and Military Law. 

Mahommedan Law of Inheritance, &c. A Manual of the 
Mahommedan Law of Inheritance and Contract ; comprising the 
Doctrine of the Soonee and Sheca Schodla, and baaed npan the text 
of Sir H. W. Macnaghtsk's Principlaa and Precedents, together 
with the Decisions of ttie PriTy Council and High Coorta of the 
Presidencies in India. For the use of Sdioob and Students, l^y 
Stakdish Gbots Gradt, Barrister-at-Law, Beader of Hindoo, 
Mahommedan, and Indian Law to the Inns of Court. 8to. 14s. 

Hedaya, or Guide, a Commentary on the Mussulman Laws, 
translated by order of the Gk>Temor-G«neral and Councii of BengaL 
By Chablbs Hamiltok. Second Edition, with PrefiBu» and Index 
by Stakdibh Gboyb Gbadt. 8to. £I 15s. 

Institutes of Menu in English. The Institutes of Hindu 
Law or the Ordinances of Menu, according to Gloss of Collucca. 
Comprising the Indian System of Duties, Religious and Civil, 
verbally translated from the Original, with a Preface by Snt WnuAX 
Jokes, and collated with the Sanscrit Text bv Gbayss Chaicket 
Hauohtok, M.A, F.B.S., Professor of Hindu Literature in the 
East India College. Nevr edition, with Prefiuse and Index by 
STAia>i8H G. Gradt, Barrister-at-Law, and Beader of Hindu, 
Mahommedan, and Indian Law to the Inns of Court. 8vo., doth. 128. 

Indian Code of Criminal Procedure. Being Act X. of 1 87??, 
Passed by the Ghyvemor-Gkneral of India in Council on the 25th of 
April, 1872. Svo. 12s. 

Indian Code of Civil Procedure. Being Act X. of 1877. Svo. 
lOs. 

Indian Code of Civil Procedure. In the form of Questions 
and Answers, with Explanatory and Illustrative Notes. By 
AirasLO J. Lewis, Barrister-at-law. 12mo. 12s. 6d. 
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Indian Penal Code. In the Form of Questions and Answers* 
With Explanatory and niustratiye Notes. Bt Ajx&bu> J. Lewis, 
Bamster-at-Law. PostSyo. 7s. 6d. 

Hindu Law. Principally with reference to such portions of it 
as concern the Administration of Justice in the Courts in India. 
By Snt Thoicas STBAirax, late Chief Justice of Madras. 2 yols. 
Boyal 8yo., 1830. 24s. 

Hindu Law. Defence of the Daya Bhaga. Notice of the 
Case on Frosoono Coomar Tajore's Will. Judgment of the Judicial 
Committee of the Friyy Council. Examination of such Judgments 
By John Cochbanx, Barrister-afc-Law. Boyal 8yo. 20s. 

Law and Customs of Hindu Castes, within the Dekhan Pro* 
yinces subject to the Presidency of Bombay, chiefly affecting Ciyil 
Suits. By Abthxtb Stbeui. Boyal 8yo. £1 Is. 

Moohummudan Law of Inheritance. (Se<j page 26.) 

Chart of Hindu Inheritance. With an Explanatory Treatise^ 
By Alhabic Bumsxy. 8yo. 68. 6d. 

Manual of Military Law. For all ranks of the Army, Militia 
and Volunteer Seryices. By Colonel J. K. Pifok, Assist. Adjutant 
General at Head Quarters, & J. F. Coluxb, Esq., of the Inner 
Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Third and Beyised Edition. Pocket 
size. 5s. 

Precedents in Military Law ; including the Practice of Courts- 
Martial ; the Mode of Conducting Trials ; the Duties of Officers at 
Military Courts of Inquests, Courts of Inquiry, Courts of Bequests, 
&o., &o. The following are a portion of the Contents :— 

1. Military Law. 2. Martial Law. 3. Courts-Martial. 4. 
Courts of Inquiry. 5. Courts of Inquest. 6. Courts of Bequest* 
7. Forms of Oourts-MartiaL 8. Precedents of Military Law. 
9. Trials of Arson to Bape (Alphabetically arranged.) 10. Bebellions. 
11. Biots. 12. Miscellaneous. By Lieut.-Col. W. HoraH, late 
Deputy Judge-Adyocate-G«neral, Bengal Army, and Author of 
seyeral Works on Courts-MartiaL One thick 8yo. yol. 25s. 

The Practice of Courts Martial. By Hough & Lono. Thick 8vo. 
London, 1825. 26s. 

Indiaa Criminal Law and Frocednrey 

Including the Procedure in the High Courts, as well as that in 
the Courts not established by Royal Charter ; with Forms of 
Charges and Notes on Evidence, illustrated by a large number 
of English Cases, and Cases decided in the High Courts of 
India; and an Appendix of selected Acts passed by the 
Legislative Council relating to Criminal matters. By M. H. 
Starling, Esq., LL.B, & F. B. Constable, M.A. Third 
edition. 8vo. £2 2s. 
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Indian Infanticide. 

Its Origin, Progress, and Suppression. Bj John Cave-Bbown, 
M.A. 8yo. 68. 

Lrwin (H. C.) The Garden of India ; or Chapters on Ondh 
History and Affairs. By H. C. Irwin, BA. Oxon., Bengal 
Civil Service. 8vo. 12s. 

Jackson (Lt-Col. B.) litary Snryeying, & 8vo. 14s. 
(See page 20). 

Jackson (Lowis D*A.) Hydranlic Hannal and Working 
Tables, Hydranlic and Indian Meteorological Statistics. 

Published under the patronage of the Eight Honourable the 
Secretary of State for India. By Lewis D*A. Jackson. 8vo. 
28s. 

Jackson (Lowis D*A.) Canal and Cnlyert Tables. 

Based on the Formula of Kutter, under a Modified Classi- 
fication, with Explanatory Text and Examples. By Lewis 
D'A. Jackson, A.M.I.C.E., author of ** Hydraulic Manual 
and Statistics," &c. Roy. 8vo. 28s. 

Jackson (L. D'A.) Pocket Logarithms and other Tables for 

Ordinary Calculations of Quantity, Cost, Interest, Annuities, 
Assiurance, and Angular Functions, obtaining Results correct 
in the Fourth figure. By Lewis D'A. Jackson. 

James (A. Q F Eliot) Indian Industries. 

By A. G. F. Eliot James, Author of ** A Guide to Indian 
Household Management," &c. Crown 8yo. 9s. 

CoNTBNTtf : — Indian Agriculture ; Beer ; Cacao ; Carpets ; Cereals ; 
Chemicals ; Cinchona ; Coffee ; Cotton ; Drugs ; Dyeing and Colouring 
Materials; Fibrous Substances; Forestry; Hides; Skins and Horns; 
Gums and Besins ; Irrigation ; Ivory ; Mining ; Oils ; Opium ; Paper ; 
Pottery ; Byots ; Seeds ; Silk ; Spices ; Sugar ; Tea ; Tobacco ; Wood ; 
Wool. Table of Exports. Index. 

Jerrold (Blanchard) at Home in Paris. 

2 Vols. Post 8vo. I6s. 

Joyner (Mrs.) Cypms : Historical and Descriptive. 

Adapted from the G-erman of Herr Fbanz Von Loher. With 
much additional matter. By Mrs. A* Batson Jotneb. 
Crown 8vo. With 2 Maps. 10s. 6d. 
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Kaye (Sir X W.) The Sepoy War in India. 

A History of the Sepoy War in India, 1857—1868. By Sir 
John Willla-m Kaye, Author of " The History of the War in 
Afghanistan." Vol. I., 8vo. 18s. Vol. II. £1. Vol. III. -£1. 

Contents of Vol. I. : — Book I. — Introductory. — The Con- 
quest of the Punjab and Pegu. — The " Eight of Lapse." — The 
Annexation of Oude. — Progress of Englishism. Boos II. — The 
Sepoy Army : its Rise, Progress, and Decline. — Early His- 
tory of the Native Army. — Deteriorating Influences. — The 
Sindh Mutinies. — The Punjaub Mutinies. Discipline of the 
Bengal Army. Book III. — The Outbreak of the Mutiny. — 
Lord Canning and his Council. — The Oude Administration and 
•he Persian War. — The Rising of the Storm. — The First 
Mutiny, — Progress of Mutiny. — Excitement in Upper India. — 
Bursting of the Storm. — Appendix. 

Contents of Vol II. ; — Book IV. — The Rising in the 
North-west. — The Delhi History. — The Outbreak at Meerut. 
— The Seizure of Delhi. — Calcutta in May. — ^Last Days of 
General Anson. — The March upon Delhi. Book V. — Pro- 
gress OF Rebellion in Upper India. — Benares and Alla- 
habad. — Cawnpore. — The March to Cawnpore. — Re-occupation 
of Cawnpore. Book VI. — The Punjab and Delhi. — First 
Conflicts in the Punjab. — Peshawur and Rawul Pinder, — Pro- 
gress of Events in the Punjab. — Delhi. — First Weeks of the 
Siege. — Progress of the Siege. — The Last Succours from the 
Punjab. 

Contents of Vol III. : — Book VII. — Bengal, Behar, 
AND the North-west Provinces. — At the Seat of Govern- 
ment. — The Insurrection in Behar. — The Siege of Arrah. — 
Behar and Bengal. Book VIII. — Mutiny and Rebellion 
IN the North-west Provinces. — Agra in May. — Insurrec- 
tion in the Districts. — Bearing of the Native Chiefs. — Agra in 
June, July, August and September. Book IX. — Lucknow 
AND Delhi. — Rebellion in Oude. — Revolt in the Districts. — 
Lucknow in June and July. — The siege and Capture of Delhi. 

Kaye (Sir J. W.) History of the War in Afghanijstan. 

New edition. 3 Vols. Crown 8vo. £1, 6s. 



Eaye (Sir J. W.) H. St. G. Tnoker*s Life and Correspondence, 

8vo. 10s. 



16 W. H. Allen & Co., 



Xaye (Sir J. W.) KemoriaU of Indian Ooyemments. 

By H. St. George Tucker. 8vo. lOs. 

Zaatinge (Mn.) Engliah Homes in India. 

By Mrs. Keatingb. Part I.— The Three Loves. Part II.— 
The Wrong Turning. Two vols.. Post 8vo. 16s. 

Kaene (H. 0.) Mogid Empire. 

From the death of Aurungzeb to the overthrow of the Mahratta 
Power, by Hekrt Gkoroe Keeke, B.C.S. Second edition. 
With Map. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Jliis WorkfilU up a blank between the ending of Elphinstoiie's 
and the commencement of Thorntons Histories. 



Kaene (H. 0.) Adminifltration in India. 

Post 8vo. Ss. 

Keene (H. G.) Peepnl Leaves. 

Poems written in India. Post Svo. 5s. 

Keene (H. G.). The Tnrks in India. 

Historical Chapters on the Administration of Hindostan by 
the Ohugtai Tartar, Babar, and his Descendants. 123. 6d. 

Latham (Dr. B. G.) Bnssian and Tnrk, 

From a Geographical, Ethnological, and Historical Point of 
View. Svo. IBs. 

Lanrie (Col. W. F. B.) Onr Bnrmese Wars and Eelations 

with Burma. With a Summary of Events from 1820 to 
1879, including a Sketch of King Theebaus Progress. With 
various Local, Statistical, and Commercial Information. By 
Colonel W. F. B. Laurie, Author of ** Ranoroon," " Narmtive 
of the Second Burmese War," &c. Svo. With Plans and Map. 
16s. 

Lee (F. G.) The Chnrch nnder Qneen Elizabeth. 

An Historical Sketch. By the Rev. F. G. Lee, D.D. Two 
Vols., Crown 8vo. 21s. 

Lee (F. G.) The Words from the Cross: Seven Sermons 

for Lent, Passion-Tide, and Holy Week. By the Eev. F. G. 
Lee, D.D. Third edition revised. Fcap. 3s. 6d. 

Lee*s (Dr. W. N.) Drain of Silver to the East 
Post 8vo. 8s. 
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Le Messurier (Maj. A.) Kandahar in 1879. 

Being the Diary of Major Le Messurier, R.E., Brigade 
Major R.E. with the Quetta Column. Crown 8vo. 8s. 

Lewin (T. H.) Wild Eaces of the Sonth Eastern Frontier of 

India. Including an Account of the Loshai Country. By Capt. 
T. H. Lewin, Dep. Coram, of Hill Tracts. Post 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

Lewis (A. J.) Indian Penal Code, 

In the Form of Questions and Answers. With Explanatory 
and Illustrative Notes. By Angelo J. Lewis. PostSvo. 7s. 6d« 



(A. J.) Indian Code of Civil Procednre. 
In the Form of Questions and Answers. With Explanatory 
and Illustrative Notes. By Angelo J.Lewis. PostSvo. 12s. 6d. 

Leyden and Erskine*s Baber. 

Memoirs of Zehir-ed-Din Muhammed Barer, Emperor of 
Hindustan, written by himself in the Jaghatai Turki, and 
translated partly by the late John Leyden, Esq., M.D., and 
partly by William Erskine, Esq., with Notes and a Geo- 
graphical and Historical Introduction, together with a Map of 
the Countries between the Oxus and Jaxartes, and a Memoir 
regarding its construction. By Charles Waddington, of the 
East India Company's Engineers. 4to. Lond. 1 826. £1 6s. 

Lianconrt*s and Pincott*s Primitive and XJniyersal Laws of 

the Formation and development of language ; a Bational and 
Inductive System founded on the Natural Basis of Onomatops. 
8vo. 12s. M. 

Lockwood (Ed.) Natural History, Sport and Travel. 

By Edwakd Lockwood, Bengal Civil Service, late Magistrate 
of Monghyr. Crown 8vo. With numerous Illustrations. 9s. 

Lovell (Vice-Adm.) Personal Narrative of Events from 

1799 to 1815. With Anecdotes. By the late Vice-Adm. Wm. 
Stanhope Lovell, R.N.,K.H. Second edition. Crown 8vo. 4s. 

UcBean (S.) England, Egypt, Palestine & India by Bailway. 

Popularly Explained. Crown 8vo., with a coloured Map. 4s. 

HacOregor (Col. C. M.) Narrative of a Jonmey throngh 
the Province of Khorassan and on the N. W. Frontier of 
Afghanistan in 1875. By Colonel C. M. MacG-regob, 
C.S.L, CLE., Bengal Staff Corps. 2 vols. 8vo. With 
maj> and numerous illustrations. 30s. 
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Uaggs (J.) Bound Europe with the Crowd. 
Crown 8vo. Ss. 

Hagenis (Lady Louisa) The Challenge of Barletta. By Mas- 
simo D'Azeglio. Rendered into English by Lady Louisa 
Magenis. 2 vols., crown Svo. 5ils. 

Ualleson (CoL 0. B.) Final French Struggles in India 
and on the Indian Seas. Including an Account of the 
Capture of the Isles of France and Bourbon, and Sketches 
of the most eminent Foreign Adventurers in India up to 
the period of that Capture. With an Appendix containing 
an Account of the Expedition from India to Egypt in 1801. 
By Colonel G. B. Malleson, C.S.L Crown Svo. 10s. 6d. 

Ualleson (Col. 0. B.) History of the Indian Uutinyi 

1857-1858, commencing from the close of the Second 
Volume of Sir John Kaye's History of the Sepoy War. 
Vol.1. 8vo. With Map. 20s. 

Contents. Book VII. — Calcutta in May and June. — 
William Tayler and Vincent Eyre. — How Bihar and Calcutta 
were saved. Book VIII. — Mr. Colvin and Agra. — Jhansi 
and Bandalkhand. — Colonel Durand and Holkar. — Sir George 
Lawrence and Rajputana. — ^Brigadier Polwhele's great battle 
and its results. — ^Bareli, Rohilkhand, and Farakhabad. Book 
IX. — ^The relation of the annexation of Oudh to the Mutiny. 
— Sir Henry Lawrence and the Mutiny in Oudh. — The siege 
of Lakhnao. — The first relief of Lakhuao. 

Vol. n. — Including the Storming of Delhi, the Eelief 
of Lucknow, the Two Battles of Cawnpore, the Campaign 
in Eohilkhand, and the movements of the several Columns 
in the N.W. Provinces, the Azimgurh District, and on the 
Eastern and South-Eastem Frontiers. Svo. W'ith 4 Plans. 
20s. 

Vol. IIL 
Book XIII. — Bombay in 1857. Lord Elphinstone. March 
of Woodbum's Column. Mr. Seton-Karr and the Southern 
Maratha Country. Mr. Forjett and Bombay. Asirgarh. Sir 
Henry Durand. March of Stuarfs Column. Holkar and Durand. 
Malwa Campaign. Haidarabad. Major C. Davidson and Salar 
Jang. Sagar and Narbadi Territory. 

Book XIV. — Sir Robert Hamilton and Sir Hugh Rose. Cen- 
tial India Campaign. Whitlock and Kirwi. Sir Hugh Bose 
and Gwaliar. Le Grand Jacob and Western India. 
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Book XV. — ^Lord Canning's Oudh policy. Last Campaign 
in, and pacification of, Oudh. Sir Eobert Napier, Smith, Michell, 
and Tantia Topi. 

Book XVT. — Civil Districts during the Mutiny. Minor 
Actions at Out-stations. 

Book XVII.— Conclusion. 8vo. With Plans. 20s. 

HaUeson (Col. 0. B.) History of AfghauUtan, from the 
Earliest Period to the Outbreak of the War of 1878. 8vo. 
2nd Edition. With Map. 18s. 

Halleson (Col. 0. B.) Herat : The Oarden and Oranary of 

Central Asia. With Map and Index. Svo. 8s. 

Hanning (lllrs.) Ancient and MedisBval India. 

Being the History, Religion, Laws, Caste, Manners and 
Customs, Language, Literature, Poetry, Philosophy, Astronomy, 
Algebra, Medicine, Architecture, Manufactures, Commerce, 
&c., of the Hindus, taken from their writings. Amongst the 
works consulted and gleaned from may be named the Rig Veda, 
Sama Veda, Yajur Veda, Sathapatha Brahmana, Bhagavat 
Gita, The Puranas, Code of Manu, Code of Yajnavalkya, 
Mitakshara, Daya Bhaga, Mahabharata, Atriya, Charaka, 
Susruta, Ramayana, Raghu Vansa, Bhattikavya, Sakuntala, 
Vikramorvasi, Malati and Madhava, Mudra Rakshasa, Ratna- 
vali, Kuraara Sambhava, Prabodha, Chandrodaya, Megha Duta, 
Gita Govinda, Panchatantra, Hitopadesa, Katha Sarit, Sagara, 
Ketala, Panchavinsati, Dasa Kumara Charita, &c. By Mrs. 
Manning, with Illustrations. 2 vols., 8vo. 30s. 

Harvin (Chas.) Colonel GrodekofTs Bide from Samarcand to 

Herat, through Balkh and the Uzbek States of Afghan Turke- 
stan. With his own March-route from the Oxus to Herat, 
By Charles Marvin. Crown 8vo. With Portrait. Ss. 

Hayhew (Edward) Illnstrated Horse Doctor. 

Being an Accurate and Detailed Account, accompanied by 
more than 400 Pictorial Representations, characteristic of the 
various Diseases to which the Equine Race are subjected; 
together with the latest Mode of Treatment, and all the re- 
quisite Prescriptions written in Plain English. By Edward 
Mayhew, M.R.C.V.S. 8vo. 18s. 6d. 

Contents. — The Brain and Nervous System. — The Eyes. — 
The Mouth.— The Nostrils.— The Throat.— The Chest and its 
contents. — The Stomach, Liver, &c. — The Abdomen. — ^The 
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UriTUurj Organs. — ^The Skin. — Specific Diseases. — ^Limbs. — 

The Feet — Injuries. — Operations. 

"The book oonUins nmiij 600 ptgw of yalaable maitor, wfaick 
radeeta great credit on its author, and, owing to its practical details, the 
remit of deep sdentifio research, deserres a {£»» in the library of medical, 
Tatmaarr, and non-professional readers." — J^ld, 

"Ilie book rambhes at once the bane and the antidote, as (he 
drawings show the horse not onlj suffering from ereiy kind of di^ea^ but 
in the diibent stages of it, while the alphabetieal summary at the end gives 
Iha cause, symptoms and treatment of each.** — lUuttrated Londom Newt, 

■ayhew (Bdward) Dlnstrated Horse Kanagement 

Containinf^ descriptiye remarks upon Anatomy, Medicine* 
Shoeing, Teeth, Food, Vices, Stables ; likewise a plain account 
of the situation, nature, and value of the various points; 
together with comments on grooms, dealers, breeders, breakers, 
and trainers ; Embellished with more than 400 engravings 
ftom original designs made expressly for this work. By £, 
Maths w. A new Edition, revised and improved by J. I, 
LcPTON. M.R.C.V.S. 8vo. 12s. 

GoNTBKTS. — The body of the horse anatomically considered* 
Phtsic. — The mode of administering it, and minor operations. 
Shoeing. — Its origin, its uses, and its varieties. The Teeth. 
— Their natural growth, and the abuses to which they are liable. 

FiH-^D. — The fittest, time for feeding, and the kind of food 
which the )iorse naturally consumes. The evils which are 
occasioned by modem stables. The faults inseparable from 
stables. The so-called " incapacitating vices," which are the 
results of injury or of disease. Stables as they should be. 
Grooms. — Their pi'ejudices, their injuries, and their duties. 
Points. — Their relative importance and where to look for their 
development. Brekding. — Its iuconsisiencies and its disap- 
pointments. l^iiEAKiNG AND TRAINING. — Thcu* eiTors and 
tlieir results. 

Kayhew (Henry) Oerman Life and Manners. 

As seen in baxony. With an account of Town Life — Village 
Life — Fashionable Life — Married Life — School and Univereity 
Life, &c, IDusti^ted with Songs and Pictures of the Student 
Customs at the University of Jena. By Henry Mayhew, 
H vols., 8vo., with numerous illustrations. 18s. 

A Popular Edition of the above. With illustrations. Cr. Svo. Ts. 
** Fnll of ori«rinal thought and obserration, and may be studied with pro* 
fit by both Qerman and English— especially by the GtennanJ'jiiheMamm, 
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McCosli (J.) Advice to Officers in India. 
By John McCosh, M.D. Post 8vo. Bs. 

Xeadow (T.) Notes on China. 

Desultory Notes on the Government and People of China and 
on the Chinese Language. By T. T. Meadows. 8vo. 9b. 

Henzies (S.) Turkey Old and New : Historical, Geographical, 

and Statistical. By Sutherland Menzies. With Map and 
numerous Illustrations. 2 vols., 8vo. 82s. 



Military Works — chiefly issned hy the Oovemment 

Field Exercises and Evolutions of Infantry. Pocket edition. Is. 
Queen's Regulations and Orders for the Army. Corrected to 
1874. Syo. 8s. 6d. Interleaved, Ss. 6d. Pocket Edition, Is. 

Musketry Regulations, as used at Hythe. Is. 

Dress Regulations for the Army. 1875. Is, M, 

Infantry Sword Exercise. 1875. 6d. 

Infantry Bugle Sounds. 6d. 

Handbook of Battalion Drill. By Lieut. H. C. Slack. Ss ; 
or with Company Drill, 2s. 6d. 

Handbook of Brigade Drill. By Lieut. H. C. Slack. 3s. 

Red Book for Sergeants. By William Bright, Colour- 
Sergeant, 37th Middlesex B.y. Is. 

Handbook of Company Drill ; also of Skirmishing, Battalion, 
and Shelter Trench Drill. By Lieut. Chablbs Slack. Is. 

Elementary and Battalion Drill. Condensed and Illustrated, 
together with duties of Company Officers, Markers, &c., in Batta« 
lion. By Captain Maltok. 2s. 6d. 

Cavalry Regulations. For the Instruction, Formations, and 

MoYements of Cavalry. Boyal 8vo. 4s. 6d. 
Cavalry Sword, Carbine, Pistol and Lance Exercises, together 

with Field Gun DriU. Pocket Edition. Is. 

Manual of Artillery Exercises, 1873. 8vo. 5s. 
Manual of Field Artillery Exercises. 1877. 3«. 

Standing Orders for Royal Artillery. 8vo, Ss. 

Principles and Practice of Modem Artillery. By Lt.-Col. C. 

H. OwsK, B.A. Svo. Illustrated. 158. 
Artillerist's Manual and British Soldiers* Compendium. By 

Major F. A. Gbittiths. 11th Edition. 5s. 

Compendium of Artillery Exercises — Smooth Bore, Field, and 
Garrison Artillery for Iteserve Forces. By Captain J. M. McEensie. 
ds. 6d. 
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Principles of Gunnery. By John T. Hyde, M.A., late Pro- 
fettOT of Fortification and Artilleiy, Boyal Indian Military College, 
Addiioombe. Second edition, reyised and enlarged. With many 
PUtei and Cuts, and Photograph of Armstrong G-un. Boyal Bwo, 
14m, 

Notes on Gunnery. By Captain Goodeve. Eevised Edition, 
It. 

Text Book of the Construction and Manufacture of Hifled 
Ordnance in the British Senrice. By Stoksy & Jokes. Second 
Edition. Paper, Ss. 6d., Cloth, 48. 6d. 

Handbooks of the 9, IG, and 64-Pounder R. M. L 
Conrerted Guns. 6d. each. 

Handb'^nk of the 9 and 16-inch R. M. L. Guns. Cd. each. 

Handbook of 40-Pounder B. L. Gun. 6J. 

Handbooks of 0-inch RiBe !Muzzle Loading Guns of 1^ tons, 
and the 10>inch i^un of 18 tons. 6d. each. 

Treatise on Fortification and Artillery. By Major Hectob 
Stbaith. Kevised and re-arranged hy Thomas Cook, B.K., hy 
John T. Hyde, M.A. 7th Edition. Eoyal8?o. Illustrated and 
Four Hundred Plans, Cuts, &c. £2 28. 

Military Surveying and Field Sketching. The Various 
Methods of Contouring, Leyelling, Sketching without Instruments, 
Scale of Shade, Examplej in Military Drawing, &c., &c., &c. As at 
present taught in the MiUtary Colleges'. By Major W. H. Bichabds, 
65th Begiment, Chief G-arrison Instructor in India, Late Instruc- 
tor in Military Surveying, Royal Mihtary College, Sandhurst. 
Second Edition, Bevised and Corrected. I2s. 

Treatise on Military Surveying; including Sketching in the 
Field, Plan-Drawing, Levelling, MiUtary Beconnaissance, &c. By 
Lieut.-Col. Basil Jacesok, late of the Boyal Staff Corps. The 
Fifth Edition. Svo. Illustrated by Plans, &c. 14s. 

Instruction in Military Engineering. Vol. 1., Part III. 4s. 

Elementary Principles of Fortification. A Text-Book for 
Military Examinations. By J. T. Hyde, M.A. Boyal Svo. With 
numerous Plans and Illustrations. 10s. 6d. 

Military Train Manual. Is. 

The Sappers' Manual. Compiled for the use of Engineer 
Volunteer Corps. By Col. W. A. Feankland, B.E. With 
numerous Illustrations. 2s. 

Ammunition. A descriptive treatise on the different Projectiles 
Charges, Fuzes, Bockets, &c., at present in use for Land and Sea 
Service, and on other war stores manufactured in the Boyal 
Laboratory. 6s, 

Hand-book on the Manufacture and Proof of G-unpowder. as 
carried on at the Boyal Gunpowder Factory, Waltham Abbey. Sa, 
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Eegulations for the Training of Troops for service in the Field 
and for the conduct of Peace Manoeuyres. 28. 

Hand-book Dictionary for the Militia and Volunteer Services, 
Containing a variety of useful information, Alphabetically arranged. 
Pocket size, 3s. 6d. ; by post, Ss. 8d. 

Gymnastic Exercises, System of Fencing, and Exercises for 
the Begulation Clubs. In one volume. Crown 8vo. 1877. 2s. 

Army Equipment. Prepared at the Topographical and 
Statistical Department, War Office. By CoL Sir Henby Jambs, 
E.E., F.R.S., &c.. Director. 

Pabt. 1. — Cavalry, Compiled by Lieut. H. M, Hozibb, 2nd Life 

Guards. Boyal 8vo. 48. 
Part 4. — Militwry Train, Compiled by Lieut. H. M. Hozieb, 

2nd Life Guards. Boyal 8vo. 28. 6d. 
Pabt h.^ Infantry, Compiled by Capt. P. Mabtdt Pbtbib, 

EoyalSvo. With Plates. 5s. 
Pabt 6. — Commissariat, Compiled by Lieut. H« M. Hozieb, 2nd 

Life Guards. Boyal 8vo. Is. 6d. 
Pabt 7. — Sospital Service, Compiled by Cape. Mabtin Petbis. 

Royal Svo. With Plates. 5s. 

Text-Book on the Theory and Motion of Projectiles ; the His- 
tory, Manufacture, and Explosive Force of Gunpowder ; the History 
of Small Arms. For Officers sent to School of Musketry. Is. 6d« . 

Notes on Ammunition. 4th Edition. 1877. Qs. 6d. 
Regulations and Instructions for Encampments. 6d. 
Rules for the Conduct of the War Game. 2s. 

Medical Regulations for the Army, Instructions for the Army, 
Comprising duties of Officers, Attendants* and Nurses, &o. Is. 6d. 

Purveyors* Regulations and Instructions, for Guidance of 
Officers of Purveyors* Department of the Army, 3s. 

Priced Vocabulary of Stores used in Her Majesty's Service. 4s. 
Transport of Sick and Wounded Troops. By Dr. Longmore. 5s. 
Precedents in Military Law. By Lt-Col. W. Hough. Svo. 26s. 

The Practice of Courts-Martial, hy Hough & Long. Svo. 26s. 

Manual of Military Law. For all ranks of the Army, Militia, 
and Volunteer Services. By Colonel J. K. PlPON, and J. F. CoL- 
liiEB, Esq. Third and Revised Edition. Pocket size. Ss. 

Regulations applicable to the European Officer in India. Con- 
taining Stafif Corps Eules, Staff Salaries, Commands, Furlough and 
Retirement Regulations, &o. By Geobge E. CoCHEAifB, late 
Assistant MiHtary Secretary, India OHice. 1 vol.,«post Svo. 7h 6d. 
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Reserve Force; Guide to Examinations, for the use of Captains 
and Sabalternt of Infantry, Militia, and Rifle Yofamteen, and for Ser- 
jeanto of Volunteers. Bj Oapt. &. H. Gbiatzs. 2nd edit. 2b. 

The Military Encyclopffidia ; referring exclusively to the 
MilitaiT Sciences, Memoirs of distingnished Soldiers, and the Nam^ 
tives of Bonarkable Battles. By J. H. Stooquzlbb. 8vq. 129. 

The Operations of War Explained and Illustrated. By Col. 
Hamlet. New Edition Bevised, with Plates. Boyal 8vo. 30s. 

Lessons of War. As taught by the Great Masters and Others ; 
Selected and Arranged from the various operations in War. By 
Fbaitce James Soady, Lieut.*Ool., BJL Boyal 8vo. 21s. 

The Soldiers' Pocket Book for Field Service. By Col. Sir 
Gasket J. Wolseley. 2nd Edition. Berised and Enlarged. 4b. 6d. 

The Surgeon's Pocket Book, an Essay on the best Treatment of 
Wounded iu War. By Surgeon Major J. H. Pobtbb. 7s. 6d. 

A Precis of Modern Tactics. By Colonel Home. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

Armed Strength of Austria. By Capt. Cooke. , 2 pts. £1 2s. 

Armed Strength of Denmark. 8s. 

Armed Strength of Russia. Translated from the German. Ts. 

Armed Strength of Sweden and Norway. 8s. 6d. 

Armed Strength of Italy- 5s. 6d. 

Armed Strength of Germany. Part I. 8s. 6d. 

The Franco-German War of 1870—71. By Capt. C. H. 
Olabee. Vol. I. £1 68. Sixth Section. Ss. Seventh Section 
6s. Eighth Section. 38. Kinth Section. 4s. 6d. Tenth Section. 66. 
Eleventh Section. 5s. 8d. Twelfth Section. 4s. 6d. 

The Campaign of 1 866 in Germany. Royal 8vo. With Atlas, Sis. 
Celebrated Naval and Military Trials. By Peter Burke. 
Post 8vo., cloth . lOs. 6d. 

Military Sketches. By Sir Lasoelles Wraxall. Post 8vo. 6s. 

Military Life of the Duke of Wellington. By Jackson and 
Scott. 2 Vols. 8vo. Maps, Flans, &c. 12s. 

Single Stick Exercise of the Aldershot Gymnasium. 6d. 

Treatise on Military Carriages, and other Manufactures of th# 
Koyal Carriage Department. 5s. 

Steppe Campaign Lectures. 2s. 

Manual of Instructions for Army Surgeons. Is 

R(3gulations for Army Hospital Corps. 9d. 
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Manual of Instructions for Non- Com missioned Ofl&cers, Army 
Hospital Corps. 2s. 

Handbook for Military Artificers. 3s. 

Instructions for the use of Auxiliary Cavalry. 2s. 6d. 

Equipment Regulations for the Army. 5s. 6d. 

Statute Law relating to the Array. Is. 3d. 

Regulations for Commissariat and Ordnance Department 2s. 

Regulations for the Commissariat Department. Is. 6d. 

Regulations for the Ordnance Department. Is. 6d. 

Artillerist's Handbook of Reference for the use of the Royal 
and Beserre Artillery, by Will and Dalton. 58. 

An Essay on the Principles and Construction of Military 
Bridges, by Snt Howabd Doitolas. 1853. ISs. 



*8 History of Britisli India, 
With Kotes and Continuation. By H. H. Wilson. 9 vols* 
cr. 8vo. £2 10s. 

Hitford (Maj. B. C. W.) To Caubul with the Cavalry 

Brigade. A Narrative of Personal Experiences with the 
Force under General Sir F. S. Roberts, G.C.B. With Map 
and Illustrations from Sketches by the Author. By Major R. 
C. W. MiTFORD, 14th Bengal Lancers. Bvo. 9s. 

Hnller's (Max) Eig-Yeda-Sanhita. 

The Sacred Hymns of the Brahmins ; together with the 
Commentary of Sayanacharya. Published under the Patron- 
age of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India in 
Council. 6 vols., 4to. £2 10s. per volume. 

Itysteries of the Vatican ; 

Or Crimes of the Papacy. From the German of Dr. Theodobb 
Gbeisukger. 2 Vols, post Bvo. 21s. 
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Krgis and BiaTnillah, 

N IRQ is; a Tale of the Indian Mutiny, from the Diaiy of a 
Slave Girl : and Bismillah ; or, Happy Days in Cashmere. 
By Hafiz Allabd. Post 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Votes on the North Western Froyinoes of India. 

By a District Officer. 2nd Edition. Post 8vo., cloth. 6s. 

Contents. — Area and Population. — Soils. — Crops. — Irriga- 
tion. — Rent. — Rates. — Land Tenures. 

Ofbome (IKis. W.) Pilgrimage to Mecca (A). 

By the Nawab Sikandar Begum of Bhopal. Translated from 
the Original Urdu. By Mks. Willoughby Osborne. Followed 
by a Sketch of the History of Bhopal. By Col. Willoughby- 
OsBORNE, C.B. With Photographs, and dedicated, by permis- 
sion, to Her Majesty, Queen Victoria. Post 8vo. £1, Is. 

This is a highly important book, not only for its Hterary merit, and the 
information it contains, but also from the fact of its being the first work 
written by an Indian lady, and that lady a Queen. 

Owen (Sidney) India on the Eve of the British Conquest. 
A Historical Sketch. By Sidney Owen, M.A. Reader in 
Indian Law and History in the University of Oxford, 
Formerly Professor of History in the Elphinstone College, 
Bombay. Post 8vo. Ss. 

Ozenham (Eev. H. N.) Catholic Eschatology and XJniver- 

salism. * An Essay on the Doctrine of Future Retribution. 
Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Oxenham (Bev. H. N.) Cafholic Doctrine of the Atonement. 

An Historical Inquiry into its Development in the Church, with 
an Introduction on the Principle of Theological Development. 
By H. NuTcoMBE Oxenham, M.A. 2nd Edit. 8vo. 1 Os. 6d. 

" It is one of the ablest and probably one of the most charmingly 
written treatises on the subject which exists in our language." — IHmeg, 

Ozenham (H. N.) The First Age of Christianity and the Chnreh. 

By John Ignatius Dollinger, D.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History in the University of Munich, &c., &c. Translated 
from the German bv Henrv Nutcombe Oxenham, M.A., late 
Scholar of Baliol College, Oxford. Third Edition. 2 vols. 
Crown 8vo. 18s. 
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Ozanam's (A. F.) Civilisation in the Fifth Centnry. From 
the French. By The Hon. A. C. Glyn. 2 Vols., post 8vo. 
21s. 

Fehody (Charles) Authors at Work. 

Francis Jeffrey — Sir Walter Scott — Robert Burns — Charles 
Lamb — R. B. Sheridan — Sydney Smith — Macaulay — Byron 
Wordsworth — Tom Moore — Sir James Mackintosh. Post 8vo. 
10s. 6d. 

Felly (Sir Lewis). The Miracle Flay of Hasan and Husain. 

Collected from Oral Tradition by Colonel Sir Lewis Pellt, 
K.C.B., K.C.S.I., formerly serving in Persia as Secretary 
of Legation, and Political Resident in the Persian G-uK. 
Revised, with Explanatory Notes, by Abthub N. Wol* 
LASTON, H.M. Indian (Home) Service, Translator of Anwar- 
i-Suhaili, &c. 2 Vols, royal 8vo. 32s. 

Fipon and Collier's Mannal of Military Law. 

By Colonel J. K. Pipon, and J. F. Collier, Esq., of the 
Liner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 5s. 

Follock (Field Marshal Sir George) Life & Correspondence. 

By C. R. Low. 8vo. With portrait. 18s. 

* 

Fope (G. XJ.) Text-book of Indian History ; with Geogra- 
phical Notes, Genealogical Tables, Examination Questions, 
and Chronological, Biographical, G eographical , and General 
Indexes. For the use of Schools, Colleges, and Private Stu- 
dents. By the Rev. G. U. Pope, D.D., Principal of Bishop 
Cotton's Grammar School and College, Bangalore ; Fellow of 
the Madras University. Third Edition, thoroughly revised. 
Feap. 4to. 12s. 

Fractice of Conrts Martial. 

By Hough & Long. 8vo. London. 1825. 26s. 

Frichard's Chronicles of Budgepore, &c. 

Or Sketches of Life in Upper India. 2 Vols., Foolscap Svo. 12s ' 

Frinsep (H. T.) Historical Results. 

Deducible from Recent Discoveries in Affghanistan. By H, 
T. Prinsep. Svo. Lond. 1844. 15s. 
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Prixuep (H. T.) Tibet, Tartary, and Mozigolia. 

By Uenby T. Pbinskp, Esq. Second edition. Post 8vo. 6s. 

Prinsep (H. T.) Political and Military Transactions in India. 

2 Vols. 8vo. London, 18;25. 18s. 

Bayerty (Major H. 0) The Pnslito Mannal; comprising a 
Condensed Grammar, with Idiomatic Phrases, Exercises and 
Dialogues, and Vocabulary. By Major H. G. Eaverty, 
Bombay Army, Retired List. Fcap. 6s. 

Sichards (Major W. H.) Military Surveying, &c. 

I'^s. (See page 20.) 

Sowe (E.) Picked np in the Streets ; or, Struggles for Life 
among the London Poor. By Richakd PtowE, " Good Words " 
Commissioner, Author of "Jack Afloat and Ashore," &c. 
Crown Bvo. Illustrated. 6s. 

Snmsey (Almaric) Moohnnimndan Law of Inheritance, and 

Rights and Relations affecting it. Sunni Doctrine. Com- 
prising, together with much collateral information, the sub- 
stance, greatly expanded, of the author's ** Chart of Family 
Inheritance." By Almaric Rumsey, of Lincoln's Inn, Bar- 
rister-at-Law, Professor of Indian Jurisprudence at King's 
College, London. Author of '* A Chart of Hindu Family 
Inheritance." 8vo. 12s. 

Snmsey (Almaric) A Chart of Hindu Family Inheritance. 

Second Edition, much enlarged. 8vo. 6s. 6d. 

Sachau (Dr. G. Ed.) The Chronology of Ancient Nations. An 

English Version of the Arabic Text of the Athar-ut Baldya of 
Albiruni, or " Vestiges of the Past." Collected and reduced 
to writing by the Author in a.h. 390-1, a.d. 1,000. Trans- 
lated and Edited, with Notes and Index, by Dr. C. Edward 
Sachau, Professor in the Royal University of Berlin. Pub- 
lished for the Oriental Translation Fund of Great Britain and 
Ireland. Royal 8vo. 4J2s. 

Sanderson (G. F.) Thirteen Years among the Wild 

Beasts of India ; their Haunts and Habits, from Personal 
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Observation ; with an account of the Modes of Capturing and 
Taming Wild Elephants. By G. P. Sanderson, Officer in 
Charge of the Government Elephant Keddahs at Mysore. 
With 21 full page Illustrations and three Maps. Second 
Edition. Fcp. 4to. £1 6s. 

Sewell (E.) Analytical History of India. 

From the earliest times to the Abolition of the East India 
Company in 1858. By Eobebt Sewell, Madras Civil Service. 
Post 8vo. 8s. 

**♦ The object of this work is to supply the want which has 
been felt by students for a condensed outline of Indian History 
which would serve at once to recall the memory and guide the 
eye, while at the same time it has been attempted to render it 
interesting to the general reader by preserving a medium 
between a bare analysis and a complete history. 

Shadow of a Life (The) A Girrs Story. 

By Beryl Hope. 3 vols., post Bvo. 31s. 6d. 

Sherer (J. W.) The Conjuror's Daughter. 

A Tale. By J. W. Sherer, C.S.I. With Illustrations by 
Alf. T. Elwes and J. Jellicose. Cr. 8vo. 68. 

Sherer (J. W.) Who is Mary ? 

A Cabinet Novel, in one volume. By J. W. Shbeee, Esq.', 
C.S.I. 10s. 6d. 

Signor Monaldini's Niece. 

A Novel of Italian Life. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

Simpson (H. T.) Archeeologia Adelensis; or a History of the 

Parish of Adel, in the West Riding of Yorkshire. Being 
an attempt to delineate its Past and Present Associations, 
Archaeological, Topographical, and Scriptural. By Henry 
Traill Simpson, M.A., late Eector of Adel. With nu- 
merous etchings by W. Lloyd Ferguson. Roy. Bvo. 21s. 

Solymos (B.) Desert Life. EecoUections of an Expedition 
in the Soudan. By B. Solymos (B. E. Falkonbero), Civil 
Engineer. 8vo. 15 s. 
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SUrling (H. H.) ladiam CriMbttl Law aiid BrooedBxe. 

Third editioo. 8fo. £2 2s. See page ]2. 

Steele (A.) Law and Caitoms of Hmdm Castet. 

Bt Abthtb Steele. Royal 8to. dBl. Is. [See page 12.) 

ttent (O. C.j Entombed Alive, 

And other Songs and Ballads. (From the Chinese.) Bj 
Geoege Cabteb SrENT, M.R.A.S., of the Chinese Imperial 
Maritime Customs Service, author of " Chinese and English 
Vocabularr," " Chinese and English Pocket Dictionary/' " The 
Jade Chaplet," Ac. Crown 8vo. With four Illustrations. Qs. 

Stothard (B. T.) The A B C of Art 

Being a system of delineating forms and objects in nature ne- 
cessary for the attainments of a draughtsman. By Robkbt T. 
Stothaed, F.S.A., late H.D.S.A. Fcap. Is. 

Strange's (Sir T.) Hindu Law. 

2 Vols. Royal 8to. 1830. 24s. (See page 12.) 

Swinnerton (Bey. C.) The Afghan War. Oongh's Action at 

habad. By the Rev. C. Swinnerton, Chaplain in the 
with the First Division, Peshawar Valley Field Force. 
Frontispiece and Two Plans. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

Thomson's Lnnar and Horary Tables. 

For New and Concise Methods of Performing the Calculations 
necessary for ascertaining the Longitude by Lunar Observa- 
tions, or Chronometers ; with directions for acquiring a know- 
ledge of the Principal Fixed Stars and finding the Latitude of 
them. By David Thomson. SLxty-fifth edit. Royal 8 vo. 10s. 

Thornton's History of India. 

The History of the British Empire in India, by Edward 
Thornton, Esq. Containing a Copious Glossary of Indian 
Terms, and a Complete Chronological Index of Events, to aid 
the Aspirant for Public Examinations. Third edition. 1 vol. 
8vo. With Map. 128. 

%* The Idhrarif Litton of the above in 6 volumes^ Boo., may le 
hac^prioe£2 Ss. 
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Thornton's Gazetteer of India. 

Compiled chiefly from the records at the India OflBce. Bj 
Edward Thornton. 1 vol., 8vo., pp. 1015. With Map. 2l8. 

*,ie* The chief objects in vieto in compiling this OaxeUeer are: — 
Ist. To fix the relative position of the various cities, townsy and villagea 

with as much precision as possible, and to exhihil vfith the greaiegt 

practicable brevity all that is knoum respecting them ; and 
2ndly. To note the various countries, provinces, or territorial divisions, and 

to describe the physical characteristics of each, together with their 

statistical, social, and political circumstances. 

To these are added minute descriptions of the principal river$ 
and chains of mountains; thus presenting to the reader, within a brief cow^ 
pass, a mass of information which cannot otherwise be obtained, except firom 
a multipUcUg of volumes and manuscript records. 

The Library Edition, 

4 vols., 8vo. Notes, Marginal References, and Map. £2 168. 

Thornton (E.) Gazetteer of the Pniganby Afighanistan, &o 

Gazetteer of the Countries adjacent to India, on the north- 
west, including Scinde, Affghanistan, Beloochistan, thePunjaub, 
and the neighbouring States. By Edward Thornton, Esq. 
2 vols. 8vo. £1 5s. 

Thornton (T.) East India Calcnlator. 

By T. Thornton. Bvo. London, 1823. lOs. 

Thornton (T.) History of the Pnnjanb, 

And of the Rise, Progress, and Present Condition of the 
Sikhs. By T. Thornton. 2 Vols. Post 8vo. 8s. 

Tilley (H. A.) Japan, the Amoor and the Pacific. 

With notices of other Places, comprised in a Voyage of Circum- 
navigation in the Imperial Russian Corvette Rynda, in 1858— 
1800. By Henry A. Tilley. Eight Illustrations. 8vo. 16s. 

Tod (Col. Jas.) Travels in Western India. 

Embracing a visit to the Sacred Mounts of the Jains* 
and the most Celebrated Shrines of Hindu Faith between 
Rajpootana and the Indus, vdth an account of the Ancient 
City of Nehrwalla. By the late Lieut.-Col. James Tod, 
Illustrations. Royal 4to. £3 3s. 

%* This is a companion volume to Colonel ToW» Sqfastham* 
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THmen (Capt B.) Segimenti of fhe Britith Amy, 

Chrooologicallj arranged. Showing their Historj, Sendees, 
Uniform, &c. By Captain R. Tbuus, late 35th Eegiment. 
8¥o. lOd. 6d. 

Trotter (L. J.) History of India. 

The Historj of the British Empire in India, from the 
Appointment of Lord Hardinge to the Death of Lord Canning 
(1844 to 1862). By Captain Lionel Jamss Tsottbb, late 
Bengal Fusiliers. 2 toIs. 8vo. 16s. each. 

Trotter (L. J.) Lord Lawrenee. 

A Sketch of his Career. Fcap. Is. 6d. 

Trotter (L. J.) Warren Hastings, a Biography. 

Bj Captain Lionel James Tbotteb, Bengal H. P., author 
of a ** History of India,** ** Studies in Biography," &c 
Crown 8yo. Os. 

Turkish Cookery Book (The). 

A Collection of Receipts from the best Turkish Authorities. 
Done into English by Farabi Efendi. 12mo. Cloth. Ss. 6d. 

Tamhery (A.) Sketches of Central Asia. 

Additional Chapters on My Travels and Adventiures, and of the 

Ethnology of Central Asia. By Armenius Vambery. 8vo. 168. 

** A Talaable guide on almost untrodden ground." — Athenattm. 

Victoria Cross (The) An Official Chronicle of Deeds of Per- 
sonal Valour achieved in the presence of the Enemy during 
the Crimean and Baltic Campaigns and the Indian, Chinese, 
New Zealand, and African Wars. From the Institution of the 
Order in 1856 to 1880. Edited by Robert W. O'Byrne. 
Crown 8vo. With Plate. 5s. 

Waring (E. J.) Pharmacopoeia of India. 

By Edward John Waring, M.D., <fec. 8vo. 6s. (See page 2.) 

Watson (M.) Money. 

By Jules Tahdieu. Translated from the French by Mar- 
garet Watson. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 
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Watson (Dr. J. Forbes) Textile Mannfiactores and Costumes 

of the People of India. As originally prepared under the 
Authority of the Secretary of State for India in Council. 
By J. Forbes Watson, M.A., M.D., F.K.A.S., Reporter on 
the Products of India. Folio, half-morocco. With numerous 
Coloured Photographs. £3. 5s. 

Tkis work — hy affatrding a Jcey to the Fashions ofths People^ and to 
the Cotton^ Silk, and Wool TeaUIes in actual use in India — is of special 
interest to Manufacturers, Merchants, and Agents; as also to the Student 
and lover of ornamental art, 

Watson (Dr. J. F.) and J. W. Kaye, Eaces and Tribes of 

Hindostan. The People of India. A series of Photographic 
Illustrations of the Races and Tribes of Hindustan. Prepared 
under the Authority of the Government of India, by J. Forbes 
Watson, and John William Kate. The Work contains 
about 450 Photographs on mounts, in Eight Volumes, super 
royal 4.to. £3. 5s. per volume. 

Webb (Dr. A.) Fathologia^Indica. 

Based upon Morbid Specimens from all parts of the Indian 
Empire. By Allan Webb, B.M.S. Second Edit. 8vo. 14s. 

Wellesley's Despatches. 

The Despatches, Minutes, and Correspondence of the Marquis 
Wellesley, K.G., during his Administration in India. 6 vols. 
8vo. With Portrait, Map, &c. ^66. 10s. 

This work should he perused hy aU who proceed to India in the 
Civil Services. 



Wellington in India. 

Military Histoiy of the Duke of Wellington in India. 1 s . 

Wilberforce (E.) Franz Schnbert. 

A Musical Biography, from the German of Dr. Heinrich 
Kreisle von Hellborn. By Edward Wilberforce, Esq., 
Author of "Social Life in Munich." Post 8vo. 6s. 

Wilk's Sonth of India. 

3 vols. 4to. £5. 5s, 
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Wilkiii8(W.N'.)Vi8iialArt; or Nature through the Healtiiy Eye. 

With some remarks on Originality and Free Trade, Artistic 
Copyright, and Durability. By Wm. Noy Wilkins, Author of 
*• Art Impressions of Dresden," &c. 8vo. 6s. 

Williams (F.) Lives of the English Cardinals. 

The Lives of the English Cardinals, from Nicholas Break- 
speare (Pope Adrien IV.) to Thomas Wolsey, Cardinal Legate. 
With Historical Notices of the Papal Court. By Folkestokb 
Williams. 2 vols., 8vo. 14s. 

Williams (F.) Life, &c., of Bishop Atterhnry. 

The Memoir and Correspondence of Francis Atterbury, Bishop 
of Rochester, with his distinguished contemporaries. Compiled 
chiefly from the Atterbury and Stuart Papers. By Folkestoxb 
Williams, Author of ** Lives of the English Cardinals," &c., 
2 vols. 8vo. 14s. 

Williams (llfonier) Indian Wisdom. 

Or Examples of the Religious, Philosophical and Ethical 
Doctrines of the Hindus. With a brief History of the Chief 
Departments of Sanscrit Literature, and some account of the 
Past and Present Condition of India, Moral and Intellectual. 
By MoNiER Williams, M.A„ Boden Professor of Sanscrit in 
in the University of Oxford. Third Edition. 8vo. 15s. 

Wilson (H.H.) Glossary of Judicial and Eevenne Terms, and of 

useful Words occurring in Of&cial Documents relating to the 
Administration of the Government of British India. From the 
Arabic, Persian, Hindustani, Sanskrit, Hindi, Bengali, Uriya, 
Marathi, Guzarathi, Telugu, Kamata, Tamil, Malayalam, and 
other Languages. Compiled and published under the autho- 
rity of the Hon. the Court of Directors of the E. L Company. 
4 to., cloth. £1 10s. 

White (S. D.) Indian Eeminiscences. 

By Colonel S. Dewe' White, late Bengal Staff Corps. 8vo. 
With 10 Photographs. 14s. 
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Wollaston (Arthnr N.) Anwari Snhaili, or Lights of Canopns 

Commonly known as Kalilah and Damnab, being an adaptation 
of tbe Fables of Bidpai. Translated from the Persian. Royal 
8vo., 42s. ; also in royal 4to., with illuminated borders, de- 
signed specially for the work, cloth, extra gilt. £3 1 3s. 6d. 

Wollaston (Arthur N.) Elementary Indian Eeadec 

Designed for the use of Students in the Anglo- Vernacular 
Schools in India. Fcap. Is. 

Woolrych (Serjeant W. H.) 

Lives of Eminent Serjeants-at-Law of the English Bar. By 
Humphry W„ Woolrych, Serjeant-at-Law. 2 vols. 8vo. 30s. 

Wraxall (Sir L., Bart.) Caroline llfatilda. 

Queen of Denmark, Sister of George 3rd. From Family and 
State Papers. By Sir Lascelles Wraxall, Bart. 8 vols., 8vo. 
18s. 

Young (J. E.) Course of Mathematics. 

A Course of Elementary Mathematics for the use of candidates 
for admission into either of the Military Colleges; of appli- 
cants for appointments in the Home or Indian Civil Services ; 
and of mathematical students generally. By Professor J. R. 
Young. In one closely-printed volume. 8vo., pp. 648. ISs. 

" In the work before us he has digested a complete Elementaiy 
Course, by aid of his long experience as a teEU)her and writer ; and he haa 
produced a very useful book. Mr. Young has not allowed his own taste 
to role the distribution, but has adjusted his parts with the skill of a 
veteran." — Athenceum, 
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Works in the Press. 

■enr, fhe Queen of fhe World and fhe Scourge of fhe Men* 

stealing Turcomans. By Charles Mabtin, author of " The 
Disastrous Turcoman Campaign/' and *^ GrodekofiTs Bide to 
Herat." 

In Znlnland with fhe British, throughout the War of 1879. 

Bj Charles L. Norris-Newiian, Special Correspondent of 
the London '* Standard,'' Cape Town ^ Standard and Mail," 
and the '' Times " of Natal. 8yo. With Plans and Blustrar 
tions. 

Sketches from Nipal, Historical and Descriptiye ; with Anec- 

dotes of the Court Life and Wild Sports of the Country in the 
time of Maharaja Jang Bahadur, G.C.B. ; to ^hich is added 
an Essay on Nipalese Buddhism. By the late A. A. Oldfield, 
M.D., many years Resident at Kathmandu. Two vols. Illus- 
trated. 

The Lyrical Drama: Essays on Subjects, Composers, and 

Executants of Modem Opera. By H. Sutherland Edwards, 
Author of " The Eussians at Home and Abroad," &c. 



Stories of the City of London ; Eetold for Yonthfol Beaders. 
By Mrs. Newton Crosland. 

These Stories range from the early days of Old London Bridge and the 
Settlement of the Knights Templars in England to the time of the Gordon 
Biots ; with incidents in the Life of Brunei in relation to the Thames 
Tunnel ; narrated Irom Personal recollections. 



The Expiring Continent; A Narrative of Travel in Sene- 

gambia, with Observations on Native Character; Present 
Condition and Future Prospects of Africa and Colonisation. 
By Alex. Wjll. Mitchieson. 

Hemoirs of a Orififin ; or, A Cadet's First Year in India. By 
Captain Bellew. Illustrated from Designs by the Author. 
A New Edition. 
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A Dictionary of Ethnological and Philological Oeography. 
By R. G. Latham, M.A., M.D., F.R.S., &c. 

Incidents of a Jonmey through Nnbia to Darfoor. By 

Sydney Eksob, C.E. 

The History of China. By Demetrius Charles Bouloeb, 
Author of " England and Russia in Central Asia,'* &c. 

The History of India, as told by its own Historians ; the 
Local Muhammadan Dynasties. Vol. I. Guzerat. By John 
DowsoN, M.R.A.S., late Professor of the Staff College. 
Forming a Sequel in two or more volumes to Sir H. M. 
Elliott's Original work on the Muhammadan period of the 
History of India ; already edited, annotated, and amplified by 
the same Author. Published under the Patronage of H.M.*s 
Secretary of State for India. 

With the Humim Valley Force in the Canbnl Campaign of 

1878-79. By Major J. A. S. Colquhoun, R.A. 



New Editions of Works hy Parker Gilmorb (" Ubique.") 
A Eide through Hostile Africa. Illustrated. 
In the Backwoods. Illustrated. 
On the Prairies. Illustrated. 



Hansnkhi and Snndar Singh; a Hindu Tale. Hindustani 
and English. With 24 Illustrations. By H. B. W. Garrick. 

An Integral Calculus. Simplified for Schools. By W. P. 
Lynam, Indian Public Works Department. 

Luck, and what came of it. A New Novel. By Charles 
Mageay, LL.D. 

Catholic Doctrine of the Atonement : an Historical Inquiry 

into its Development in the Church, with an Introduction o^ 
the Principle of Theological Development. By H. Nutcombb 
Oxenham. a new and enlarged edition. 
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AmMtftial Lidez to Sir John Katz*8 Historj of tbe Sepoj 
War, and Col. G. B. Mallbsox s Histoir of the Indiaa 
Hutinj, combined in one volume. Bj Fbrderic Pixcott 
A.ik.A.S. 

Aieentad Four-Figure Logarithflis, and other Tables. For 

purposes both of Ordinary and of Trigonometrical Calculation, 
and for the Correction of Altitudes and Lunar Distances. 
Arranged and accented by Lowis D*A. Jackson, A.M.S.C.E., 
Author of " Canal and Culvert Tables," ** Hydraulic Manual,** 
Ac. 

An Arabic ¥anual. By Professor £. H. Palubr. 

A Hindi Manual. Bj Frederic Pincott, M.R.A.S. 
An Bngliah-Arabic Dictionary. By Dr. Steingass. 

An English-Persian Dictionary. Compiled from Original 
Sources. By Arthur N. Wollaston, M.E.A.S., Translator 
of the '' Anwar-i-Suhaili.'* 

An English-Hindi Dictionary. By Fhedeiuc Pincott, M.R.A.S. 

Posthumous Papers of C. J. F. S. Forbes relative to the 

language and races of Burma. 

Whisperings in the Wood. From the Swedish of Zacharias 
Tropelius. By Albkut Alberg. 

Chili : its People and Eesources. Notes of a Visit during the 
War of 1879-1880. By R. Nelson Boyd, Author of 
" Coal Mines Inspection." 



Foreign Secretaries of the Nineteenth Century : Orenville to 

Palmerstou. By Percy M. Thornton. 
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MESSRS. ALLEN'S CATALOGUE 

OF BOOKS IN THE EASTERN LANGUAGES, &c. 



HINDUSTANI, HINDI, &c. 

[Dr. Forbes* s Works are used as Class Books in the Colleges and Schools 

inlnd^l 

Forbe8*8 Hindustani-English Dictionary in the Peraian Character, 
with the Hindi words in Nagari also; and an English Hindustani 
Dictionary in the English Character ; both in one volume. By Dun- 
can Forbes, LL.D. Koyal 8vo. 42s. 

Forbes*s Hindustani-English and English Hindustani Dictionary, 
in the English Character. Boyal 8vo. 36s. 

Forbes's Smaller Dictionary, Hindustani and English, in the 
English Character. 123. 

Forbes's Hindustani Grammar, with Specimens of Writing in the 
Persian and Nagari Characters, Beading Lessons, and Vocabulary. 
8vo. lOs. 6d. 

Forbes's Hindustani Manual, containing a Compendious Gram- 
mar, Exercises for Translation, Dialogues, and Vocabulary, in the 
Eoman Character. New Edition, entirely revised. By J. T. Platts. 
ISmo. 3s. 6d. 

Forbes's Bagh o Bahar, in the Persian Character, with a complete 
Vocabulary. Royal Svo. 12s. 6d. 

Forbes's Bagh o Bahar in English, with Explanatory Notes, 
illustrative of Eastern Character. Svo. 8s. 

Forbes's Bagh o Bahar, with Vocaby., English Character. 5s* 

Forbes's Tota Kahani ; or, " Tales of a Parrot," in the Persian 
Character, with a complete Vocabulary. Koyal 8vo. 8s. 

Forbes's Baital Pachisi ; or, ** Twenty-five Tales of a Demon,** 
in the Nagari Character, with a complete Vocabulary. Eoya] 8vo. 9s. 

Forbes's Ikhwanu s Safa; or, "Brothers of Purity," in the 
Persian Character. Koyal Svo. 12s. 6d. 

[For the higher standard for military officers* examinations^ 

Forbes's Oriental Penmanship ; a Guide to Writing Hindustani 
in the Persian Character. 4to. 8s. 
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Platts* Grammar of the Urda or Hindustani-Language. 8vo. Ids. 

Eastwick (Edward B.) The Bagh-o-Bahar — ^literally translated 
into Bnglifh, with oopiom explanatory notes. 8?o. lOs. 6d. 

Small's (Rev. G.) Tota Kahani; or, " Tales of a Parrot," Trans- 
lated into Engluih. 8ro. Ss. 

Platts' J. T., Baital Pachisi ; translated into English. 8yo. 8s. 
Platts' Ikhwanu S Safa; translated into English. 8yo. lOs. 6d. 
Hindustani Selections, with a Vocabulary of the Words. By 

James B. Ballanttne. Second Edition. 1845. Ss. 

Singhasan Battisi. Translated into Hindi from the Sanscrit. 
A New Edition. Berised, Corrected, and Accompanied with Copioiifl 
Notes. By Stxd Abdoolah. Boyal Sro. 128. 6d. 

Bobertson's Hindustani Vocabulary, ds. 6d. 

Akhlaki Hindi, translated into Urdu, with an Introduction and 
Notes. By Stxd Abdoolah. Boyal Syo. 128. 6d. 

Sakuutala. Translated into Hindi from the Bengali recension 
of the Sanskrit. Critically edited, with grammatical, idiomatieal, and 
exegetical notes, by Fbedebio Pinoott. 4to. 128. 6d, 

SANSCRIT. 

Haughton's Sanscrit and Bengali Dictionary, in the Bengali 
Character, with Index, serring as a reyersed dictionary. 4to. SOs. 

Williams's English-Sanscrit Dictionary. 4to., cloth. JE3. Ss. 

Williams's Sanskrit-English Dictionary. 4to. £4 148. 6d. 

Wilkin's (Sir Charles) Sanscrit Grammar. 4 to. 15s. 

Williams's (Monier) Sanscrit Grammar. 8vo. 15s. 

Williams's (Monier) Sanscrit Manual : to which is added, a 
Vocabulary, by A. £. QouOH. 18mo. 7s. 6d. 

Gough's (A. E.) Key to the Exercises in Williams's Sanscrit 
Manual. ISmo. 4s. 

Williams's (Monier) Sakuntala, with Literal English Translation 
of all the Metrical Passages, Schemes of the Metres, and copioui 
Critical and Explanatory Notes. Boyal 8vo. 21s. 

Williams's (Monier) Sakuntala. Translated into English Prose 
and Yerso. Fourth Edition. 8s. 

Williams's (Monier) Vikramorvasi. The Text. 8vo. 5s. 

Cowell's (E. B.) Translation of the Vikramorvasi. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
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Thompson's (J. C.) Bhagavat Gita. Sanscrit Text. 58. 

Haughton's Menu, with English Translation. 2 vols. 4to. 248. 

Johnson's Hitopadesa, with Vocabulary. 15s. 

Hitopadesa. A new literal translation from the Sanskrit Text 
of Prof. F. Johnson. For the use of Students. By Feedbbic 
PiNCOTT, M.K.A.S.. 6s. 

Hitopadesa, Sanscrit, with Bengali and English Trans. 10s. 6d. 

Wilson's Megha Duta, with Translation into English Verse, 
Kotes, Illustrations, and a Yocabulary. Boyal 8to. 68. 

PERSIAN. 

Kichardson's Persian, Arabic, and English Dictionary. Edition 
of 1852. By F. Johnson. 4to. £4. 

Forbes's Persian Grammar, Heading Lessons, and Vocabulary. 
Eoyal Svo. 12s. 6d. 

Ibraheem's Persian Grammar, Dialogues, &c. Eoyal Svo. 128. 6d. 

Gulistan. Carefully collated with the original MS., with a full 
Vocabulary. By John Platts, late Inspector of Schools, Central 
Provinces, India. Boyal Svo. 12s. 6d. 

Gulistan. Translated from a revised Text, with Copious Notes- 
By John Platts. Svo. 12s. 6d. 

Ouseley's Anwari Soheili. 4to. 42s. 

Wollaston's (Arthur N.) Translation of the Anvari SoheilL 
Boyal Svo. £2 2s. 

Keene's (Kev. H. G.) First Book of The Anwari Soheili. Persian 
Text. Svo. 5s. 

Ouseley's (Col.) Akhlaki Mushini. Persian Text. Svo. Ss. 

Keene's (Rev. H. G.) Akhlaki Mushini. Translated into English. 

Svo. 3s. 6d. 
Clarke's (Captain H. Wilberforce, R.E.) The Persian Manual. 
. A Pocket Companion. 

PABT I. — A CONOISB Gbahicab ov the LAiraxTAOE, with Exer- 
cises on its more Prominent Peculiarities, together with a Selection of 
Useful Phrases, Dialogues, and Subjects for Translation into Persian. 

PABT II.— A YOOABULABY ov USETUL WOBDS, EnOLIBH AXD 

PEBSIA^% showing at the same time the difference of idiom between 
the two Languages. ISmo. 7s. 6d. 

The Bdstdn. By Shaitt Muslihu-d-Dfn Sa'di Shfrdzf. 
Translated for the first time into Prose, vrith Explanatory Notes 
and Index. By Captain H. Wilbebfobce Glabke, B.E. Svo. 
With Portrait. 30s. 

A Translation of Eobinson Crusoe into the Persian Language. 
Boman Character. Edited by T. W. H. Tolbobt, SengJ Civil 
Service. Cr. Svo. 7s. 
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BENGALI. 

Haughton's Bengali, Sanscrit, and English Dictionaiy, adi^ited 
for Students in either language ; to which is added an Index, serfinf 
at a reyersed dictionary. 4to. 30s. 

Forbes's Bengali Grammar, mth Phrases and dialogues. Boyal 
8to. 128. 6d. 

Forfoes's Bengali Eeader, with a Translation and Yocabolaij 
Boyal 870. 128. 6d. 

Nabo Nari. 12 mo. 7s. 



AEABIC. 

Bichardson's Arabic, Persian and English Dictionary. Edition 
of 1852. By F. JoHKSOir. 4to., cloth. dB4. 

Forbes s Arabic Grammar, intended more especially for the use of 
young men preparing for the East India Oiyil Service, and also for the 
use of self instructing students in generaL Boyal Sro., doth. 18b. 

Palmer's Arabic Grammar. 8vo. ISs. 

Forbes's Arabic Reading Lessons, consisting of Easy Extracts 
from the best Authors, with Vocabulary. Boyal Sto., cloth. ISs. 

An Arabic Manual. By Professor E. H. Palmer. 
(/» the press.) 

TELOOGOO. 

Brown's Dictionary, reversed ; with a Dictionary of the Mixed 
Dialects used in Teloogoo. 3 vols, in 2, royal 8vo. £5. 

Campbell's Dictionary. Royal 8vo. 30s. 

Bromn's Reader. 8vo. 2 vols. 14s. 

Brown's Dialogues, Teloogoo and English. Bvo. 6s. 6d, 

Pancha Tantra. 8s. 

Percival's English-Teloogoo Dictionary. 10s, 6d. 

TAKCL. 

Bottler's Dictionary, Tamil and English. 4to. 4*2s. 
Babington's Grammar (High Dialect). 4to. I'^s. 
Percival's Tamil Dictionary. 2 vols. 10s. 6d. 
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OTJZRATTEE. 

Mavor's Spelling, Guzrattee and English. 7s, 6d. 
Shapuaji Edalji's Dictionary, Guzrattee and English. 21s, 

MAHBATTA. 

Molesworth*8 Dictionary, Mahratta and English. 4to. 42s. 
Molesworth's Dictionary, English and Mahratta, 4to. 42s. 
Stevenson's Grammar. 8 vo., cloth. 17s. 6d. 
Esop's Fables. 12mo. 2s. 6d. 
fifth Reading Book. 7s. 

MALAY. 

Marsdens Grammar. 4to. £,\ Is. 

CHINESE. 

Morrison's Dictionary. 6 vols. 4to. £10. 

Marshman's — Clavis Sinica, a Chinese Grammar. 4to. £2 2s. 

Morrison's View of China, for Philological purposes ; containing a 
Sketch of Chinese Chronology, G-eography, Government, Eeligion and 
Customs, designed for those who study the Chinese language. 4to. 6s. 

PTJS'HTO. 

The Pushto Manual. Comprising a Concise Grammar ; Exer* 
cises and Dialogues ; Familiar Phrases, Proverbs, and Vocabulary. By 
Major H. G. Ravebtv, Bombay Infantry (Retired). Author of the 
Pus'hto Grammar, Dictionary, Selections Prose and Poetical, Selections 
from the Poetry of the Afghans (English Translation), Esop's Fables, 
&c. &c. Fcap. 5s. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Reeve's English-Carnatica and Carnatica-English Dictionary. 
2 vols. (Very slightly damaged). £8. 

Collett's Malayalam Reader, ftvo. 12s. 6d. 

Esop's Fables in Camatica. 8vo. bound. 1 2s. 6d. 

A Turkish Manual, comprising a Condensed Grammar with 
Idiomatic Phrases, Exercises and Dialogues, and Vocabulary. By 
Captain C. F. Mackenzie, late of H.M.'s Consular Service. 6s. 
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A CHRONOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL 

CHART OF INDIA, 

JPtice^ fuUy UnUd^ mowUed on roller or in case^ 20». 

size^ about 40 in, hy 50 in. 

Showing, at one yiew, all the principal nations, goremments, and empires whidi 
hare existed in that country ttom the earliest times to the suppression of the Great 
Mutiuy, A.D. 1858, with the date of each historical event according to the variom 
eras used m India, 

ARTHUR ALLEN DURTNALL, 

0/the High Court of Justice in England. 

By this Chart, any person, however ignorant of the subject, may, by an hom^i 
attention, obtain a clear view of the broad lines of Indian History, and of the 
evolutions which have resulted in the dominion of Her Majesty as EMPRESS OF 
INDIA. It will bo found invaluable for Educational Pubposes, especially in 
Colleges and Schools, where an Indian career is in contemplation. It will also be 
found of PKBMAMBNT UTILITY In all Libraries and Offices as a work of ready 
reference for the connection of events and dates. Besides the History of India, it 
Includes the contemporaneous histories of Atobanistak, CsHTmAi. Asia, and 

EUBOFB. 



A RELIEVO MAP OF INDIA. 

BY 

HENRY F. BRION. 

In Frame, 21«. 

A map of this kind brings before us such a picture of the surface of a given 
country as no ordinary map could ever do. To the mind*s eye of the averag« 
Englishman. India consists of ^ the plains * and Hhe hills,' chiefly of the former, 
the hills being limited to the Himalayas and the Nilgiris. The new map will at 
least enable him to correct his notions of Indian geography. It combines the 
usual features of a good plain map of the country on a scale of 150 miles to the 
inch, with a faithful representation of all the uneven surfaces, modelled on a scale 
thirty-two times the hoiizontal one; thus bringing out into clear relief the oonw 
parative heights and outlines of all the hill-ranges, and showing broad tracts <^ 
nneven ground, of intermingled hill and valley, which a common map of the 
same size would hardly indicate, except to a very practised eye. The plains of 
Upper India are reduced to their true proporUons; the Central Provinces, 
Malwa, and Western Bengal reveal their actual ruggedness at a glance ; and 
Southern India, A*om the Vindhyas to Cape Comorin, proclaims its real height 
above the sea-level. To the historical as well as the geographical student sach a 
map is an obvious and important aid in tracing the course of past campaigns, in 
lealising the conditions under which successive races carried their arms or settle- 
ments through the Peninsula, and in comprehending the difference of race, climate, 
and physical surroundings which make up our Indian Empire. Set in a neat 
frame of maplewood, the map seems to attract the eye like a prettily-coloured 
picture, and its price, a guinea, should place it within the reach of all who care to 
combine the usefiil with the ornamental.** — Home News, 



MAPS OF INDIA, etc. 

Messrs, Allen Sc Co,*s Maps of India were revised and much improved 
dwring 1876, with especial reference to the existing Administrative 
Divisions^ SaHways^ ^o. 

District Map of India ; corrected to 1876 ; 

Diyided into Colleotorstes with the Telegraphs and Railways from Gk>* 
Temment surreys. On six sheets — size, 5n;. 6in. high ; 5ft. Sin. widd, 
£2; in a case, £2 128. 6d. ; or, rollers, yam., £3 3s. 

A General Map of India ; corrected to 1876 ; 

Compiled chiefly from suryeys executed by order of the Goyermnent 
of India. On six sheets — size, 5 ft. 3 in. wide ; 5 ft. 4 in. high, £2 ; 
or, on cloth, in case, £2 12s. 6d. ; or, rollers, yam., £3 ds. 

Map of India ; corrected to 1876 ; 

Prom the most recent Authorities. On two sheets — size, 2 ft. lOixL 
wide ; 3 ft. 3 in. high, 16s. ; or, on doth, in a case, £1 Is. 

Map of the Koutes in India; corrected to 187^ ; 

With Tables of Distances between the principal Towns and Military 
Stations On one sheet — size, 2 ft. 3 in. wide ; 2 ft. 9 in. high, 98. { 
or, on doth, in a case, 128. 

Map of the Western Provinces of Hindoostan, 

The Punjab, Cabool, Scinde, Bhawulpore, &c., induding all the Statei 
between Candahar and Allahabad. On four sheets — size, 4 ft. 4in, 
wide ; 4 ft. 2 in. high, 30s. ; or, in case, £2 ; rollers, yamished, £2 lOt. 

Map of India and China, Burmah, Siam, the Malay Penin- 
sula, and the Empire of Anam. On two sheets — size, 4 ft. 3 in. wide s 

3 ft. 4 in. high, 16s. ; or, on cloth, in a case, £1 5s. 

Map of the Steam Communication and Overland Routes 
between England, India, China, and Australia. In a case, 14s. ; oa 
rollers, and yamished, 18s. 

Map of China, 

From the most Authentic Sources of Information. One large sheet--* 
size, 2 ft. 7 in. wide ; 2 ft. 2 in. high, 6s. ; or, on doth, in case, Ss. 

Map of the World ; 

On Mercator*s Projection, showing the Tracts of the Early Navigators, 
the Currents of the Ocean, the Principal Lines of great Circle Sailing, 
and the most recent discoveries. On four sheets — size, 6ft. 2 in. wide ; 

4 ft. 3 in. high, £2 ; on cloth, in a case, £2 lOs ; or, with rollers, and 
varnished, £3. 

Handbook of Reference to the Maps of India. 

G-iying the Latitude and Longitude of places of note. 18mo. Ss. 6d. 

Bussian Official Map of Central Asia. Compiled in accord- 
ance with the Discoveries and Suryeys of Bussian Staft Officers up 
to the close of the year 1877. In 2 Sheets. 10s. 6d., or in oloth 
case, 146. 



In Jamuary and July of each if ear it published in 800., price We. Bd^ 

THE INDIA UST, CIVIL & MHITAKY, 

XT PSBiaSSIOK 07 THE BEOBETABY 07 STATE EOB HTBIA IK COUVCIi; 



CONTENTS. 

CIVIL, — Gradation Lists of Ciyil Service, Bengal, Madras and Bombaj. 
Ciyil Annuitants. Legislative Council, Ecclesiastical Establishment!, 
Educational, Public Works, Judicial, l^rine, Medical, Land Berenue, 
Political, Postal, Police, Customs and Salt, Forest, Begistration and 
Bailway and Telegraph Departments, Law Courts, Surveys, &c., &c 

MILITABY.— Gradation List of the General and Field Officers (Britisb 
and Local) of the three Presidencies, Staff Corps, Adjutants-G«neral*s 
and Quartermasters-General's Offices, Army Commissariat Depart- 
ments, British Troops Serving in India (inoludmg Boyal Artillery, Bojal 
Engineers, Cavabry, Infantry, and Medical Department), List of IQative 
Begiments, Commander-in-Chief and Staff, Gurrison Instruction Staffs, 
Indian Medical Department, Ordnance Departments, Punjab Frontier 
Force, Militaiy Departments of the three Presidencies^ VeterinMy 
Departments, Tables showing the Distribution of the Army in India, 
Lists of Betired Officers of the three Presidencies. 

Home.— Departments of the Office of the Secretary of State, Coopers 
TTill College, List of Selected Candidates for the Civil and Forest Semoe^j 
Indian Troop Service. 

MISCELLANEOUS.— Orders of the Bath, Star of India, and St. Michael 
and St. George. Order of Precedence in India. Begulations for Admis* 
sion to Civil Service. Begulations for Admission of Chaplains. Civil 
Leave Code and Supplements. Civil Service Pension Code — ^relatine to 
the Covenanted and XJncovenanted Services. Bules for the Indian 
Medical Service. Furlough and Betirement Begulations of the Indian 
Army. Familj Pension Fund. Staff Corps Begulations. Salaries of 
Staff Officers. Begulations for Promotion. English Furlough Pay. 



THE 

ROYAL KALENDAR, 

AND COURT AND CITY REGISTER, 

FOB ENGLAND, IBELAND, SCOTLAND, AND THE COLONIES, 

For the Tear 1880. 

Containing a Correct List of the Twenty-First Imperial 

Parliament, summoned to meet for their First 

Session — March 5th, 1874. 

House of Peers — House of Commons — Sorerei^s and Bulers of States 
of Europe — Orders of Knighthood — Science and Art Department — Queen's 
Household — Government Offices — Mint — Customs — Inland Bevenue— 
Post Office — Foreign Ministers and Consuls — Queen's Consuls Abroad — 
Naval Department — Navy List — Array Department — Army List — Law 
Courts — Police — Ecclesiastical Department — Clergy List — Foundation 
Schools — Literary Institutions — City of London — ^Banks — Bailway Com- 
panies — Hospitals and Institutions — Charities — Miscellaneous Institutions 
— Scotland, Ireland, India, and the Colonies ; and other useful information. 

Price with Index, 7s, ; without Index, 5*. 



jPuhlisheft on the arrival of every Mail from Ii%dia. Subscription 2Se, per 

annum, poet freef specimen copy, 6d, 

ALLEN'S INDIAN MAIL, 



AND 



Mml §ixitUt 



TOOK 

INDIA, CHINA, AND ALL PARTS OF THE EAST. 

Allen's Indian Mail contains the fullest and most authentic Reports 
of all important Occurrences in the Countries to which it is devoted, com- 
piled chiefly from private and exdusive sources. It has been pronounced 
by the Press in general to be indispensable to all veho have Friends or Rela* 
tives in the East, as affording the only correct information regarding the 
Services, Movements of Troops, Shipping, and all events of Domestic and 
individual interest. 

The subjoined list of the usual Contents will show the importance and 
variety of the information concentrated in Axlbm's Indian Mail. 



8vmma/ry and Seview qfJSastem New*. 



Precis of Public Intelligence 
Selections from the Indian Press 
Movements of Troops 
The Government Gazette 
Courts Martial 
Domestic Intelligence— Births 

Marriages 
Deaths 



99 
99 



99 
99 



Shipping— Arriral of Ships 

„ f, Passengers 

f, Departure of Ships 
„ ff Passengers 

Commercial— State of the Markets 
Indian Securities 
Freights 
&c. &c. Bee. 



99 



Some Intelligence relating to India, Sfc. 



Original Articles 
Miscellaneous Information 
Appointments, Ust of Fur- 
loughs, Extensions, &c. 

CivU 

MiUtary 

Ecclesiastical and 

Marine 



99 
99 
99 



99 



Arrival reported in England 
Departures ,, „ 

Shipping— Arrival of Ships 

,f Passengers 

Departure of Ships 

„ Passengers 

Vessel spoken with 
&c. &c. dec* 



99 
99 
99 
9» 



Review of Works on the East.— And Notices of aU. affairs 
connected with India and the Services. 



Each year an Index is furnished, to enable Sabecribers to bind up the Yolome 

which forms a complete 

ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER AND LIBRARY OF REFERENCE. 



London:Wm.H.ALLEN&Co., 13, WATERLOO PLACE, S.W. 

(publishers to the INDIA OFFICE), 

To whom Commwnications fbr the Editor, and Advertisements 

are requested to be addressed. 



Subscription, 32s. per annum. Postage Free. jOr in 

Monthly Parts, price 3s. 






PRECIS OF OFFICIAL PAPERS, 

BEING 

ABSTRACTS OP ALL PARLrAMENTARY RETURNS 

DIRECTED TO BE PBINTED BY 

BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 



SESSION 1880. 



" Messrs. Allen have commenced the publication of a most useful work, the 
need of whicli has been felt for a longtime, though until now no one has had the 

courage to attempt it The prScia is very well done." — Journal of (kt 

l^tatimccd Society, June, 1880. 

'* There is no doubt as to the value of most parliamentary publications, bat 
few persons have the time or inclination to wade through them, and thus much 
valuable matter is missed, but in this precis Messrs. Allen and Co. give an outline 
of just what is required." — Iron Trade Kewievo. 

" Messrs. Allen & Co.'s book is composed of abstracts of all returns directed to 
be printed by either or both of Uie Houses of Parliament, and tiie work has 
evidently been done by practised pr^ci< writers who understand how to reach the 
important features of Government pax>ers." — Liverpool Daily Cot*rier. 

" This is a publication which supplies a great want. We gladly welcome this 
work, both for reading and for reference." — United Service Gazette. 
'* The papers are carefully condensed." — Bribwh Mail. 

" In the case of statistical returns it is especially good." — CamJbridLge Chronicle. 
" This is not a Blue-book; but none of them can exceed it in value. Eveiy 
business man will have it upon the desk comer for reference, and it should be 
found on the table of every public reading room and private library." — TTeetera 
Times. 

'* A most useful work of reference." — TTie JBailtoay JTetce. 

'* This is a very important work, and its perusal will place readers on a far 
higher intellectual level and acquaintance with the parliamentary papers than 
most embryo members of Parliament possess." — FvM.nc6 ChronicU and, Inswranca 
Circular. 

" This serial is calculated to be of much service."— Iron. 
" The above contains a vast amount of valuable Information and statistics."— 
Svmday Tivies. 

** We scarcely need add that it is a valuable work."— HerapatVe JBailtoay JoumoL 
■ "As a book of reference, promises to be of inestimable value to public men, 
journalists, economists, historical students, and, indeed, all who are interested in 
national progress and contemporary politics." — The Statist. 

** The difficult work of summarising is extremely well executed. Both paper 
and tyi>e are good." — Broad Arrow. 

** An excellent publication." — The Farmer. 

"Messrs. Allen & Co. earn the gratitude of aU who require to keep themselves 
acquainted with the contents of parliamentary papers by the publication of this 
precis. The compilation has been made witii discretion, and willbe found extremely 
valuable and useful for reference." — ^Dundee Advertiser. 

"As a handy work of reference, and a means of saving time and labour, it will 
be highly appreciated." — ^illlen'e Indian Mail. 

** The utility of the "pricie is very considerably heightened by an admirable 
table of contents numerically and alphabetically arranged." — The Bailioay News and 
Joint Stock Jov/mal. 

** Thepricis of official papers will give new value to the parliamentary returns." 
-^Lioerpoot Cov/rier. 

** Nous croyons rendre service au public et & ceux de nos confreres qui ne la 
connidtraient nas, en leur signalent cette publication nouvelle." — Moniteur du 
Int&rits Materiele, Brussels. 

London : W. H. ALLEN & CO., 13, WATEELOO-PLi\.0E. 



